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Editorial
As this is our Christmas issue, we would like to wish all our readers on
the Chart (and beyond) a very happy and peaceful Christmas. So, as well
as all our news reports, we have come up with ideas on Christmas
presents, feeding the family over Christmas and the walks you might take
after it.
Christmas is our time for children and their families. Perhaps Christmas
is old fashioned, but children (and their mothers and fathers) like
Christmas to stay as it always was. In our house Christmas stockings
were hung up long after doubts about reindeer delivery service occurred.
Christmas card sales are going down because people send emails instead,
but at least in a Christmas card you can write your own message in your
own handwriting – and you cannot put an email on the mantelpiece. So
we hope you, our readers, will find this issue of the Chart News reliably
unchanging and Christmassy.
An Editor

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and
December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on
the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms and the
bookshop in Limpsfield. We are always on the look out for news and
articles.
Please email them to the Editor, Neil Mackay at
mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 01883 723231.
Publishing Dates 2017
Copy Date
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Summer
27th May
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Winter
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Publishing Date
11th March
24th June
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4th December

Advertising costs for 4 issues:
Page £110; Inside covers £125; Back cover £125 ; ½ page £60; ¼ page £35
Enquiries: David Claridge - davidaclaridge1@gmail.com 01883 715961
Please mention The Chart Newsletter when replying to an advertisement.
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Chart Toppers

Tony Hall: ‘Why I love the BBC’
Tony Hall, Lord Hall of Birkenhead, Director General of the
BBC, and before that head of the Royal Opera House, was the
guest speaker at the Chartmen’s Dinner in September. He gave
a brilliant account of why he loves the BBC, and the debt we
should all have to ‘this great organisation’.

Travelling around the country, talking to people about the BBC, you soon
realise that everyone has their own answer to the question ‘Why I love
the BBC’ I saw that – just a few weeks ago – in Hull, launching their
programme of cultural events for 2017. You may have heard that Hull’s
in the spotlight next year – as the UK’s City of Culture. Amongst all the
announcements that day -- from the city, from us and other partners -there was one small promise from me … to do with the weather. And that
was to say we’d give Hull a permanent home on the BBC weather map.
Twitter went wild – and the story made headlines for days. That’s a
measure of how people care about what goes on at the BBC. When I
was a lad, what programmes like The Sky at Night and Civilisation gave
me was not just access to knowledge. It was a broadening of my horizons
– scientific, intellectual, creative. They gave me my life’s passions. And
they encouraged me to pursue them. When I think about my love of
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music, it’s very simple: it came from BBC and Radio 3. And it took me to
the Royal Opera House. So many people tell me a similar story… Like
David Pickard, who Directed his first Proms this summer. Or Professor
Brian Cox, who told me that it was watching Horizon at the age of 13 that
first inspired him into science… 25 years later, it was that passion for
particle physics that brought him full circle to the BBC, as a Horizon
presenter himself. “You dig deeper and it gets more complicated, and you
get confused, and it’s tricky and it’s hard, but… It is beautiful.” He was
talking about gravity and dark matter, by the way. Not the BBC…
Now, I remember – you probably do too – the extraordinary impact that the
BBC Micro had back in the 80s on driving computer literacy in this country.
Adopted by 85% of secondary schools, with many of today’s most
influential technological leaders saying that it was crucial to their computing
careers. So I was very proud to be at the launch a few months ago of the
BBC Micro’s little brother: the Micro Bit. We’re making sure that every 11
to 12-year-old schoolchild has one – that’s up to a million young people all
around the country. Because we want to inspire them to get coding, to
develop the future skills we need in this country, to become the next
generation of global tech and digital pioneers. It’s incredibly ambitious. But
then so are the young people who we are giving them to. Already one
schoolgirl from West Yorkshire has managed to turn hers into a temperature
sensor and send it up into the stratosphere.
We did the same with our Shakespeare Festival – working together with
everyone from the RSC and the BFI to local schools and libraries… to
celebrate on a scale and with a reach that none of us could have managed
alone. Our goal was to make Shakespeare available – and irresistible – to
everyone, of any age. As they like it. When I was at school I had to travel
150 miles to Stratford and stand at the back of the theatre for nine hours to
watch three of the Henry plays in succession. Today it’s the next instalment
of The Hollow Crown at the touch of a screen. Or a Horrible Histories
special on CBBC. Or Russell T. Davies’ A Midsummer Night’s Dream on
BBC One. And there’s a story here. Because Russell tells me that this is the
play that is closest to his heart – the one he most wanted to put on from the
first moment he saw it as a child. And what he also said was this: “Only the
BBC can put on a play like this, for all the family, smack-bang in the heart
of primetime.” And our recent story in the Archers. On one day alone I read
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Archers editorials in two of the broadsheet newspapers. When it came to
Helen’s trial, the verdict was front page news. And, most importantly, the
two charities who worked with the Archers team in developing the
storyline over two-and-a-half years of painstaking planning and research –
Women’s Aid and Refuge – reported around a 20 per cent increase in calls
to their national domestic violence helpline.
There a more straightforward reminder of the role of the BBC.It’s why our
audiences depend on us. And, really, they do. The BBC is by far the single
most trusted source of news in the UK. 58 per cent of people say they
trust the BBC the most – with our closest competitor on just 11 per cent.
People are five times more likely to come to our website to check
something is true than to go anywhere else. 52 million people came to the
BBC on mobile the day after the EU referendum result. And 87% of
people said our coverage was best. And finally, the way our audiences
responded. They helped shape our journalism - whether that was our
audience councils feeding back perceptions of the campaign from their
neck of the woods – or the audience simply making its voice heard.
In drama, we are on an extraordinary run of creative form. There’s pure,
gripping entertainment, like The Night Manager – bringing us together on
a Sunday night to round off the weekend in style. There are adaptations
like Wolf Hall and War & Peace – reimagining great literature and
bringing it to life for a new audience. There’s Poldark, Shetland and
Hinterland, Line of Duty and The Fall – not only telling the stories of our
nations and regions, but showcasing the whole of the country’s great
talent, offering locations a starring role, and providing a boost to their
creative and tourist economies. And then there are huge international
exports like Sherlock. In China, it’s an absolute phenomenon. Around 100
million fans can’t get enough of the adventures of the pair they’ve
nicknamed ‘Curly Fu’ and ‘Peanut’. Nearly 2 million people turned out to
see our New Year’s special on the day it opened in Chinese cinemas. And
that was up against the latest Star Wars.
But it’s not just drama. Look at Strictly: one of the most successful TV
shows in the world – with the format sold to around 50 territories and an
estimated half a billion people watching local versions each year. By the
way, if you’ve been watching the series this year, you’ll know that
politicians DO have a funny side too. It’s this breadth of programming that
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means that, though the BBC has only 2 per cent of all the hours, we attract
37 per cent of all the viewing.
It reminds me of one of the most famous pieces of film in BBC history:
David Attenborough on Life on Earth back in 1979, playing with a group
of mountain gorillas. More than half a billion people worldwide have
watched that remarkable moment. The BBC historian, Jean Seaton,
describes it as “a glimpse of paradise”. But it’s a clip that was nearly lost
to the cutting-room floor: too trivial, too populist. What David was
supposed to be doing, apparently, was explaining to camera the
evolutionary advantage of the opposable thumb. But what better way to
make the point than allowing a baby gorilla to take off your shoes? For me,
this piece of film is the perfect example of how the BBC brings together, to
make the good popular and the popular good. To aim to be the best in each
genre.
The Rio Olympics is another great example. We were able to deliver the
same volume of output as in 2012, but with 40 percent fewer people on the
ground. In fact, our Rio team was about one-fifth the size of the US
broadcast rights-holder’s. And here I want to come back to David
Attenborough. I had the chance to chat to him not long ago and he told me
that he believes his job is always to stay ahead of the audience. He meant
giving the audience not just what they want, but what they don’t yet know
they want. Of course, that means that not every programme will be loved
by every person. What for some will be too edgy, for others might be too
traditional.
This summer the country experienced a major shock. Something that has
made us fundamentally question what it is to be British. No, I’m not
talking about Bake Off going to Channel 4! In a post-Brexit vote Britain,
the role we play – in reflecting the UK to itself, bringing the whole of the
country together and representing it to the world – has perhaps never been
more important. In a world of online information, our trusted impartial
journalism has never been more necessary. And in today’s global, political
context, our role as Britain’s cultural showcase and the voice of our
democratic values worldwide has hardly been more needed. The BBC is
not perfect. Of course it’s not. But it is the best the world has. And it’s
ours!
Tony Hall
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National Trust Volunteer Needed
Ever thought of becoming a
National Trust Volunteer?
The National Trust are
looking to recruit a volunteer
to take charge of the
administration supporting
The Friends of Limpsfield
Common organisation.
There are some 200 Friends
of the Common all of whom
contribute annually to a fund
that is used for a variety of
essential purposes related to
the Common. We’re looking
to enhance what we offer
Friends in return for their subs.
Our plans include improving
communications with Friends using emails as well as posted updates,
guided walks on the Common for members of the Friends, led by
volunteers and, hopefully, to expand membership of the Friends.
The NT volunteer scheme offers a volunteer’s card that allows free entry
to NT properties and car parks. Once 50 hours of service have been
clocked up in the first year, every volunteer is granted a volunteer’s card
as of the following 1 April and this continues thereafter provided 50
hours volunteering is undertaken in each full year. Volunteer NT
members with a card are also entitled to a 20% discount in NT shops and
cafés.
We need someone to undertake admin work for up to 2 hours each week,
more initially whilst we set up our plans. If you are interested, please
contact me at davidaclaridge1@gmail.com or Mark Richards at
mark.richards@nationaltrust.org.uk to talk about the role.
David Claridge
Chairman Limpsfield Common Local Committee
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The Common - as it was
In the last Chart News David Claridge and I wrote about Limpsfield
Common past and present and one of the areas we mentioned was the
restoration of Lowland Heathland which is now a nationally rare
landscape, with over 80% having been lost since 1800. So what does this
actually mean for the Common in regards to work on the ground?
First of all we need to find out whether it is feasible to get open areas of
heathland back. In order to do this we are going to do a couple of things to
start with which will include seeking advice from heathland experts and
finding out whether it is achievable and worthwhile to restore areas, and
secondly carry out a number of small scrapes on areas close to where we
presently have heather. For example, Little Heath, which over the summer
months the volunteers have done an excellent job opening up, removing
unwanted silver birch and sycamore that had self-seeded on the old
heathland. The scrape would involve removing the top layer of leaf litter,
normally bracken mulch, exposing the bare sandy soil where the heather
seeds can lay dormant for decades. These small scrapes will be done
during the forthcoming winter months.
One spot that has a good area of established heather is opposite the
Carpenter Arms, but even this area is slowly being taken over with oak and
silver birch trees engulfing the heather. If nothing is done to intervene, the
area will fairly soon return to a wooded area. The plan is to, over the
winter months, clear the majority of smaller trees off this area leaving a
few of the larger ones, as well as the line of trees that act as a screen along
Kent Hatch Road. As well as removing the trees we will reduce the area of
gorse, not totally removing it as this is an important heathland species. We
have made a start by cutting the bracken which has already started to open
up the area. Once the initial work has been completed we will then carry
out a number of scrapes on the areas that had bracken on to hopefully
encourage the heather to grow back. If heather is successful in growing
itself it will take a number of years before it is really established. But see
the following article, which is what they are trying on the Golf Course!
Mark Richards, National Trust Lead Ranger
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Heather on the Golf Course
When Rob Purll was appointed as the new greenkeeper at Limpsfield
Chart Golf Club in 2012 he was asked to try to regenerate heather on the
golf course. Rob has scraped several areas, removing all plant material in
the expectation of disturbing the seed bed and allowing the heather to
regrow. He was expecting that it could take up to 2 years before any
heather growth was evident but we are delighted that in some areas there
was new heather within a year. He continues to make new scrapes each
year with continued success. Some older heather is responding to light
trimming but the oldest heather cannot be saved and will eventually die
off. We were offered a very generous donation of new plugs of heather
from The Gresham Artisan Golf Club. The Golf Club discussed the idea
with Mark Richards, the National Trust Ranger, to ensure that this met
with the NT guidelines and checked the provenance of the plants. The
members of the Gresham Club, under the guidance of Arnold Heijmer,
planted hundreds of plants one sunny morning on the Chart, in areas that
once supported heather plants. We are delighted to report that they are all
doing well and already providing colour on the Chart.
Heather Doust
Chairman, Greens Committee

To
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in the
Chart News
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01883 715961 or email
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£60
for four issues
Quarter and full pages pro rata
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More windows by Nellie Maria Wood
Remember the glorious
stained glass window of
‘The Good Shepherd’
taken from St Sylvans
when it was deconsecrated and installed
in St Andrew’s Church
last year. We featured the
window in our Spring
edition. The clever lady
who designed and painted
the window was Nellie
M a r i a Wo o d , w h o s e
husband Arthur ran a dress
factory in London and also
owned Black Robins Farm
in Grants Lane.
The
present owners of Black
Robins, Mr and Mrs John
Garner, generously allowed us to photograph view some of Nellie’s
other work, which now grace the old farmstead. Nellie Wood designed
and painted some beautiful squares for the leaded glass windows in the
farm house. Each depicts medieval farmworkers undertaking seasonal
tasks. They have a certain charm but importantly show how hard the
dawn to dusk manual tasks of life on a farm were then.
There is a larger panel, but more abstract, on the stairs which Mrs Wood
also designed and made. This was originally on an outside wall but, after
an extension was added, it became integral within the house. All these
panels show the quality of Mrs Wood's artistry and her understanding of
the medium of painted and stained glass.
In the first article, reference was made to the fact that after leaving Black
Robins, the Woods returned to London to manage a hotel. Sadly after
contacting an elderly and distant relation in Australia, no further line of
enquiry has opened up. However, if more can be uncovered especially
about Mrs. Wood's panels which are said to have been incorporated in the
hotel, a further note will be published to continue this interesting tale !
Stephen Shaw
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A-Hunting we will go!

Photographs by Ken Donegan

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have
anything you want to write about, boast about, complain
about, comment about, or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay,
on 01883 723231 or by email: mackay717@btinternet.com
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So what is Nature?
Living on or around the Chart, your answer to this question is quite
likely to be along the lines of "…. our beautiful countryside – the
woods, the fields, the occasional pond, the birds overhead and in your
garden …" and so on. And of course, we are a bit separate from
Nature, aren't we? We cultivate the fields, we plant and cut down
trees, we do our best to control Nature in our gardens (not always with
the greatest success, though), we shoot, or hunt crows and foxes, we
raise game birds for sport and we straighten rivers to avoid flooding
(not always with great success there, either).
In spite of our
management techniques, however, Nature has a habit of taking us by
surprise. Even so, we recognise that we are different from the rest of
Nature and often, we assume we are somehow 'above' Nature. We
exercise control in a way which seemingly no other form of life does.
But wait a moment. Don't we depend on Nature to provide us with
food, just as every other animal does – cereals, fruit, vegetables –
much of what we eat, either directly or indirectly, depends ultimately
on vegetable matter.
And what does vegetation depend on?
Decomposition of both animal and vegetable matter. But how do
things decompose? By the action of insects and other invertebrates
and fungi and bacteria. But most vegetation has more complex
requirements, in many cases being dependent on a mutually beneficial
association with fungi. The fungi benefit from secretions from tree
and other roots, while at the same time facilitating the absorption of
nutrients from the soil. And that process depends on the help of
bacteria in their millions. As for the sea, the basic building blocks are
microscopic plankton, which themselves depend principally on
nutrients absorbed by oceans either from decomposing life in the sea
or entering the sea from rivers. And when our bodies have come to the
end of their
the base
of the
chain (I thinkage
of it 14
Madeleine,
age lives,
11 they too enter
Rupert,
age
9 food Benjamin,
as the survival chain) and contribute to that chain. So it is hard to deny
that we are a fundamental part of the world's natural processes, just
like any other form of living plant or creature.
There are no
differences of principle between us and any other forms of life in the
world we inhabit. Clearly we are as fundamental a part of Nature as
any other organism. Is it not arrogant, as well as plain wrong, to put
ourselves on a pedestal as if we are in charge of Nature? We do
though, have a single devastating influence in the world.
Our

Eldridge family is King+!
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evolutionary success is
the result of evolving the
ability to exploit other
forms of life for our own
immediate good.
Our
success now is so great that
by sheer numbers we are
outcompeting other forms
of life including,
increasingly, those upon
House Martins used to breed here on the
Chart. Now they are gone. Does it matter? w h i c h w e u l t i m a t e l y
depend. It may not seem to
matter that we no longer have House Martins building nests on our houses,
or hardly any Skylarks singing in the fields. But the result of these
declines and countless numbers of others is that we have lost something of
the order of thirty million birds from this country. To put a parochial slant
on that, of the 70 or so species that bred on and around the Chart when I
first knew it almost 40 years ago, almost a quarter have simply
disappeared. When I first lived here I could hear from my front door in
the spring five species of warbler singing. Three of those have vanished,
one has declined and just one has remained abundant. The Spotted
Flycatcher that once nested on the clematis at the front of the house is now
but a memory. Others seem close to vanishing – not just Skylarks, but
Cuckoos and Yellowhammers, so characteristic of our countryside, are
declining year by year, but for how much longer will we be able to enjoy
their songs, so characteristic of our countryside in the Summer? To
compensate, just one new species, the now familiar Buzzard, has
established itself as a successful breeder. Two more, the Red Kite and the
Raven seem likely to do so. In all three cases a critical factor in their
recovery from a century of near extinction in most of England has been
the almost complete cessation of human persecution. The gaps as species
disappear may be exploited by other animals which may also prosper, but
the losses are just the ones we see. We have no idea how many species of
insects we will have lost, still less the number of individuals and so it goes
on, with plants, larger fungi, mammals and all the rest. Do we expect the
world still to support our ever burgeoning numbers if we carry on like
this? We may have no idea of the outcome, but do we choose to carry on
behaving as if we are in control, or do we recognise that we are an integral
part of the chain of survival and behave accordingly? There are no easy or
painless solutions and an individual member of any species, even ours,
cannot do much about it, but may be a less arrogant attitude by people and
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governments to the organisms with which we share the world and on
which, directly or indirectly, our survival depends, would be a good
place to start.
Peter Oliver

Red Squirrels – a postscript
Nothing is ever simple in the natural world. In the last issue I wrote
about the decline of the Red Squirrel, which seemed clearly to be linked
to the advent of the Grey Squirrel. But now there is some new research
that adds a different perspective to the subject. An analysis of a large
database of Grey Squirrel populations, has revealed marked genetic
differences in different parts of the country. In many cases neighbouring
populations are not genetically close to each other. It is also the case
that at least some early invaders into Red Squirrel dominated regions
could not have come naturally from the nearest Greys, since their closest
relatives were not from the nearest population. The implication is that
perhaps humans have been involved in the spread of Greys. Recently
there has indeed been anecdotal evidence of this when a Grey found on
the Isle of Skye was found to be of the type occurring around Glasgow,
apparently confirming a rumour that one had got under the bonnet of a
car and been driven across. It is also the case that many people rather
like Grey Squirrels and recently there was apparently a local argument
when the first Grey was seen in Elgin in north-east Scotland, far away
from the nearest known Grey population. Suggestions that it should be
caught and killed apparently produced howls of protest from those who
thought it was a nice animal to have around. However attractive Grey
Squirrels may appear, there is no doubt that they are a serious forestry
pest and indeed they despoil many of the trees in the woods in our area.
There is also no doubt that they outcompete Red Squirrels, partly by
carrying a pox to which they are immune, but which is fatal to Reds and
partly by outcompeting them for food. So it makes sense to try and limit
their spread and it now appears that as well as seeking actively to control
their numbers, better education of the public is required to try to prevent
deliberate or accidental releases in new areas. But who knows, as I
previously described, perhaps the Pine Marten will come to the Red
Squirrel’s rescue too.
Peter Oliver
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East Surrey Walkers provides new gates
As well as having a
very active led walks
programme, East Surrey
Walkers
supports
Surrey County Council
in its work to maintain
the public rights of way
network in this part of
the county. Recently the
group's
Path
Maintenance team has
been
working
in
Limpsfield. The public footpath near Moat Farm, Itchingwood Common
Road and which goes north towards Caxton Lane has had a broken stile
for over 2 years at the field boundary near Roundmead Shaw; now it has
a metal kissing gate. Also the footpath that goes east from near Moat
Farm towards Trevereux Manor has had really awkward and overgrown
stiles; these were also replaced with kissing gates. East Surrey Walkers
agreed to purchase replacement gates for Surrey County Council and
Ramblers volunteers dismantled the old stiles and dug in the new gates.
The hard, compact soil took some digging for the post holes but the task
was completed so, in future, these two public footpaths that go up to the
Chart via Caxton Lane and Trevereux Hill will be much more easily
accessible. Another faulty stile was replaced with a self-closing gate at
the bottom of the field that goes up from near Tenchley's Manor towards
Pastens Road (the public footpath is called Tenchley's Lane). If you
come across a problem on a public footpath on a local walk, contact me
at tony2.pearson@btinternet.com and, I will ask a volunteer to tackle the
problem. If it is beyond the scope of a volunteer task, I will report it to
Surrey County Council and monitor for action. We have lots of walks
planned over the Winter months and everyone is very welcome to come
along and try us out. For details of this quarter's programme, go to
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk.
Tony Pearson
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Anne Farrell 1930-2016
Anne, who had been wheel chair bound and not very well for some time, died in
September. She had a wonderful farewell at the church and at her house at
Vicars Haw in Trevereux Hill. Her granddaughter, Daisy Grieve, wrote this
poem in her momory.
You’re in the weeping willow
Blowing gently by the pond
In the memories of little girls
Playing fairies with their wands.
You’re in the wings of dragonflies
Emerald, cyan, plum
Flirting with the goldfish
Darting through the autumn sun.
You’re in the stories that we’ll tell
Of stilts in swimming pools
On nineties summers, hopscotch wars
And the cottage’s hidden jewels.
Looking down on croquet games
With the angel on the steps
You’d ply us with spring rolls
Whilst we hit away our cares.
You’re in each deftly crafted stroke
Of every picture that you drew
Of every single swirling curve
Of that distinctive writing too.
Your ‘hello lovie’ will live on
So clearly in my mind
As we darted into Vicars Haw
To see what magic we would find.
And we can only hope to match
your bravery and grit
Your tenacity, your honesty, your wickedly quick wit
But we’ll see you in the rear-view mirror
Every time we need you there
Your arm outstretched and white handkerchief
Dancing blissfully through the air.
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Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look you’ll love
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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The Building Professional
Mark Elliott FCIOB

30 Years Construction Experience
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions
Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms
Call Mark f or a Fast Friendly Service
Telephone: 01883 348579

Mobile: 07966 588985

t h e b u i l d i n gp r o f e s s i o n a l @ g m a i l . c o m

THE CARPENTERS ARMS
LIMPSFIELD CHART
Dale and his team welcome you to
our friendly village pub and
restaurant serving delicious home
cooked food.
Please send us your views if you
think we could do better or join our
friends mailing list by emailing:
carpenters@westerham brewery.co.uk

http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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Limpsfield Community Orchard
I am delighted to report that we have had another good harvest in the
Community Orchard with our two tasting days well supported by many
eager visitors who picked and sampled several different varieties. It’s
interesting to see how crops vary from year to year; our most consistently
heavy croppers, Sunset and Herefordshire Russet, did us proud again with
lovely clean flavoursome fruit. And I am pleased to tell you that the Sunset
tree which had been so badly nibbled by the rabbits appears to have
recovered, and is in good health. Crops on Fiesta, James Grieve and Lord
Lambourne were much better than last year and the Bramley Seedling and
Newton Wonder (both Cookers) had fruit for the first time. Bountiful had a
poor crop, not a surprise as last year it was utterly prolific. This year too
for the first time we harvested over 15lbs of damsons which all went to
good homes for jams and jellies.
Some trees are struggling however. We have had to make the hard decision
to grub out the two George Cave which had no crop at all this year due to
canker which has sapped all their strength. We are in the middle of
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choosing some new trees which we will plant as whips. An almost
impossible choice as there are 100s to choose from. The seductive
names…..Hoary Morning, Cockle Pippin, Pitmaston Pineapple, Pixie,
Ashmead’s Kernal and Tydeman’s Late Orange make the choice very
hard. We must focus on taste, cropping regularity, disease resistance,
pollination dates and storage times.
During October we have had three most successful visits from Limpsfield
School. The children were able to pick and taste an apple, and we talked
about the fact that the trees are each 6 years old and much the same age
as the children visiting. Somewhat taller though! A new event this year
has been a visit from the Oxted Rainbows (a pre-Brownie Group of 5 to 6
year old girls) when the children enjoyed walking through the woods,
tasting the apples (Lord Lambourne took 1st prize) and taking part in a
scavenger hunt.
We continue with working parties…..good fun and not too arduous. Our
Annual Masterclass in Pruning is set for Saturday 25th February 2017.
This is well worth attending and as numbers are limited, do contact me
for further information. Another date for the diary is for the Wassail on
Saturday January 28th 2017 from 5.30pm. Please see our blog (http://
orchardlimpsfield.blogspot.co.uk/) or local posters for further details
nearer the time. If you’ve not been yet it is a must…..pagan activity
involving a torch lit procession, singing, chasing the devils, mulled cider,
apple cake and an enormous bonfire….how could it fail to entice you?
Perfect entertainment for children and grandchildren too.
I must mention our loyal group of Friends of the Orchard. Mostly paying
a £10 annual fee they support our financial outgoings (mowing, insurance
and essential equipment for example) and thereafter have the benefit of
organic apples, pears and damsons. We thank them all.
Helen Ellson
Chair, Limpsfield Community Orchard
FREE
THOROUGHBRED HORSE MANURE
with virtually no straw, sawdust or shavings etc
Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or trailer, and take it home.
It’s the best food available for your plants and flowers.
0777 178 4322 .
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Our New Tandridge District Councillor
Well, the journey from
“ Wo u l d y o u c o n s i d e r
standing for election as a
Councillor on behalf of
OLRG?”
(Oxted and
Limpsfield Residents
Group), to being elected as
your representative was
more than interesting. So
thank you everyone, who
put aside what they were
doing, opened the door and
entered into discussion
with an uninvited stranger
during the campaign!
I have lived in this area
since 1967. In Hurst Green
and then Old Oxted for a
while, then with Kay and our three children, Sam, Joe and Lotti, moved to
The Lodge, Itchingwood Common. We have had several Labradors and
some of you will have met Alfie, the latest. I value this rural area with its
villages and small towns.
As a qualified engineer, I worked for many years for a local engineering
company based in Hurst Green (now housing), first as a designer and later
as Sales Manager for the sophisticated equipment which we exported all
over the world. I took a break from this and became a teacher for six years
before resuming as International Sales Manager at Ajax Magnethermeric
TOCCO. My experience included selling and handling complex
engineering contracts, and managing a small team of professionals. I hope
this industrial background has given me the experience necessary to do a
good job as your Councillor.
Recently I lived in New Zealand for three years in both Christchurch and
Auckland where, as an alternative to the high property prices, we bought a
yacht and lived on that in a marina and experienced some of the best
sailing in the world.
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In 2010 I became aware that there had been rather a lot of houses built
locally over the last decade or so. On return from New Zealand in early
2015 I was shocked. The increase in traffic congestion, particularly in
Oxted, Limpsfield and Hurst Green, was significant. It therefore seemed
to be a good move to join the residents group to keep abreast of
developments as the quality of our environment was definitely taking a
hit. In April 2016, considering the choice of perhaps moving or doing
something about it I indicated to OLRG a willingness to become more
actively involved. I got to know some of the committee, read parts of the
Tandridge District Council plan and the OLRG response. The latter I
found very thorough, professional and unbiased, the TDC proposals fairly
depressing because they failed to take into consideration the views and
interests of the residents and astonishingly did not reflect the real
situation particularly with regards to infrastructure. I followed Jackie
Wren's progress with interest and was shocked at the decision to demolish
Beadles Lane School. So when requested to stand for the Limpsfield
Ward by OLRG I accepted. I have every confidence that we will make
our mark in representing and protecting the values of Limpsfield
residents and work towards improving transparency and accountability at
TDC. As my job will be to champion your values and priorities, listening
to your views was an important and fascinating experience.
Limpsfield is not amused by the gasholder saga, is very concerned about
the Moorhouse distribution depot, has a jaundiced view of the TDC local
plan, is very concerned about our infrastructure, existing services, and
particularly Green Belt and Open Spaces. The impact of the high levels
of housing development in Tandridge was raised repeatedly. The waste
and recycling service was much complimented, the planning service
much criticised. Traffic speed and noise issues were raised many times as
was parking. Almost everyone, regardless of political or demographic
considerations, expressed concern over current and future proposed
levels of house building. Additionally, far too many expensive homes
being built and not enough new properties accessible to young people.
Most of you indicated that we need to be realistic regarding the
limitations of our infrastructure citing one or more of the following:
The Health Centre being inadequate - waiting times of 3 weeks.
The parking situation in Oxted and Hurst Green.
The overcrowded commuter trains from Oxted and Hurst Green.
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The influence of the proposed Moorhouse development on peak time
traffic & noise on the A25
The competition for school places.
The lack of jobs in the Tandridge area.
Traffic noise, speed, congestion and levels particularly at peak times in
Limpsfield village, A25 Oxted centre, Detillens Lane and Snatts Hill.
The Green Belt and open spaces were generally seen as very valuable and
an important part of the character of the area. That these assets and the
rural nature were a characteristic that made the area attractive. That
building on Green Belt was a dangerous precedent.
On planning applications there were a few complimentary statements but
the majority were quite critical. This subject was raised by many who
voiced concern over the outcomes from the planning service. In particular
the development behind The Old Lodge in Limpsfield High Street was
repeatedly and strongly criticised as inappropriate as was the Beadles Lane
school destruction. Many voiced a concern that the planning service was
operated too much like a business making money. Many young people in
their twenties were faced with the prospect of moving out of the area as
they could not afford the high price of the houses being built. The
influence of party politics at local level was cited as inappropriate by
many of you from all political persuasions.
All in all, after hearing these views in whole or part from so many people
and experiencing the very positive encouragement from so many of you I
became confident that my views, OLRG's views and a large proportion of
the residents of Limpsfield's view, were substantially aligned. The voting
confirmed this even more strongly than expected.
To keep up to date with developments you can ask to be included in
OLRG's email list by sending a request to
oxted.residents@btinternet.com . We also run a web site, a Facebook
group and have a presence on Twitter.
Phil Davies
Tandridge District Councillor
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The Village Shop
No – this is not a jigsaw puzzle – it’s the real thing! Each year it’s that
predicament – presents for relatives, neighbours, the school, friends! We
have it here, on your doorstep, so please come in and have a look around.
If you want something with your own personal touch, choose things to
have in a hamper and we will put it all together, beautifully gift wrapped.
Maybe a lemon and lime marmalade; honey; butterscotch biscuits,
coloured peppercorns and some olives – and of course some gold coins?
Why not put your selection into one of our new hessian bags which will
make a fabulous and useful present. If you haven’t already ordered your
turkey, come into the shop and place your order. Stockenden Farm is a
local well established supplier: the turkeys are delicious, come with no
added water, and have travelled less than 3 ‘food’ miles. Everyone at the
Memorial Stores would like to wish you and your family a very happy and
healthy Christmas. We look forward to seeing you in the shop and hope
you will tell your friends and neighbours - everyone is welcome. Finally a
special thank you to all our volunteers (you may be one of them) and our
staff for their dedicated service to the shop. This year we had some
unexpected illnesses and everyone was there to help.
Kari Pridden
31

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
December 2016 – February 2017
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian worship and to serve our
locality. Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or
Revd Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday
8am Said Eucharist
10am Sung Eucharist with hymns
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in
the month the service is especially for them. There are always activities at the
back of the Church for the children.
Monday 6 - 6.45pm Meditation Group Wednesday 9am Morning prayer
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Tuesday 3rd January. Monday 27th February, Monday 27th March 3.30 - 4.30.
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and songs
in the Church. This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their
parents.
EVENTS
Coffee Morning The Carpenters Arms 10.30 -12 noon
Tuesday 6th December, 3rd January, 7th February
Bridge Drive Friday 17th February 2pm Crockham Hill Hall
SERVICES
Sunday 11th December 6.30pm Carol Service
Saturday 24th December 4pm Christingle and Crib Service
Please bring a new toy wrapped and labelled for a boy or girl
to go to Women’s Aid
Please dress as angels or shepherds
Saturday 24th December 11.15pm Midnight Eucharist
Sunday 25th December 10am Family Eucharist

Baptism:

REGISTER
September Oska Cox, 9th October Oliver and Jonty Arscott,
30th October Evelyn Sifia Beattie,
27th November Dixie Claxton
Memorial Service 14th September Anne Farrell

25th
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge

Revd Wendy Harvey

723153

Team Rector
Vicar
Honorary Curates

Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short
Revd Ruth Rainbird
Revd Gerald South
Revd Matt Baker
Caroline Campbell

712512
01959 577289
713683
01959 577598
716089
712512

Treasurer

Gareth Morgan
Eileen Perryer
Melanie Calver

017764 187 717
712086
714196

PCC Secretary

Brenda Pottle

715980

Captain of Bells

Ian Day

01959 561691

Choir

Shanie Kirkwood

722107

Church Cleaning

Brenda Pottle

715980

Church Flowers

Shanie Kirkwood

722107

Church Garden

Bruce Buckingham

01732 864276

Electoral Roll Officer

Brenda Pottle

715980

Good Neighbours
Organisers
Health and Safety Officer

Elizabeth Roberts
Ann Fletcher
Bruce Buckingham

722369
713888
01732 864276

Organists

Sacristan

Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire
Ann Fletcher

717100
723257
715980
01959 524887
713888

Safeguarding Officer

Clare Carr-Locke

723289

Team Communications
Administrator
Church Wardens

St Andrew’s Hall Bookings Lorna Tooth
lornathursfield@yahoo.co.uk
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730310

Priest’s Letter
A very happy Christmas to everyone - and what would be the thing

that made you happiest of all? Having your family around you?
Well yes, but families can be difficult and in any case we don’t all
have large families, or sometimes we have lost people. Or maybe
getting that gift that you have been longing for? But will that really
bring you long lasting joy. Peace in the world? If only we could
bring that about. I was thinking that the way to long lasting peace
and happiness is firstly to start with yourself and decide to change
your attitude to life, which is something that won’t be gift-wrapped
under the Christmas tree, or carefully stuffed and cooked at Gas
mark 3! Instead you need to take yourself in hand and decide to let
go of all that has been hurting you, to put aside all the slights,
insults and arguments you have been having with others. Just think
to yourself how it would be if you were really close to those who
have hurt you and you simply wanted the best for them. It may
take a while for this to be reciprocated, but I am just talking about
you, not them. Just start with yourself, forgetting the hurts and
being as kind as you can. How does it feel to be open, generous
and free from pain? Of course this is what God does for us all the
time. He loves us completely, forgives us completely and gives us
his grace. Freely and generously he gives to us, not as we deserve,
but simply out of love and generosity. Then the second part is to
come to know God for yourself. This sounds as if it might be a
long process but why not try just changing the way you see things.
Open your eyes to really see the utter beauty that surrounds us, the
glory of the sunset, the sound of a bird, the silence of the stars.
God who created all that created you. You are the most wondrous
part of it. So enjoy being you, enjoy simply being alive. God
holds all things in his hands, things and people already gone, those
to come. That is the most important thing in the world and
knowing that brings everlasting peace and joy and bliss, not just at
Christmas but every day of the year. Happy Christmas everyone.
Wendy Harvey (723153)
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A grace composed and spoken by David Whitmore before the Na9onal Trust
Task Force annual dinner on 7th November: so good we had to repeat it!
God bless this meal and our time together.
And as we meet in all kinds of weather
Earlier and earlier each Thursday morn,
Although we may be shabbily shorn
We are a smart working force
Striving next the old golf course
In two very distinctive classes
Humble labourers most with bus passes
And noble knights of the chain saw
Slaying trees with a merciless roar
Keeping The Chart in right good order
All the way up to the Kentish border.
God bless what we do as we do it for
The Trust and the lady Eleanor.

Home-Sweet-Home
Premier
Cat Sitting Service

* Reasonable rates
* References supplied
* Fully insured
* Well established local business
for over 15 years
*One or two visits a day
Sherida Haley - 01883 724 770
or 0777 316 5081
www.catsittingoxted.co.uk
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Christmas and Feeding the Family
Everyone wants to go back to Mum’s (or Granny’s) for Christmas, and
Mum or Granny has to feed them. But what about the gaps in the
timetable, Christmas Eve, or three days after Christmas when the hungry
horde have demolished the turkey and the ham? We asked four ladies of
the Chart for their alternative Christmastide recipes, their stopgaps for
any crisis. Apart from which they are very good recipes.

Chartlands Fish Pie from Cathy Wardlaw
Serves 6
1 onion finely chopped
2 carrots finely chopped
Olive oil
Approximately 285g Double Cream
2 good handfuls of grated mature Cheddar or Parmesan cheese
Juice of 1 lemon
Generous teaspoon Dijon mustard
455g Smoked Haddock/Cod and/or Lightly Smoked Salmon fillets.
In a saucepan, gently fry the onion and carrots in a little olive oil until the
onion is transparent and the carrots are almost cooked. Add the cream and
bring to the boil. Remove from the heat and add the cheese, mustard and
lemon juice and season to taste.
Remove the skin from the fish and chop roughly into 3 or 4 cm pieces and
place in an oven proof shallow dish. Now pour the cheese sauce over the
fish.
For the topping:
Half Ciabatta loaf, amount to taste
Large handful parsley, finely chopped
Large handful of Parmesan, grated
Whizz the ciabatta in a food processor with the parsley and parmesan until
you have a breadcrumb mixture, although not too fine. Sprinkle this on top
of the fish and dot with cubes of butter. This topping is crunchier than
mashed potato and less gloopy when mixed with the sauce. Place in the
oven, 230 degrees C/450 F/gas 8, for about 25-30 minutes until golden and
bubbling. I like to serve this with a green salad, fresh before the onslaught of
The Turkey.
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Apple Mincemeat Jalousie from Daphne Mackay
Serves 6
350g puff pastry
100-175g mincemeat
1 large cooking apple
1 tablespoon sugar
2 teaspoons brandy
Roll out the pastry thinly to about 18 cm wide and 45cm long. Cut in
half across to make two 22cm long strips. Flour one strip lightly and
fold in half lengthwise. Using a sharp knife cut a series of slits through
the folded edge to within 3 cm of the trimmed edge.
Place the plain strip on a wetted baking try and spread the mincemeat
over it to within 3 cm of the edge all round. Thinly slice the apple and
place on top of the mincemeat, sprinkle with the sugar and brandy.
Dampen the pastry edge all round. Open out the slashed strip of pastry
and place over the filling to cover both the base and the filling. Seal the
edges, trim with a sharp knife and flute (as for a fruit pie). Brush with a
little milk and sprinkle with sugar.
Place in the centre of a very hot oven, 220C or Gas No.7, and bake for
25-20 minutes or until risen and brown. Reduce the heat after 20
minutes if the pastry colours too much. Dredge with icing sugar, cut
slices and serve hot with brandy butter.

Mixed berry and white chocolate trifle from
Katharine Eldridge
Serves 6-8
600g mixed berries
140g biscotti
3tbsp amaretti or marsala
100ml double cream
100g white chocolate, roughly chopped
300ml carton fresh custard, not straight from the fridge
225ml crème fraîche
1tsp vanilla extract
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2
3
4
5
6

Place the biscotti in the bottom of a glass serving bowl and sprinkle
over the amaretti. Then top with the mixed fruit.
Put the chocolate in a bowl and melt over a pan of hot water or in the
low oven. Stir until smooth then leave to cool down.
Lightly whip the double cream and leave at room temperature.
Slowly pour the custard onto the chocolate mixing as you go. Then
fold in the double cream. Pour this mixture over the fruit. Cover and
put into the fridge for at least 2 hours.
Mix the crème fraîche with the vanilla extract and spoon over the
custard mixture. Chill again or leave overnight before serving.
Remove from the refrigerator at least 20 minutes before serving.
Garnish with fresh raspberries or crushed amaretti biscuits.

Cheese Souflé from Pam Wickham
1oz butter
1/2 oz flour
1 pint milk
3 eggs
salt and and cayenne pepper
1oz grated cheddar cheese
1.
2.
3.
4.

Melt butter, add the flour, cook for one minute.
Remove from heat and stir in the milk gradually.
Return to heat and bring to boil, stirring continually.
Cook for one minute and then remove from heat and allow to cool to
cool a little
5. Add yolks, salt, cayenne pepper and grated cheese.
6. Whisk egg whites until stiff ,
7. Stir in a spoonful to soften mixture then gradually fold in the
remainder with a tablespoon
8. Pour into a buttered 6 inch casserole or soufflé case (1 ¾ pint) and
bake in the middle of a moderately hot oven (975F) for 20-30 mins
9. Serve immediately
Variations - Add one or more of the following
2-3 oz sliced cooked mushrooms; 2 ozs sliced prawns or tips;
4 ozs cooked chopped celery; 8ozs flaked salmon;
4ozs chopped ham; Small cooked cauliflower florets
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Bright as a button

Continual assessment ensures that pupils stay on track and
achieve the stretching targets set for them. Our small class
sizes allow them to cotton on quickly to what is expected.
Places available for Year 3 entry in 2018
For details of school Open Mornings contact Nick Tappin on
01883 733841 or visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Oxted RH8 0QU
39

Chart events

Chart Singers. The Chart Singers continue to meet up at Crockham Hill
School Hall every Tuesday at 7.30 in term time under the direction of
their Musical director Graham Dinnage. This term they have been
learning new carols and will be performing at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club
on 6th December at 6 pm. There will be a recital and party for friends
and families of the choir later.
Bulk Rubbish Collection.
pm.

10th December at Stoneleigh Road 12-2.15

….and past
Christmas Bazaar, 12th November. The weather forecast was wet and
miserable for the Bazaar. But that did not put off the stall holders and
their helpers from setting up and, perhaps because it was so miserable, the
Bazaar was crowded out and made a record amount of £1821. There were
stalls selling everything from cakes to jewellery, books to bric-a-brac.
You could have a coffee and a biscuit or homemade soup and French
bread and cheese, and Father Christmas turned up. The Christmas Bazaar
is a great village happening and Brenda Pottle should be thanked and
congratulated for organising it. Mike Buxton from BBC Radio Surrey
opened the show and later emailed Brenda to say “it was genuinely great
to see so many people wanting to be part of their community”.
Log Sale. The National Trust log sale on 22nd October raised £445 thanks
to the generosity of our friends on the Chart. The money will be used to
help pay for the purchase of spare parts for the Task Force chainsaws.
The Task Force is planning to have another log sale in the new year
(weather permitting). If you would like to be put on the log list, please
email Martin Edser on martin@chartcroft.com.
Police Warning. Two similar thefts from cars on the Chart. In each case
a window was smashed and a handbag stolen from under a seat.
The
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Police believe the suspect may have been in a grey Ford Transit van and
watched the victims hiding their handbags.
Chart Men’s Dinner 12th October. This was one of the most successful
Men’s Dinners. 65 came, including many who had never been before. The
speaker was Tony Hall, the Director General of the BBC who talked about
the challenges of running the Corporation and why he loved it (see article
page 4).
Chart Ladies’ Dinner 9th November. The ladies met as usual at Limpsfield
Chart Golf Club and the speaker was Diana Davy who told the story of how
she learnt to fly at 55, and has finished up with her own plane at Biggin Hill.

The Chart News is a combined effort by two
editors, an editorial board of five, numerous
helpers, professional proof readers who do the
most valuable job of all, and a first rate and very
helpful printer. Many thanks to all of them.
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Limpsfield School Report
In September we welcomed sixty new children into our Reception
Classes. They are, in the main, a confident group and have settled into
school life really quickly. This was shown particularly at our Harvest
Festival. The theme was A British Harvest and all the children sang their
hearts out. Praise was given for the rich variety of produce that can be
grown in our country, though there was one song which did mention that
the children were not quite so thankful for brussel sprouts!
We have a packed curriculum to deliver to ensure our children learn in a
fun and exciting way. If we can engage the children in learning at their
first school we believe they are set up for life. We are so lucky to be
surrounded by such a beautiful common and we use it constantly to bring
the curriculum alive. I am sure many people pass the school and see
children in blue uniforms playing happily on the common, exploring the
woods for mini-beasts or, if they venture further into the woods, climbing
trees, building dens and lighting fires (well supervised of course!).
Limpsfield is a great place to be.
Children self-assess their work and are taught that good learners
sometime make mistakes and work hard to rectify them. Children learn
not to compare themselves to others but to endeavor to keep improving
their own work and skills. They are taught to say “We don’t say we can’t
do it – we say we can’t do it yet!” This certainly seems to be working and
we are finding the children are very honest in self-assessment of their
work. If they need a bit of help they will ask for it.
As I write it is still October and it seems too early to mention Christmas.
However we are looking forward to performing our Nativity Play Stargazers - at The Barn Theatre this year. The children are very excited
about performing on a real stage – and the audience will have comfy
seats. Win, win all round!! I look forward to seeing many of you at our
Christmas Fair at school on Saturday 10 December. If you would like to
see us in action, our next open mornings are on Thursday 17 November,
Thursday 2 March and Wednesday 14 June from 9.15 to 11.30am. Of
course, I am always happy to meet parents and show them round the
school at other times by appointment.
Jenny Baird
Head Teacher
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DOG WALKING
Reliable and friendly sports ﬁt local
lady who loves dogs: I take canine
friends for an hour to an hour and a
half brisk walks, or for energeDc
younger dogs, runs of 7 or 8 miles –
any day by mutual arrangement.

Freelance mobile
HAIRDRESSER
with over 15 years’ experience
Cut and blowdrys
Hair ups
Creative colours to highlites
www.nuska.co.uk
07956447132

Overnight stays – with a secure
walled garden, this is a more
homely and friendly environment
than tradiDonal kennels.

Call 07880 632184 Email:
edgies6@yahoo.co.uk
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CONFIDENTIAL
COUNSELLING

Chiropodist

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Kim Sullivan
SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders,
low Self-Esteem, Isolation,
Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress

01883 723412

For further information
without commitment
07507 602744

Are your feet complaining?
Give them a treat,
they deserve it!

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277
Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

Limpsfield Chart

ARNOLD HEIJMER

Toddler Group

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs

St Andrews Church Hall
Limps6ield Chart

REPAIR & RESTORATION OF

Clocks and Barometers

Thurs 9.30-11.30am
Ideal for babies to 4 years
Toys, baby area, crafts, song
time.
Just come along on the day, have
a cuppa and a friendly chat and
meet other mums and carers.
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Wheel and pinions made
Dials restored
All work guaranteed
Free estimates

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257

St Andrew's Church

Wendy Harvey

723153

Bell Ringers

Ian Day

Chart Singers

Annie Blanchard

722049

Toddler Group

Catherine Kinnear

723659

Wednesday Group

Marianne Harris

722108

Cricket Club

Sue O'Rourke

734587

Golf Club

Keith Johnson

723405

Carpenters Arms

Dale Harris

722209

Memorial Stores

Kerry Daniels

713306

Limpsfield School

Jenny Baird

723183

National Trust Warden

Mark Richards

St Andrew's Fairs

Brenda Pottle

715980

St Andrew's Hall

Lorna Tooth

730310

The Chapel

Jonathan Avery

382492

British Legion

Colin Foley

722105

Chart News

Neil Mackay

723231

01959 561691

07770 887679

If you have any additions to the Notice Board, please contact David Wickham
on 01883 652113
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Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
kitchens ▪ bathrooms ▪ plumbing ▪ tiling ▪ joinery
▪ plastering ▪ flooring ▪ patios ▪ driveways ▪
brickwork ▪ fencing ▪ turfing ▪ paving ▪ property
maintenance ▪ renovation ▪ and much more.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk
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An Indian Summer?
So far as I was concerned an Indian Summer, if we enjoyed one at all, came late in
September. But this year was different. For while September was drier than average and
there were a couple of warm days around the middle of the month, the weather was hardly
a cause for comment. But come October and suddenly it seemed like an Indian

A touch of Folklore?

Summer – temperatures up to 20o in the first week and very little wind or rain. Apart from
being only a little cooler it was much the same for the rest of the month. The trees
responded accordingly, with wonderful colours, the oaks in particular turning a lovely pale
golden brown such as I cannot recall ever seeing. November was still unusually warm,
though undeniably cooler and wetter. Then at the month's end night temperatures
plummeted. With that came severe frosts, clear skies, complete calm, and truly spectacular
sunsets. Perhaps this year one might call it an Indian Autumn.
PJO

PLATINUM PLUMBING
Your friendly and reliable local plumber
- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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Gardening Notes
There's nothing like a
carefully chosen gift at
Christmas. I suspect I
am not alone in being
time constrained and
rather unwilling to
grapple with the hurly
burly of high street
shopping, especially
when it gets closer to
Christmas.
When it
comes to gardening
themed gifts, I theorize that there are broadly two kinds of gardener. There
are the thrifty, resourceful gardeners (a la Monty Don) who rarely visit
Garden Centres, and then only for essentials, like raffia for securing their
onion harvest (which is available in lots of colours so why not use it?), or
oil for their shears. Then there are the gadget hungry, new plant/must have
gardeners, who, unsurprisingly, are easier to shop for.
It's gratifying when something broken can be utilized and doubly gratifying
if it can become a present. Broken teapots, buckets with a hole in, even an
old boot can be planted up with winter pansies and violas, under planted
with a few bulbs. Hardy plants that would work include Heucheras with
their colourful evergreen foliage and compact habit. There is even one
named 'Plum Pudding' for that festive theme. Ferns and evergreen grasses
such as Carex Evergold, or the Blue Festuca, which pairs up well with
Skimmia jap. Rubella (widely available in small pots at this time of year).
Ask about the Tub and Basket range of plants in your garden centre, ideal
for this kind of planting. If that's not quite your style, plant up a new
container with layers of bulbs, starting with tulips, then narcissus and
finally the smaller bulbs such as crocus/muscari/snowdrops. Fill the top
layer with bedding plants. If you are handy with a needle and thread, and
have Lavender in your garden, harvest it and make Lavender pouches for
placing with linen or clothing. The range of attractive materials makes it
possible to personalize this gift.
Speaking of clothing, a woolly hat for the gardener or some neoprene
gloves. Good gloves are expensive, but how many of us buy the cheap
ones because it seems a bit extravagant to spend £20 on a pair of
48

gloves......on this note, it's not a bad idea to keep a present diary – of what
you gave and received, because we usually give presents we would like
ourselves! It can be a useful clue to what to give someone next time
round.
Gardening literature is also worth considering. I found ample inspiration
in the Wisley shop on a recent visit. From the humorous, 'The Grumpy
Gardener' by Ivor Grump, Thelwell's 'Up the Garden Path', Hayne's
Allotment Manual for the mechanically minded, a James Wong book for
the adventurous grower.
I have a particular liking for the vintage or older writings that may be
discovered in second hand book shops, although I am careful to avoid
coffee table books. They are mostly full of superficially impressive
images but lacking any real substance. Why show a fabulous tree or plant
and not name it, what is the point? In fact, if you crave the truly obscure
and really botanical something that will impress the serious minded, look
no further than that second hand book shop. Not all information about
gardening has an expiry date. It is true that varieties have changed and
newer disease resistant plants come along, but cultivation techniques and
good husbandry is there for the taking, often with beautiful illustrations.
Gifts for the more acquisitive or even trendy among us, well, solar
lighting is very much in vogue. Any kind of lighting is in. Outdoor
seating areas can be enhanced either by using string lights on the potted
plants, uplighting under specimen plants, or quite simply, tea lights.
There is a wide range of decorative glass and metal hanging products for
this purpose.
Good practical gifts include things like pot making kits that reuse
newspaper and are ideal for seedlings. Seeds make good stocking fillers
and if you have collected seed from your own garden, don’t need to be
costly. I wouldn't be without my garden snips (They look like miniature
sheep shears) which make light work of dead heading bedding and house
plants. Garden signs, often humorous, like the door mats – never mind
the dog, beware of the owner!, plaques stating ‘I'm in the garden’ or
similar. Hand creams and specialist hand soaps for gardeners. It's hard to
beat the savon de Marseille (how unpatriotic of me......), but there's
something about the texture that speaks of quality. You'll find barrier
creams in garden centres and heaps of gift sets of hand creams. Other gifts
49

to consider are a subscription to a magazine or membership of a gardening
organisation. Less usual ones to consider might be The Soil Association or
The Countryside Restoration Trust or Garden Organic (formerly the Henry
Doubleday Research Association – founded by Lawrence Hills).
Finally, gardening is sometimes well accompanied by music, so why not
introduce someone to your own favourites. For instance, tackling a
stubborn mob of brambles to the tune of Saint Saën's 'Carnival of the
Animals'. Weed the borders to Satie's “Gymnopedies”. If you need to let
off some steam, look no further than Poulenc's Organ concerto in G minor.
Or if classical music doesn't light your candle, I'm sure we can all relate to
Crosby, Stills and Nash's 'Helplessly Hoping'!.
Feel free to share your preferences.
Emily Tawse
gardeneye@outlook.com

www.crabwood.co.uk

CRABWOOD

13 BLUEHOUSE LANE, OXTED, SURREY RH8 0AA

Small self- contained flats for independent senior citizens
Affordable rents
Unfurnished
Resident part-time manager
Attractive gardens
Close to Oxted town centre, station and shops
Interested now or for the future?
If so please contact: The Manager 0796 3669 452 manager@crabwood.co.uk
Oxted, Limpsfield & District Housing Association Ltd

www.crabwood.co.uk
A charitable Registered Social Landlord – Homes & Communities Agency. Reg. No. L0691
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No. 262608

OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL
Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)

SPRING SALE
Thursday, 16TH March
10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.
CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS - RAFFLE BOOKS FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6
8RF
Tel 01342 893351

07807699781
knowles-stainedglassworks@hotmail.co.uk

www.knowlesstainedglassworks.co.uk
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A Prehistoric Site, Hazelwood, and Marmalade!
One summer’s day this year, my wife and I went to Avebury in Wiltshire;
our second visit. We walked around the impressive rampart-like man-made
banks that surround the site and marvelled at the size of some of the
stones. Later we explored the Avebury Manor.

Moor House - educationally if not architecturally brilliant

It so happened that when the National Trust acquired the house it was
virtually empty; this gave the Trust a unique opportunity to experiment.
Rather than presenting the house internally as if frozen in one period of
time, the opportunity was taken, in conjunction with the BBC, to present
each room decorated and furnished in the various styles reflecting the
different periods of the history of the house. Thus one room is decked out
as it would have been in the sixteenth century, another is a bedroom
prepared for Queen Anne, and so on. The BBC filmed the furnishing and
decorating activity over a period of months and broadcast on Television
with Penelope Keith and Paul Martin as presenters.
On entering the house,
surprisingly, the first
room on entry is all
1920’s with Art Deco
furniture. I noticed the
radio, the cocktail
cabinet, and then in a
corner a little cabinet
with a display of
Keiller marmalade
jars. Upon enquiry I
learned that the manor
at one time belonged to Alexander Keiller, a son of the Keillers of Dundee.
Alexander’s great, great grandmother, Janet was a very resourceful
woman, it appears. The story goes that sometime in the 1760’s a ship laden
with Seville oranges arrived in Dundee, and a member of the family
bought the cargo to give Janet a different fruit to cook with. One version of
the story refers to the ‘distressed’ cargo of oranges. One can guess that in
the days of sail depending on the winds to get the ship to harbour on time
there might well have been many ‘distressed’ cargoes unloaded and
auctioned, and no doubt many ‘distressed’ ships owners and crews!
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Janet’s marmalade proved to be popular and the word spread as fast as
the marmalade so the family together went into production to satisfy
demand. By the time that Alexander was born in 1889 the company
had grown into a large business exporting their product around the
world. His father’s health was poor and because of this he retired from
the business but remained as Chairman. He also sold the family home
in Dundee and moved to London.
The biography that is available at Avebury then states: By the time
Alexander started at Hazelwood Preparatory School in Limpsfield,
Surrey, in the autumn of 1898, his father was spending increasing
amounts of time sailing in warmer climes, an anecdote to his poor
health. In the following year his father died. Alexander continued at
Hazelwood until 1903 when he went on to Eton College. School
holidays were spent in Aberdeenshire, an area rich in stone circles, and
it may well have been there that his interest in archaeology was born.
At the age of 21 Alexander came into his inheritance but didn’t get
involved in the company; later he sold all his shares and ceased
connection with it. He was thus able to pursue his own passions which
included athletics, skiing and fast cars. There was however, his
fascination with Archaeology. His first excavation was at Windmill
Hill, near Avebury. He went further and bought the hill! He would
have loved TimeTeam! His next project was Avebury itself, which he
felt was in a dreadful condition considering its importance, calling it
“this archaeological disgrace of Great Britain”. On site he located the
original positions of some 63 stones, some 27 were standing, reerected 23 stones which had fallen and marked the positions where
stones had once stood. After some years of working on the site renting
the Avebury Manor he took what was for him the logical step and
bought the Manor along with the entire site! Work continued with a
break because of the war and in 1943 Alexander sold the site to the
National Trust, which placed it in guardianship with the nation. He
retained the Manor, selling it in 1955 shortly before he died, to a
botanist.
Alexander Keiller left a national monument which is of major
importance and Hazelwood can be proud of a pupil who did so much
to make that treasure presentable. The marmalade is good too.
John Raymer
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The Chart Interview

Wendy Harvey
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A bit of London’s East End hearabouts
It is difficult to imagine a greater contrast in the life of a priest than a
week spent partly in the idyllic countryside around St. Andrew’s,
Limpsfield Chart and partly at Her Majesty’s Prison High Down, near
Banstead. This is the challenge facing Wendy Harvey, the Vicar of St.
Andrew’s and it is a challenge which she accepts with a deep sense of
the importance of both places. What binds them together is Wendy’s
belief in wanting to share with both sets of ‘parishioners’ her experience
of the presence of God and her joy at knowing God. It is a compelling
vision and one she explains with humility and empathy.
Wendy was brought up in Hythe. Her first teacher, who made an
indelible impression on her, was a nun at the convent school there run by
the Marist Order. From Hythe she moved to London to study French and
German, and to work as a translator and office organiser in the
Marlborough Galleries in Bond Street, where she met Henry Moore and
Francis Bacon. She married Mike, a solicitor, had four children and now
has four grandchildren. By this time the family was living at Moorhouse
and attending church at Tatsfield, where the vicar was a personal friend.
In the mid-1980s Wendy returned to work at a chartered surveyor’s
office in Mayfair, and took on the business herself when the owner died.
This is now run by her children, David and Rosie, and incorporates an
art gallery currently specialising in the ‘Tottering by Gently’ cartoons of
Annie Tempest.
When Mike died in 2002, Wendy began to fulfil her vocation by starting
the journey towards priesthood. A degree course in theology led to her
being ordained Deacon in 2008 and Priest in 2009. Her London office
work now began to take a back seat as she became Curate at Hurst Green
and a prison chaplain at Downview, a women’s prison in Banstead. She
has also worked at Pentonville, taught meditation at Holloway and
moved to HMP High Down in 2015 as part of a team of chaplains. High
Down is at the moment a local men’s prison for prisoners on remand and
those of all categories, but is shortly to be classified as Category C, the
mildest of the categories, although it has its fair share of demanding
problems.
Her work in prison takes one day per week and occasional Sundays. It
involves interviewing new prisoners, seeing people in the hospital wing
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and the segregation unit, and dealing with all the myriad problems which
these troubled men have. Her role is partly that of listener to the terrible
life stories many of them tell, but she also tries to reflect that back in the
prayers in which she leads them, explaining to them that God loves them
and understands their problems. The vast majority of those in prison,
particularly the women, have suffered abuse as children, and their home
lives have usually continued to be volatile and disordered. She takes
services and has run courses in forgiveness and restorative justice, as well
as addressing the issues of bereavement which are a regular feature of her
ministry to the prisoners. Prison is a part of life which most of us are
content to push to the outer reaches of our minds, but Wendy is happy
confronting the challenges head on.
She sees the two parts of her working life as mutually reinforcing since
she became Vicar of St. Andrew’s in 2014. The challenges facing the
Church of England are all too evident around the country, a mixture of
theological disputes, energy sapping arguments over women priests and
homosexuality, and too many church buildings for ageing and dwindling
congregations. Wendy takes the simple view that God is not much
interested in church politics, that the role of the Church is to be welcoming
and that her role is to bring God to those for whom she is responsible.
There is a calmness and stillness around her, perhaps deriving from her
involvement as teacher and practitioner in Zen meditation. Some in the
church see this as a Buddhist practice but Wendy was heartened to receive
the support of Rowan Williams, the last Archbishop.
Wendy has experienced the joys and tragedies which life can bring. Her
wide experience of so many different situations of professional and social
life, and the strength of her own inner faith, are qualities from which all
who listen to her will benefit. She has recognised in her prison work how
chaplains of different faiths can be mutually supporting and how much
they can learn from each other about faith and ministry. In the same way
what she learns and practices at St. Andrew’s and at High Down, however
wide the social and environmental gulf, will help those with troubles and
doubts and faith in both communities.

David Walsh
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CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.
Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE
Appointments 07766 141179

GuRers

Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mulley
Tel: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711 747640
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A programme of strenuous
activities for after Christmas
Beating around the bush
Jumping to conclusions
Throwing your weight around
Dragging your heels
Pushing your luck
Making mountains out of molehills
Hitting the nail on the head
Wading through paperwork
Bending over backwards
Jumping on the bandwagon
Balancing the books
Running around in circles
Climbing the ladder of success
Pulling out all the stops
Adding fuel to the fire
Putting your foot in your mouth
Starting the ball rolling
Going over the edge
Picking up the pieces
Congratulations! That was some workout, but
always exercise caution!
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LANGDALE
LANDSCAPES
Ltd
Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS
SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS
TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779
OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN
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BOOK REVIEW: ‘STOLEN CHILDREN’
by DAVID WICKHAM
Published by 2QT Limited 2016
This new novel is based on true events in
Argentina between 1977 and 2005. The story
involves a doomed love affair between a
young student and a well-connected married
lawyer. The background is the remorseless
campaign by the fascist military junta to
destroy opposition to their regime. 30,000
people, mostly from the political left, were
taken into military custody and never seen
again. Allowed no legal rights, they were never brought before any public
court. Tortured to force them to betray others, they were murdered and
either buried in secret or their bodies thrown into the River Plate from
military helicopters. For their families they became the ‘Disappeared’.
Pregnant women among them had their babies taken away to be adopted
by military families before themselves being killed. When the junta was
deposed after the Falklands War, the truth about the ‘Disappeared’ only
emerged with agonising slowness for those who had lost loved ones. The
most constant searchers after this truth, and the heroines of this book, were
the ‘Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo’ who mounted a courageous and
relentless public campaign to find their grandchildren, possibly five
hundred children born in captivity and given to other families.
The action in the book covers all these twenty-eight years. The story of
Guillermo, the lawyer, and Caridad, his student lover and mother of his
child, is played out movingly against the vast canvas of political events.
Caridad’s fate is settled not so much by her own political activism as by
her misfortune at being drawn into the insulated world of Argentina’s
economic and military elite, whose only policy is to protect their own selfinterest. Guillermo, unhappily married into that elite, realises too late that
he has shut his eyes to terrible events and, in trying to redeem himself,
sows only the seeds of his own destruction.
This very murky and shameful period of Argentinian history is a story of
epic proportions in itself. The author, one of the editors of the Chart
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Newsletter and a former BBC documentary producer, has made a film about
the ‘Disappeared’ in 1982-3 so he is well versed in the background. Using
fiction to depict dramatic real events brings the story and meaning of those
events to a much wider audience. The strength of this book lies in the way in
which that story is told through the lives of the fictional characters. It is never
less than exciting, and at times very moving, while the skilful unfolding of the
plot allows the reader to connect the threads of different incidents across the
whole time-span of the story. The characters fall into three categories. On the
one side are the villains who murder and torture, or order others to do their
dirty work for them. On the other are the righteous, most of them women in
this book, who search after truth and justice not only for themselves but for all
who have suffered. The true heroine of the book is Caridad’s mother, Clara.
In the middle are the truly compromised, those who give their tacit approval
or look the other way when dreadful things are done. In revealing what can
happen when too many of us turn the other way, the author provides a warning
for us in our own times about the dangers which exist when concepts of truth
and justice are subverted.
David Walsh
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PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied customers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX

PILATES CLASSES
at St. Andrew’s Church Hall

Exercise to change your life!

Improve your posture, strength and
flexibility, increase energy and vitality,
all while having fun.
Suitable for all ages and abilities.

SALLY GARDNER
01883 723345
Come and give it a try.
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season:
18th May to 28th Sept 2016
House and gardens open:
1pm to 5pm every Wed and Sat.
Also May and Aug bank holidays.
Guided tours of the house at 1.30,
2.30 and 3.30pm.
Gardens only open every Sun:
1pm to 5pm
Tea Rooms open 12.30

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org
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