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Editorial

We are living in troubling times. Coronavirus is with us and is already
having a major effect of all our lives. Chart News is putting together a
team to help anyone (over 70 or not) who has to self isolate and needs
help. See page 5 opposite.
In January, there was a celebration to mark the 75th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz by the Soviet Army at the end of the Second
World War. It is as well that we remember that event as we celebrate the
end of the war in Europe and the end of the world war, and hopefully the
end of all world wars. One of the survivors of Auschwitz (there were a
few, including my aunt) quoted the Nobel prize winner, Elie Wiesel,
himself an Auschwitz survivor. Wiesel wrote that the opposite of love is
not hate, but indifference. We have all seen the problems that antisemitism has had in the Labour Party, on the football field, up and down
this country and perhaps in some quiet corners of Limpsfield Chart. We
should all of us remember that indifference to any crisis is very bad news
indeed, even if it doesn’t affect us directly.
To mark the Auschwitz anniversary, we have an article from a Jewish
refugee who came to Britain as an eight year old in 1945. Odile
Stamburger (page 5) tells of her relatives who died at Auschwitz and how
she came to Britain and found it 'a kinder place.’ She and her sisters
escaped being sent to a concentration camp at the end of the war by
hours! In our Book Review (Page 44) we feature a biography which won
this year’s Costa Book of the Year prize, telling the story of a man who
volunteered to be imprisoned in Auschwitz to encourage rebellion there.
An extraordinary tale of bravery.
We publish a letter from a reader complaining that Wendy Harvey’s
article about Palestine in the last edition was unbalanced and Wendy
herself replies. (Page 8).
When the rain finally stops, if it ever does, the gardens will beckon, we
can watch the cricket and admire the new score board paid for by some
of the proceeds of the Chart Fair. We can all of us think about how we
might make a small difference to the world for the good. And remain
calm about the coronavirus!
An Editor
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Coronavirus - The Chart News Team
Coronavirus has struck and there are many who are saying our government
has been slow in making , or revealing, plans. However, we now know that
everyone over 70 should self-isolate for up to three months, and those with
underlying health problems should be doubly careful. That will surely affect
a great many - perhaps most - of our readers. Chart News is putting together
a team of helpers, most off them under 70, who can and will quickly come
to the aid of anyone who needs assistance. If you need help with your
shopping, need to visit the doctor, can’t get through to the NHS on the
phone, need your dog walked, or anything else at all, please get in touch. We
are also thinking of having a small (controlled) gathering in the Church Hall
at a regular time every day/week, where it will be possible to talk, console,
express your opinions and generally let off steam.
The most important thing for us all is not to panic and we will certainly
muddle through. As the magazine is shortly going to print, the team details
are still being finalised. So please get in touch with me. My details are
below. I will be able to put you in touch with one of the Chart News Team!!
David Wickham: Phone 01883 652113. Email dwickham@indimage.com

STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.
Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs,
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements

FREE ESTIMATES
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED
TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491
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Moving to a kinder country
Ottilie Englanderova was eight years
old when she came to England from the
German Sudetenland to join her Jewish
father. She has lived here ever since,
apart from short spells in France and
Israel. But she is lucky to be alive,
escaping a Nazi concentration camp by
hours. She has since Anglicised her
name, to Odile, and now sings in the
choir at St. Andrew’s. She has lived on
the Chart for nearly twenty years, and
is mad about all animals and birds.
Displaced persons are condemned to a
lifetime of longing for that fictitious
place they call their homeland. I came
to England in 1945 with my mother and
two sisters, to meet my Jewish father,
who had escaped from the picturesque Bohemian town of Brux, now
known by its Czech name Most. It was the bridge between Germany and
Czechoslovakia, the Sudetenland.
My father was Jewish and my mother Catholic. It was, apparently, a week
after my birth when my father fled, after insisting that we children, my twin
sisters nine years older than me and myself, were to be baptised as
Christians. Pre-Hitler, religion did not play a significant part in life and my
Jewish father and Catholic mother lived as harmoniously as anyone else.
After Hitler, everything changed. One of my cousins, we know, was sent to
Auschwitz and never returned, along with numerous friends. But another
cousin, Miriam, who now lives in Israel, did not know she was Jewish until
the war started.
Although I am happy now, I yearn to meet all those Jewish relations that I
had and who went through hell while I was in relative comfort. My two
sisters used to smuggle food to my Jewish grandmother and aunt before
they were both arrested, taken away and murdered. My mother, for the rest
of her life, bemoaned that “we have lost everything in druhn (over there),”
although she managed to overlook the fact that lots of other people were
robbed or murdered. I was kept hidden in Brux throughout the war because
I
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I ‘looked’ Jewish, unlike my sisters who were blond and blue eyed. I was
‘ein Judenkind’. I only know of my homeland through my parents’
romantic eyes - the land of Dvorak and Smetana. In Brux, German was
the language you needed to get into grammar school or university. Kafka
wrote in German. Haydn lived and worked for years in Hungary and
never learnt the language. Czech was the language of the kitchen, and this
dates back to the Austrian empire. I speak German now, although I
choose never to use it, unless I have to, but too my regret I do not speak
any Czech.
We were incredibly lucky at the end of the war, having been discovered
by the Nazis and scheduled to go the concentration camp at
Theresienstadt the next day. Then the Russians arrived and the war was
over, and how we loved the Russians! The concentration camp had been
inspected by the International Red Cross and found to be OK. How
obtuse they were. The prisoners there were mostly talented musicians
who were obliged to put on a show for the Nazis to indicate that all was
well when behind the scenes there were beatings and starvation and
murder. Everyone knew about Nazi brutality and why those musicians
had been hounded out of their homes. Men who were capable of the most
grotesque cruelty could appreciate fine music. We were very lucky
because my father had been a very respected doctor. He escaped by
walking across Poland and across the Tatra mountains. He reached
Sweden and was one of 12 doctors who were admitted to England as he
was such an expert in radiology. He had to learn a new language and retake his medical degree. Had he been a shoe maker we would all have
ended up in the gas chambers.
Once in my 40s I saw a woman friend with her mother. They seemed to
have an intimate, respectful, fun kind of relationship such as I never had.
It was like Aladdin’s door opening onto a world of treasures of which I
had no inkling. Fortunately the door closed again very quickly but it was
a brief insight into what life should be like. I hope it is the relationship I
have with my daughters.
This insight has made me realise how bereft street children must be. They
have no respectable family background, no money and probably not a
single person in the whole world whom they can emulate and admire. It is
extraordinary how few commit suicide. I would point out that no one
wants you when you have no money, and that is also true when you are
8

old. Those who have enough guard their gold
sacks carefully. These are not Jews but
everyone. This was the experience of refugees
from Hitler when they came to England, a
kinder country, to which I am eternally
grateful. I have known people who wanted to
kiss the ground because there is no persecution
here.
Look at the situation in the rest of the world
now. In Yeman, 12 million children are under
threat from starvation because of the civil war;
over 100,000 people have been killed. In
Syria, a million people are homeless, four
million are refugees in Turkey and over half a
million killed. That is partly the fault of the
Russians, so I don’t love them any more.
Odile Stamberger.

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and
December. 600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the
Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church and
elsewhere. We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please email
them to mackay717@btinternet.com and dwickham@indimage.com or ring
01883 723231 or 01883 652113.
Publishing Dates 2020/21
Copy Date
Summer
21st June
Autumn
4th September
Winter
23rd November
Spring
13th March 2021

Publishing Date
5th July
19th September
27th November
20th March 2021

Advertising costs for 4 issues:
Page £110, colour £125; Inside cover £125; Back cover £140; ½ page £60,
colour £70; ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196
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How much meat should we eat?
For those who had a vegetarian January, or for those who worry about the
amount of meat that we eat, here is a quick guide to eating well and
protecting the environment. Unfortunately it is going to be more
expensive than wolfing down meat from abroad, but it will taste better,
and it will be hugely better for the world we want to leave our children.
We should all of us eat a little less meat, and more vegetables, both for our
health and for the environment. But a lot depends of what kind of meat
(and vegetables for that matter) that we eat.
The best idea is to buy British, because our animal welfare standards are
higher than in most other countries, and that includes bacon from
Denmark or veal from Holland. It would be much better if we only ate
British vegetables as well, given the amount of carbon generated by long
distance flying.
Most British beef and lamb is grass fed for all or most of the animals’
lives, because we have swathes of grassland which will only support
grazing, rather than crops. That is just as well, because most of the wheat,
barley and oats grown here and across the world is used for animal feed. It
is the reason why there is such an argument over American beef, for
instance, because cows in the USA are kept in huge herds, fed on grain,
10
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and never see the open air. They are also injected with hormones to make
them grow faster, which is not allowed in Europe.
Veal from most of Europe is definitely to be avoided. The meat is pale,
almost white, because the calves have been kept in a shed in the dark. I
avoid veal at all times, but British veal is much redder in colour, and the
calves have lived outside for some of their lives.
If you can afford it, buying organic is the safest way to go. Even buying
meat that is not organic, but comes from a reliable butcher or supermarket
shelf and has RSPCA labelling or similar, is a big step in the right
direction. The sooner we have one set of labels to denote something
which everyone can instantly understand, the better it will be. Right now
we have RSPCA Assured, Kept By The Farmers Who Share Our Values,
Pasture For Life, Free Range, Red Tractor and a host of lesser ones which
try to hide the fact that the meat comes from a factory farm.
You can buy pork with confidence from a butcher you know, but
otherwise buying organic is much safer. Even in this country, lots of pigs
are confined in a shed for all of their lives. You only have to see a pig
enjoying life in an open field, even if it is covered in mud, to realise that
that is a much better way to farm them. Where you can’t buy organic pork,
talk to your butcher or look closely at the label to decide whether the
animal has had a decent part of its life in the open air.
In Limpsfield Chart we are lucky to have excellent butchers in
Edenbridge, Allman’s, and in Westerham, Larratt's. Allman have their own
abattoir, and all their meat is killed there. In Oxted, in the supermarkets,
you can find your way to better meat but look very carefully at the labels.
In this area too we have farmers who will sell their meat direct or from
local sales. Tony Wilkins, for instance, at Stockenden Farm, breeds
turkeys at Christmas, and chickens all through the year, and these are a
better bet than the ordinary fowl at the supermarket. And his lamb is grass
fed since they are born. We also have Nick and Babs Fuller, who keep a
herd of Sussex Longhorn cattle at Warren Barn Farm in Woldingham, and
every time a cow is killed (every couple of weeks) the meat is available
from their pop up shop. It is more expensive than at the supermarket, but
it tastes so much better.
David Wickham
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With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

Your local
one stop
car repairers
UNIPART
CAR CARE
CENTRE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

DAYSGARAGE
Serving the community since 1957
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk

Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
kitchens ▪ bathrooms ▪ plumbing ▪ tiling ▪ joinery
▪ plastering ▪ flooring ▪ patios ▪ driveways ▪
brickwork ▪ fencing ▪ turfing ▪ paving ▪ property
maintenance ▪ renovation ▪ and much more.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk

13

An Exchange of Views
Wendy Harvey’s article about her walk in Palestine in
the last issue brought a sharp response from one
reader, below. Wendy replies on the following page.
Dear Editor
Rev Wendy Harvey’s article, ‘Walking in Palestine’ (Christmas 2019),
alas, shows a lack of balance too often associated with the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. She tells us that the Amos Trust, with whom she
journeyed and for whom a collection was raised at the St Andrew’s
Christingle service, supports and stands “in solidarity with the
Palestinian people in the occupied West Bank”. Its website says that it
does the same for the people of Gaza. However, neither the article nor
the website make any mention that the suffering of Palestinians is due,
in part, at least by their appalling rulers. In both the West Bank and
Gaza, anti-semitism is common on official media and in school books,
and streets, squares and community centres are named after
“martyrs” (suicide bombers), while the Palestinian Authority, in charge
of the West Bank, pays “salaries” to terrorists serving sentences in
Israeli prisons and the families of suicide bombers.
Rev. Harvey talks about the outrages of some settlers against
Palestinian neighbours.Those acts are criminal and punishable under
Israeli law. The equivalent acts by Palestinians would be celebrated as
another blow against “the Zionists”.
Had Rev. Harvey also perhaps visited Israel her view would have been
more rounded. There she could have met the families of those maimed
and murdered while doing nothing more aggressive than sitting on a
bus, having coffee in a cafe, or queuing to go into a night club, while
living under the daily threat and reality of rocket attacks.
Terry Philpot
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Dear Terry
Thank you for your careful attention to my report of my walk in
Palestine and for making me go back and reconsider whether I presented
a balanced view. That is always salutary. I believe I tried to be calm
and generous with my words in what is a difficult and complex
situation. I should perhaps have said that I do also love Israel and the
majority of the Israelis that I met when I was studying at Tantur College
in Jerusalem a few years ago, part of the reason I was keen to go and
spend more time there.
This whole part of the world is the crucible in which three of the great
world faiths were formed and to which they look for their roots and for
inspiration. So we have much to celebrate and give thanks for. We all
need to take responsibility to see that the tragic errors of the past are not
repeated. I like this prayer - Pray not for Arab or Jew, for Palestinian or
Israeli, but pray rather for ourselves that we might not divide them in
our prayers but bring them both together in our hearts.
Wendy Harvey
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Learning with bounce

Our curriculum is well-balanced, free-ranging and innovative.
It embraces new learning opportunities like Robotics, Forensic
Science and Forest Skills. That’s why our children arrive at school
with a spring in their step.
Jump for joy at our next Open Morning
For dates and details, please see the school website

The alphabest of Ha-zelwood
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk or contact Nick Tappin 01883 733841
@HazelwoodSchoolOxted l @hazelwoodschooloxted

t @HazelwoodOxted

190902_Hazelwood_Bounce_210x148mm.indd 2
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Lead Ranger to Facilities Manager
Most of you will know that I have been doing a job away from the daily
management of the Chart for the last couple of months, and the good (or
bad??) news is that I have now got that job full time. I have now been
appointed full time as the Facilities Manager for the Surrey Hills. It wasn’t
an easy decision for me to make to leave the Chart, especially as I have
been a ranger for nearly twenty six years and have really enjoyed the role.
However, my new role as Facilities Manager has opened up new career
opportunities for me, and I am still working in the Surrey Hills, a place that
I love. I am particularly looking forward to working with a great team of
staff and volunteers across the portfolio to ensure that we deliver our
compliance objectives to the highest standard possible. Now being part of
the Property Leadership Team this is a great opportunity to consolidate my
experience and fulfil my role in taking the Surrey Hills forward to achieve
the National Trust’s Strategy.
It hard to believe that it was exactly eighteen years ago that I started on the
Chart, but over those years we have achieved so much on the common,
from the restoration of the Air Raid Shelters to the transformation of huge
areas of woodland from areas of dense holly of the understorey creating
dark uninviting woodlands to more areas of open woodland with varied age
structure allowing light to reach the woodland floor. The list of
achievements is huge, but all this great work though wouldn’t have been
achieved without the dedication and commitment from the Limpsfield
Volunteers, so I personally would like to thank them all for the job they
have done, and continue to do. I really feel that I am leaving Limpsfield
Common in a better place, not just for nature conservation but as a place
that our local community can enjoy. And Amanda and I will never forget
the guard of honour by Limpsfield volunteers that greeted us as we left the
church after we got married back in 2008.
I will no longer be directly involved in the day to day management of
Limpsfield Common, but my family and I are going to continue to live on
the Chart as before, and in our same house. Now that I am a member of the
Surrey Hills Property Leadership Team I am certainly going to ensure that
Limpsfield Common continues to play its part in the Surrey Hills portfolio
as there is so much still to be achieved.
Mark Richards
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High Down Prison
At 8.20 am on a Sunday morning before Christmas Wendy rang the front
door bell. She was taking me to prison. Wendy is a chaplain at High
Down Prison and that Sunday she was taking the 10 o’clock service
there. We drove briskly down the M25, up the M23, across Banstead
Common, up a country lane and were at High Down. A modern two
storey building, high walls topped with razor wire, with every window
barred. The sheer weight of the prison presses down on you like a huge
granite boulder.
We met up with Patti from Orpheus who was joining us. Wendy pressed
a bell, a door opened, we went in, and the door was locked behind us.
High Down is one of the local male Category B prisons serving London,
in the same category as Pentonville, Wormwood Scrubs, etc. so
everywhere you go the doors are unlocked and then locked again behind
you.
I surrendered my passport and got an ‘accompanied visitor’ badge in
return. Wendy was given a huge bunch of keys and we marched off
behind her to find her office and the prison chapel. Wendy has been a
prison visitor for thirty years and a chaplain for ten, and High Down is
where she works every week. She may be a white-haired lady, but all the
staff and most of the prisoners (1200) seemed to know her. Friendliness
is a good protection.
We eventually arrived at the prison chaplains’ room: five desks, four
computers for a large team of approx. 15 chaplains, including part-time
Pagan, Humanist, Rastafarian, etc., five full-time chaplains - a Managing
chaplain (Muslim), two further Imams, a Catholic chaplain, a free church
Pentecostal minister, a full-time Anglican and Wendy – “there are two of
us because prisoners put down C of E because they don’t know what else
to put”.
The chapel at High Down is a large square hall with barred windows and
three locked doors. We were not allowed in until the Catholics had been
shepherded out through one of the other doors. Wendy was taking
communion service, helped by an evangelical group from Moorgate, so
we had a band and the hymns were beamed up onto two screens. There
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Registered Charity No. 262608
www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk
OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL
CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE BOOKS - FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of
chairs, upholstery and seagrassing. We also carry out a variety of repairs as
well as being very handy with a needle and thread. Our Men-in-Sheds club is
ideal if you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of
woodwork. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas. We are
delighted to have visitors and we are always looking for new members,
young and old alike. Why not come and see what we have to offer – if
transport is a problem call our Manager below and we will try to help.

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)
READY FOR HOLIDAYS?
SPANISH and FRENCH language tuiBon
One to one £10.00 an hour, small
groups (3 or less ) £25.00/3h. Including
free lunch for small groups.
Spanish Football lessons for kids too !
£7 hour.
Eduardo / Christopher - 07814439947
Email address:
georgieboy12@ymail.com

HAVE FUN LEARNING!
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When you see me sitting quietly,
Like a sack left on the shelf,
Don’t think I need your chattering.
I’m listening to myself.
Hold! Stop! Don’t pity me!
Hold! Stop your sympathy!
Understanding if you got it,
Otherwise I’ll do without it!
When my bones are stiff and aching,
And my feet won’t climb the stair,
I will only ask one favour:
Don’t bring me no rocking chair.
When you see me walking, stumbling,
Don’t study and get it wrong.
‘Cause tired don’t mean lazy
And every goodbye ain’t gone.
I’m the same person I was back then,
A little less hair, a little less chin,
A lot less lungs and much less wind.
But ain’t I lucky I can still breathe in.
Maya Angelou

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft Conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied costumers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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were about 50 prisoners in the congregation, all sizes and ages,
watched by two staff. I sat next to a small elderly man and we had a
long talk. He was in for six months (“for something I didn’t do”) but
he was out at the end of the week. He also told me he had served in
the Grenadier Guards in the Middle East, and been to Bethlehem! At
the end of the service we sang a carol and, because it was Christmas,
everyone sang and it was great. But I saw my new neighbour was
crying – it was too much of a reminder of home. When the service
was over we shook hands and the prisoners left slowly. For them it
had been a break from prison routine and a reminder of a world
outside.
Wendy was staying on for the rest of Sunday to talk to prisoners
individually, and help with their problems where she could, so she
escorted Patti and me out through locked door after locked door. I did
feel freer as we drove through High Down’s gates.
As I mentioned High Down is a high security prison, and many of the
prisoners have long sentences, although there are some sent there on
remand before trial. Does prison work? Wendy’s belief is that about
20% of the prisoners have mental health issues and should be in an
(expensive) prison hospital. Another 30% plus should be having
treatment for drugs (also costly). High Down like the rest of the prison
service is understaffed, but they do their best to help to educate and to
prepare prisoners for the outside world - nevertheless 70% of prisoners
at High Down are back inside after a year. A remarkable exception to
this failure record is The Clink Restaurant at High Down which is
open to visitors. It is staffed and run by inmates as a West End
restaurant and sponsored by Locatelli. The prisoners get a rigorous
catering training (one strike and you are out), but they can get a job
when they leave and only 20% reoffend. It is an expensive experiment
that has been copied in other prisons, but it does show what can be
done.
Driving home after my visit to prison I realised how little I knew about
prisons and prisoners, and how strong and dedicated Wendy has to be
as a Prison Chaplain.
Neil Mackay
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From Airbus to Caxton Lane
New(ish) resident Chris Langton spent his life abroad
working on jets, mostly big ones, but now he and his
wife Deborah have come home - to Limpsfield Chart,
and neither have any regrets!
It’s been good to return to live in Limpsfield Chart ! My wife Deborah
and I lived in Caxton House around the time we were married in St
Peter’s Limpsfield in 1981. Nearly forty years later, with me having
retired, we’re back ! You can’t have too much of a good thing.
Our views south-west from the Greensand Ridge and the local walks
across the Chart and south into the valley remain as wonderful today as
they did then. With our flat looking into the direction of the prevailing
south-west winds, we can usually see the weather approaching us. Of
course, if you can’t see anything at all, then it’s really, really bad - so no
walking at all ! The owls we hear most nights, the occasional deer in our
garden and the murmur of distant sheep are a particular delight. Snow, of
course, makes it especially beautiful, although having to leave the car at
the top of our fairly steep lane can be a nuisance.
A decade helping to manufacture
the wings for all models of the
Airbus airliners, in north-east
Wales, was followed by seven
years in Munich supporting the
E u r o p e a n Ty p h o o n c o m b a t
aircraft programme with project
management. Deborah and I
walked (slowly) and skied (even
slower) over much of the
Bavarian and Tyrolean Alps in
this time, and often enjoyed
holidaying via an eclectic
assortment of eastern European
trains. However, the Chart’s
woodland walks and (usually)
long views over the Weald are
very hard to beat. I agree the hill
on which Outwood sits, which we
22

H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services
Alterations
Bathroom Installations
No Job too small
Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard
Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road,
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

Manager Eloise Wardlaw continues to offer you a warm welcome
this Spring with new drinks and great new menus to tempt you.
Carpenters Arms food focusses on locally-produced ingredients with
a selection of favourite British dishes and a modern European twist.
They also make a great cup of coffee which is available at any time of
the day.
Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events! Whether
it's an intimate gathering for a handful of people or an extra-special
party for up to 140 guests in our Garden Room, give us a call on
01883 722209 to find out what we can do for you. Or request a table
online.
Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!
We’re looking forward to it.
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see well from our flat, is not exactly the Zugspitze above Garmisch, but
then it doesn’t have a series of unsightly cable cars (well, not yet
anyway).
Last May, I was elected as another Oxted and Limpsfield Residents
Group (OLRG) councillor for Oxted South (Hurst Green) – I can see
almost the whole ward from our front windows. I’ve always cared about
the areas I’ve lived in and about the people who reside there. In
retirement, I now finally have the time to contribute something locally.
Working alongside my six OLRG colleagues, we work to ensure that
residents’ interests are looked after. This means that their views are
listened to, that the services they pay for are delivered and that the
future prosperity of the area is safeguarded. The work is a combination
of making sure the Council is accountable, addressing local concerns
that a number of residents talk to us about (proposed housing
development, commuter parking, narrow roads with no pavements, preschool provisions, GP surgery cover, local crime) and working on issues
that individual residents need support with. A good mix which I find
interesting and very worthwhile.
I suppose I’ve picked up the habit from the aerospace industry, but in
Council affairs I do tend to be a bit persistent in the face of dissenting
views or inaction. When an Airbus fuselage in Toulouse is patiently
awaiting its wings to be delivered from the UK, things tend to happen
quickly! I’m also a bit of a stickler for wanting to understand things.
Councils may not always move at the speed of a fighter jet (although
they can make nearly as much noise!), but the same level of challenge
and attention to detail are needed to get the best result.
Frustration, maybe? Well, yes at times. I admit it. Working as part of
any administration requires a bit of teamwork and sometimes
compromise, and this can take a bit of effort. However, when you get
the end result that residents need, it of course makes it all rewarding. If
you or your colleague’s proposal is voted down overall, er...well, at least
that’s democracy at work.
I’m also lucky enough to have time working in Martin Edser’s National
Trust team on Limpsfield Common. I can then enjoy our work when I
walk across the Common to the station once a week on the way to a day
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of employability work with
young people starting their
own businesses around
Croydon.
All in all, I know we’re all
very fortunate to live on or
near the Chart. Up here, it
almost feels sometimes like
an elevated island of near
paradise in a sea of rural
greens and greys, especially
when the morning mist
lingers a little. Long may
we cherish and protect it –
and encourage our many
admiring visitors to do
likewise!
Chris Langton

Gu\ers
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mully
Te: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711747640
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Emily’s Garden Favourites
Welcome to the new decade - celebrate by planting a tree? One or two of my
favourites get a mention today.
April. Ornamental currant can be a worthwhile addition to the shrub border.
Why not try the form 'Elkington's white' instead of the usual deep pink form
commonly seen, sometimes astride Forsythia. Good on alkaline soils. Plant
Star of Bethlehem, Onithogalium umbellatum nearby in a sunny position –
naturalises well in grass.
May is the month of the Tulip. Needs no accolades from me, the choice is
immense but I favour a species Tulip called 'Tarda', a generous multi headed
plant with white tipped yellow flowers. My shrub is the Japanese snowball
bush - Viburnum plicatum ‘Mariesii' - with dark green leaves and lace capped
white flowers giving the plant the appearance of being covered in snow. Can
attain height and spread of 3m x 4m, so allow plenty of lateral space. Good
autumn colour.
June must have a Chinese dogwood, something like Cornus kousa with it's
stunning white bracts, followed by strawberry like fruits and deep red autumn
colour. The foliage is curiously drooping and I've had many a customer
remark that it looks unwell or wilting, but it is as it should be. Excellent lawn
specimen, but not good on alkaline soil.
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alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF
01293 278326
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For July, I see Fuchsias of which the variety available is considerable. Not
talking here about the frivolous and extravagant bedding ones, no. Hardy
varieties are less fanciful and ballerina tutu, which comes from the species
magellanica. In garden centres, you will find Hawkshead, a white form, and
Riccartonii which attains good height if required.
Give August over to shrubby plumbago with its startlingly blue flowers.
Ceratostigma will cope with dry soils in full sun and reward you with flowers
well into the autumn. Varieties to look for are 'willmottianum' and 'griffithii'
for a larger plant.
For September, consider Mahonia Soft Caress. Flowers from August to
October, and is more compact than the winter flowering forms, so ideal for
containers. Combine this with some stately Agapanthus, which start around
July and continue into early autumn.
October. Clematis tangutica should be in abundance with its bell like yellow
flowers, the texture of lemon peel. It is worth growing for the seedheads which
persist into winter and glow in the evening light.
Autumn is also the season when I think Hydrangeas are at their best. They
don't always conform to that picture that prompted you to buy the plant. It may
not even attain that colour if the pH of your soil is not right. Blue needs acid,
deep pink it will go on alkaline. And as for the cone shaped magnificence of
the paniculata types.....these will magically alter in hue week by week,
regardless of the pH of your soil, perhaps starting pure white or ivory, but
gradually attaining pink hues, and that is what should be celebrated.
November and December Give me Viburnum bod. 'Dawn', a deciduous twiggy
and large shrub that will provide scented pink flowerheads just when you really
need colour in the garden.
The autumn flowering cherry tree, Prunus
subhirtella 'Autumnalis' with white flowers, although there is also a pink form
and a weeping form too, which flowers in Spring. Oh and don't forget winter
flowering honeysuckle, Lonicera purpusii 'Winter Beauty', a shrub not climber
which will flower December to March or thereabouts. December must include
the hardy cyclamen, hederifolium and coum for underplanting trees and shrubs.
I would also recommend Iris unguicularis (stylosa) the Algerian iris. Flowers
November to March. Fragrant blue or purple varieties exist, are tolerably
hardy and thrive in a sunbaked corner. If you are anything like me, carry on
making mistakes and moving things about, because one day it will be right.
Emily Tawse
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
20th March 2020 to 5th July 2020
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to
serve our locality. Please do contact the Honorary Curate Revd Ruth
Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals and other matters.
REGULAR SERVICES
8am Said Eucharist
10am Sung Eucharist with hymns
Children and families are welcomed every Sunday but on the first
Sunday of the month the service is especially child friendly. There
are always activities at the back of the Church for the children.
Sunday

Wednesday 9am Morning prayers
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 3.30 - 4.30pm St Andrew’s Hall
There are activities, fun, games, refreshments, stories and songs.
This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years of age with their
parents.
Monday 23rd March
Monday 20th April
Monday 11th May
Monday 22nd June
SERVICES
March 22nd Mothering Sunday Service at 10am
Sunday 5th April 10am Palm Sunday
Thursday 9th April 7pm Maundy Thursday, Passover Supper
Friday 10th April 10am Good Friday Service
followed by Hot Cross Buns
Sunday 12th April Easter Sunday
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday 26th April 11.15am St Andrew’s Hall
REGISTER
23rd December 2019 Funeral of Peter McGregor
15th February Baptism of Rupert Wardlaw
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge
Team Rector
Team Vicar
Honorary Curate
Reader
Church wardens

Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short
Revd Ruth Rainbird
Dr Sue Compton
Diana Davy
Gareth Morgan
Treasurer
Melanie Calver
PCC Secretary
Brenda Pottle
Captain of Bells
Ian Day
Choir
Shanie Kirkwood
Church Cleaning
Brenda Pottle
Church flowers
Shanie Kirkwood
Church Garden
Bruce Buckingham
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle
Good Neighbours
Elizabeth Roberts
Organisers
Ann Fletcher
Health & Safety
John Davy
Organists
Melanie Calver
Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire
Sacristan
Ann Fletcher
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke
Brenda Pottle
Team Communications Caroline Campbell
Administrator
comms@lltm.org.uk

01883 712512
01959 577289
01883 713683
01883 730522
01883 714282
01883 712984
01883 714196
01883 715980
01959 561691
01883 722107
01883 715980
01883 722107
01732 864276
01883 715980
01883 722369
01883 713888
01883 714282
01883 714196
01883 717100
01883 723257
01883 715980
01959 524887
01883 713999
01883 723289
01883 715980
01883 712512

The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an
editorial board of four, professional proof readers and
numerous helpers who deliver the copies and do the most
valuable job of all. We also have a first rate and very
helpful printer. Many thanks to all of them.
33

Priest’s Letter
I write two weeks from distribution date, at a time of great uncertainty for
everyone, with the risk of the spread of Coronavirus, and its consequent
threat and disruption of our everyday lives. We can only pray that it won’t
be as bad as we fear.
At this time, even the most intrepid dog walkers are tiring from
squelching through the deep mud on the High Chart, and also grateful
they haven’t had to clear their downstairs from stinking flood water as so
many have had to do in other parts of the country, often more than once.
We are still missing Wendy, but as always, when a Priest in Charge leaves,
everyone is rallying round to try to fill the gap. And, once again, I’ve
been dragged out from almost retirement to help! Actually, I’m very
pleased to be able to be involved again.
We are now into Lent, the six weeks of preparation for Easter. This is not
just a time for giving up the things we use as crutches to help us to cope
with the stresses of life, but a time when we can reflect on our spiritual
journeys, the meaning and purpose of our lives, and how we interact with
the people around us.
On Good Friday, the day we remember Christ’s Crucifixion, we have a
reflective service of meditation and prayer on the theme of his seven
words from the Cross. Easter Sunday is the opportunity to celebrate
Christ’s Resurrection from the dead. It is usually a source of wonder, how
the usual bursting out of spring into flower coincides with Christ’s
bursting from his tomb.
It would be lovely if you felt like joining us for either of these services,
each at 10am. You would be very welcome.
With all good wishes for Easter.
Ruth Rainbird 713683

Some sad news:
Colin Lyle died suddenly at home on Sunday 1st March. He was 93 and
had lived with his family at Chartlands, in Caxton Lane, for 60 years. A
Memorial Service will be held at St. Andrew’s at 3pm on Tuesday 7th
April. An obituary will appear in the next issue of the Chart News.
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The Building Professional
Mark Elliott FCIOB

30 Years Construction Experience
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions
Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms
Call Mark f or a Fast Friendly Service
Telephone: 01883 348579

Mobile: 07966 588985
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Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look you’ll love
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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Playing the forest
In 2014, Limpsfield C. E. Infant School, alongside Limpsfield in Bloom
and the National Trust, opened an all access path and Forest School site
at the north end of Grub Wood. Our school is proud to offer every one
of its pupils the opportunity to experience weekly Forest School sessions
in this beautiful British Woodland location come ‘rain or shine’!
There is only a five-minute walk from the school to reach the forest
school site, across the common and unique heather habitat. The Forest
School is fully-supported by experienced level three trained Forest
School practitioners and follows a child-centred pedagogy, where
children learn about and manage risk as well as care for and conserve the
natural world.
Children have the opportunity to explore and experience the natural
world through varied practical activities build upon their confidence,
independence and self-esteem. By using the natural resources available
in the wood, the children’s interests, imagination, creativity and enquiry
skills are stimulated.
Forest Schools originated in Denmark and across Scandinavia in the
1950s, and the ethos was one where learning was embedded in a deep
spiritual connection with the natural world. Forest School is now
countrywide and growing - the benefits are unquestionable, with children
watching their creativity and skills blossoming.
How do children achieve at Forest School? Children work with tools,
self-initiate learning and understand boundaries of behaviour, both
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SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall.
6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).
Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis.
Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes.
Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports.
Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates.
Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk
Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH
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physical and social. They learn to use tools safely, to create, build,
manage and discover. Forest School encourages children to develop
personal and social skills (team building), working through practical
problems and challenges. Physical motor skills are improved, children
are more motivated and their concentration is improved.

Children investigate how they learn best and pursue knowledge,
including the curriculum, which interests them. They have the freedom
to learn how to manage failures and build confidence in decisionmaking and evaluating risk. They begin to understand the benefits of a
balanced and healthy lifestyle, explore connections between humans and
wildlife and regularly experience achievement and success.
As well as developing their language, team-building and communication
skills, children are actively encouraged to reflect on their own learning
and experiences. They are all issued with a Forest School passport
where they enjoy recording their achievements.
Our children assure us that the best place to learn is outdoors amongst
nature!
Dr Julia Nash, Teacher and Forest School Lead
Limpsfield C. E. Infant School
And the pictures were obviously taken on the only dry day of the year so
far. Ed.
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Posing with the new Score Board: On the outside left to right: Richard
Hilson and Pete O’Rourke from the Cricket Club; on the inside:
Joanne Menichinelli and Diana Davy of the Chart Fair Committee.

A new Scoreboard for the Cricket Club
Although the club plays no competitive cricket in the winter months,
there are still many things to do in addition to preparing the playing
surface. This includes maintenance and improvement projects, chief of
which this year is a new scoreboard which was designed and built by
club player Jens Richardson and very generously funded by the Chart
Fair Committee. Many thanks for that!
Whilst the weather last season was not as good as in 2018, the close
season has seen almost constant rain for all of us. Although this creates
challenges for the cricket club in preparing the ground for the season, it
does not impact our ability to practice and both our junior and adult
players are now well into their indoor training schedule and looking
forward to the 2020 season and drier times!
The adult teams are hoping to build on the successes of last year with
the First team planning to establish themselves as a strong Division 2
side in the Kent County Village League and the Second team intending
to stay in Division 4 having been crowned Champions of Division 5 in
2019. The Sunday team has another full set of fixtures and is an ideal
stage for new players, junior players and their parents to show their
capability.
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FREE
THOROUGBRED
HORSE MANURE
with virtually no straw,
sawdust or shavings etc.
Collect from Limpsfield
Chart, by wheel barrow or
trailer, and take it home. It’s
the best food available for
your garden!

0777 178 4322
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We are always on the lookout for new players of any age and ability. Our
Chairman, Peter O’Rourke has been actively recruiting new adult players
for the 2020 season through a number of channels including social media
and we have already welcomed a few new faces to our indoor net
sessions. In late June/early July we will be offering a free taster session
to current school year 1 & 2 children in preparation for starting our next
Under 8 squad in 2021, so look out for more details and please get in
touch with me at richardhilson@hotmail.co.uk if your child would like to
join us at the free taster session.
We are proud to have been playing cricket at Moorhouse Road since
1900 and grateful to the National Trust for providing such a unique and
idyllic setting for us to play. Matches take place every Saturday
afternoon and many Sundays at the Chart with our annual Festival this
year on Sunday June 28th featuring the usual teams from the Titsey estate
and a combined team from the church and pub! You may also see junior
matches on Saturday mornings and Tuesday evenings in 2020 as well as
our Friday evening training sessions for the juniors, so please come along
at anytime, watch (if you do not wish to play) and relax with a drink
from our bar!
Richard Hilson, Juniors’ Secretary, Limpsfield Chart Cricket Club

Chart Events

Limpsfield Chart Golf Club will be holding an Open Day on Sunday 5th
April. The Club will be offering a three month full membership as a
major prize in the Chart Fair Raffle. If you ever thought of trying out golf
or taking it up again, this is your chance. The Ladies Section recently
raised £800 for Heart UK at a Bridge afternoon.
Biffa Bulk Rubbish Collection. The next collection day is Saturday, 12th
May, between 12 and 2.15 in Stoneleigh Road.
St Andrew’s Bridge Drive took place on Friday 21st February at
Crockham Hill Village Hall (a larger hall with good parking). Melanie
Calver ran the afternoon with her usual efficiency and was delighted to
announce that £1165 had been raised.
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Swimming Pool Care Service.

Swimming pool problems?
Call Phil: 0794 731 3355

hillssparklingpools@gmail.com

M &M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING
PLUMBING ●

HEATING

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tel 01732 863155
Mobs 077 742 186 84
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Book Review:
January 2020 marked
75 years since the
Russians overrun the
A u s c h w i t z
concentration Camp,
and the day has been
marked ever since as
International
Holocaust Day. This
book, by international
journalist Jack
Fairweather, tells an
almost unbelievable
story of the man who
v o l u n t e e re d t o b e
interned at Auschwitz,
to report on Nazi
crimes and raise a
secret army to stage
an uprising. Witold
Pilecki is undoubtedly
one the
greatest
heroes of the Second
World War and he
saved hundreds
of
thousands of lives.

Stockenden
Diary

This a disturbing read, but I make no apology. The book won this year’s
Costa prize for biography and then Costa’s Book of the Year. It is an
account of an extraordinarily brave man, who volunteered to be captured
and sent to Auschwitz.
Witold Pilecki was a cavalry offer in the Polish Army who then joined the
Polish resistance. Auschwitz was originally built for Poles, but soon
became the centre of the Nazi plan to kill all Jews. Well over a million
people died in Auschwitz and its neighbouring camp of Birkenau alone,
most of them Jews. When Pilecki arrived there were deaths every day from
beatings and unbelievable cruelty, and it wasn’t easy setting up a system of
informers and getting the information out to Warsaw and eventually to
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London. His reports shaped the Allies response to the Holocaust but his
story has remained hidden until now. It also becomes clear that the Allies
wanted to, or had to, play down the terrible assault on Jews by the Nazis to
keep everyone on side. Their policy was to win the war first and then save
the Jews.
Jack Fairweather, an international journalist and war correspondent, spent
five years retracing Witold Pilecki’s footsteps and he has written a gripping
book, uncomfortable to read but leaving you thinking about what you might
have done in the same circumstances. Few, I believe, would have done
what Pilecki himself did.
As he arrived in Auschwitz in September 1940, after a long train journey
packed in a cattle car, prisoners were bludgeoned and beaten. A group of
soldiers told a prisoner to run towards the fence and then laughed as he was
shot for trying to escape. The camp was originally built to house Polish
prisoners, but it soon became a death camp. The Germans had a system of
kapos or trusted guards among the prisoners who were Poles but they were
as vicious in their treatment of the other prisoners as their Masters. When a
kapo wasn’t, he was immediately shot. There were deaths everyday from
beatings, overwork and unbelievable cruelty.
Inside Auschwitz, Pilecki created and maintained an underground
resistance network that worked to keep prisoners alive, gather information,
and smuggle reports to the outside. His descriptions of life within the camp
are horrifying, charting Auschwitz's transformation from prison to the
epicentre of mass extermination. He reveals that at his first Christmas in the
camp, the Germans erected a huge tree, covered in lights. As presents,
underneath, they put the dead of that day. Most of them were Jews.
Prisoners were indiscriminately shot, starved and worked to death. And
Pilecki was among the first to see the origins of the Nazi industrialised
murder factory in gas chambers. His messages were read but ignored by the
Allies, even though he begged them to bomb the camp. He saw that as a
better outcome than allowing the brutal treatment and mass murder to
proceed.
By the time the Russians liberated the camp in 1945, over a million people
were killed in Auschwitz alone, and most of them were Jews.
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- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
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- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
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Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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Pilecki tells of the visit to the camp in 1942 of the leader of the SS,
Heinrich Himmler. The prisoners were allowed to shower and be smart
for Himmler’s arrival, except that one had a button missing. The
unfortunate man was dragged to the back and beaten to death by the
kapos. When Himmler arrived he toured the camp and a special train
load of Dutch Jews who had been kept back specially for his arrival.
He watched as they were unloaded, stripped of all their belongings and
clothes and then processed. At that time the fittest men were marched
off to work but a group of about 500 men, women and children were
selected for gassing. Himmler watched them file into the gas chamber
and heard the screams and then the quiet. He then vouchsafed the new
Nazi policy of killing all of Europe’s Jews, confident that the secret
would be safe in the camp. A few days later, Witold had smuggled the
details to the outside world, although the Allies either refused to believe
them, or didn’t want to jeopardise their war plans; their idea was that
Jews would be saved when the war was won.
Pilecki finally came to understand that in order to save the lives of
those sent to Auschwitz and Birkenau ( a second camp three kilometres
away), he would have to risk his men, his life, and his family to warn
the Allies before all was lost. To do so, meant attempting the
impossible: he had to escape from Auschwitz itself. His escape was
successful, but in the end his sacrifice was for nothing. He was later
arrested by the Russians, and shot by them in 1948.
David Wickham
The most famous Holocaust poem, "First They Came for the Jews," was
written by Martin Niemöller, a Lutheran pastor who was born in
Germany in 1892. Niemöller had been a supporter of Hitler!
First they came for the Jews
and I did not speak out
because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak for me.

Then they came for the Communists
and I did not speak out
because I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists
and I did not speak out
because I was not a trade unionist.
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YOUR FIRST PURCHASE

Pick up a Brewers Card in-store
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill
O P E N TO T H E T R A D E A N D P U B L I C S I N C E 1 9 0 4
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R S Geal

CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING

PainBng & DecoraBng

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Interior & Exterior
38 yrs Experience
Fully Insured
Free EsBmates
Tel; 01883 626802
Mobile; 07860 140311

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss,
Depression, Eating Disorders, low SelfEsteem, Isolation, Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress
For further information
without commitment
07507 602744
or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277
Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

What wonderful People We Are!
What wonderful people live on the Chart: kind, openhearted, generous! Well,
you knew that already anyway, being one of these openhearted people, but we
now have proof. In the five months from its launch, the Friends of St Andrew's
have raised just short of £4000 and once gift aid is recovered we should be
over that figure. We have a total of 33 Friends, about two thirds residents who
have very little contact with St Andrew's on a regular basis. This tallies with
Sir Richard Stilgoe’s comments in the Autumn 2019 Chart News that St
Andrew's is both a focal point for our secular village life as well as a place of
worship. As you might expect, the overwhelming majority of Friends are local
but we have had donations from as far away as Cowden, Groombridge, and
Sanderstead. Many Friends donated more than our £30 suggestion and we have
had a number of "one-off" donations, in particular an incredibly generous
donation from the "In Memoriam" collection at a funeral. Our thanks to all
those who have made donations. Friends' money is earmarked so that it is
spent specifically on preserving St Andrew's as a building and church for our
community. As with any building the Church requires constant maintenance
and our next task will be to decide how your money is best spent. Watch this
space.
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Wine from a Beer Drinker’s Perspective
While cask ale has always been my preferred drink, and Harveys Sussex
Best Bitter a lifetime favourite, I also enjoy a good glass of red wine. Over
the years I have often heard people say that they don’t like cheap wine,
which has always struck me as rather odd, as surely what matters is how the
wine tastes and not necessarily how much it cost. Although having said that
I do recall some absolute shockers in my early days!
Recently a new Lidl store has opened in Edenbridge, and for the first time I
have had the opportunity of trying some of their ‘Wine of the Week’ offers.
When I saw a bottle of wine for sale at £2.99 my initial reaction was that it
wouldn’t be any good, but equally at that price what have you got to lose?
My wife said that she could always freeze it and use it in cooking. So over
the last couple of months I have tried a number of their special offers and
have been very pleasantly surprised, with only one not to my liking, and that
was a South African Cabernet Sauvignon, which did not surprise me as over
the years I have found wines from South Africa not to my liking. I had an
excellent Argentinian Malbec, a fine Bordeaux, Cote du Rhone, and a
Spanish bottle whose variety I have forgotten, but which was also very good.
Again, I do not usually buy Spanish wine. These wines ranged in price from
£2.00 to £3.49 and also included an Italian Cognegliano Prosecco for £4.99
which was excellent, according to my wife.
How do they do it? Lidl started life in Germany in 1973, spreading into
France in 1989, and opening their first ten British stores in 1994. They now
have over 700 stores in the UK and along with their rival Aldi have taken
considerable market share from our traditional supermarkets. Their business
model is based on smaller stores, with smaller ranges, which means lower
business rates, staff costs, heating/lighting costs and so on. But, if they only
have small ranges those products have to be good or they would soon be out
of business. They support British farmers with their meat and vegetable
produce. Needless to say the sheer number of stores that they have across
Europe, and also now in America, gives them immense purchasing clout.
I should perhaps mention that if you wish to spend more money than the
figures that I have mentioned, their wine prices cover a range in excess of
£12, and I would also like to confirm that I am not on a retainer from Lidl!
Bruce Buckingham
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Chart Advertising
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to
cover its costs. Please support our advertisers, and let
them know about Chart News whenever you use them or
buy their services.
We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are
very reasonable.
Please help by encouraging new
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your LOCAL Community Shop
(established in 2000 by local residents)
• Post Oﬃce
• Fresh Produce
• Groceries
• Newsagent
• StaBonery
• Household supplies
Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a
volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and
support us.
Monday to Friday: 7.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday: 8.00am – 12.30pm
Sunday: 8.00 am - 12.00 pm (Post Oﬃce closed)
Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsﬁeld stores.co.uk
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Save the date for
the Chart Fair!
This year’s Chart Fair is again being
organised jointly by St Andrew’s Church
and the Chart Community. It will take
place on Saturday 27th June. It will run
from 12.30 to 3.30pm. We are delighted to
announce that this year it will be opened
by our new MP for East Surrey, Claire
Coutinho.
The aim of the Fair is to raise funds for St Andrew’s Church and the
Chart Community. The Community will fund whatever local project they
decide to support. In 2020, we plan to follow a similar model to last
year’s successful Fair which, benefitting from warm sunny weather,
raised over £4,300. To date, a total of £800 of the Community’s share has
been granted to the Cricket Club as a donation to help them build a new
scoreboard (see page 39) and purchase a portable dual-use cricket net to
support the growing Junior section. David Wickham, who has joined the
Planning Group, is still attempting to get support for his dream of a
Toddlers Swing on the Chart, although cost and complexity are a
challenge. And we have received other ideas including partnering the
National Trust Local Committee in its plan to improve access to the
Animal Houses in Ridlands Grove, starting with Peter Rabbit!
We hope that the funds raised at the 2020 Fair will boost the Community
“pot” allowing us to support more of these important local projects.
The Fair will take place on Tally Road and Moorhouse Road, (which will
be closed for that day) and the grass area between the Carpenters Arms
and St Andrew’s Church. Young children from the Surrey Drama School
will provide the opening entertainment - a 7 year old soloist performing
a song from Les Miserables and a group of 6-12 year olds singing a song
from The Sound of Music. Continuing the music theme, Jane Werry and
the Chums and a new Folk/Rock group, Eggibred, will provide Live
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Music throughout the Fair. Other innovations include a Community Art
Project with children encouraged to join in making a huge Banner using
leaves, plants and flowers…. And, hopefully, the National Trust Local
Ranger will lead a Nature Trail. As last year, there will be a variety of stalls
run by the Church, charities, clubs and commercial concerns, as well as
events and contests for children and adults. Titsey Rotary will again bring
their Unrideable Horse and, of course, we hope to run the popular annual
Dog Show. There will be a range of food and drink options.
For 2020, our main Sponsors are Platform Property. They are helping us
with publicity locally and via local and social media. Tickets for the Raffle
will be available after Easter. Thanks to generous donations, we have a
number of Star Prizes, including a cash prize of £150, as well as a number
of smaller prizes. For the first time, there will also be a Silent Auction, with
prizes to tempt you to bid!
If you would like to run a stall, suggest and run an activity for children or
help on the day, do get in touch. Please put the date in your diary and look
out for us on Facebook! And do come and join us for what will be another
fun-packed day!
Diana Davy
Diana.green_davy@icloud.com

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you
have anything you want to write about, boast about,
complain about, comment about, or simply say! Contact
Neil Mackay, on 01883 723231 or by email:
mackay717@btinternet.com or David Wickham on 01883
652113 or dwickham@indimage.com
We are very grateful to the team of deliverers, under Liz
Roberts, who hand deliver the magazine to every house
on the Chart. If you are able to deliver to the houses or
flats near you, please give Liz a ring on 01883 722369.
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The Chart Interview

Katharine
Eldridge
Kathleen
Eldridge
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Quince House, in Caxton Lane on the Chart, now houses a successful
cookery school run by Katharine Eldridge, but it was once a retreat for
the left-wing intelligentsia. It was owned at the turn of the century, under
another name, by Sydney Olivier, an early member in the 1880s of the
Fabian Society, whose founders wanted to advance the cause of
democratic socialism. Olivier served as Governor of Jamaica before the
First World War and his holiday home in Limpsfield became a weekend
debating chamber for luminaries of the left including George Bernard
Shaw, Sidney and Beatrice Webb and Rupert Brooke, whose professions
of love were turned down by the youngest Olivier daughter.
Katharine has lived there with her family since 2006. Trained at the
Tante Marie Cookery School, from where she emerged as the top student
in her year, she also taught there while establishing her cookery business
in Sunningdale. When the family moved to Caxton Lane, Katharine was
asked by a friend at her daughter’s school to lay on a cookery
demonstration and she then set up the Quince House Cookery School. It
grew steadily, is one of the few businesses to be located on the Chart and
has established a fine reputation. She provides cookery classes to small
groups about twice a week, also occasionally catering for dinner parties
and other occasions in the area.
The mouth-watering classes she offers range from one-on-one cooking
lessons to hands-on classes for groups of four to group demonstrations
for up to ten people. Each session lasts about three hours with a diversity
of options on offer, including Christmas bakery, Thai meals, how to
prepare and cook fish, and ‘easy entertaining’. One recent course was
‘Men in the kitchen’, supposedly recalcitrant husbands given the course
as a Christmas present by their wives. Katharine’s blog called it ‘a day of
inspiration’ as they learned how to chop onions, fillet fish and make their
own spice mix for a curry, finished off by watching Katharine
demonstrate how to cook a meal and then eating what she had produced,
washed down by a nice glass of Rioja. The diversity of customers
extends to ‘adult and child’ courses, often a granny with a grandchild,
and includes all age groups from the retired to youngsters potentially
seeking to make their careers in cookery.
Katharine puts great emphasis on the ingredients she uses for all her
cooking. Her meat comes from Larratts in Westerham, her fish from
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Veaseys in Forest Row and the Ocado van makes three deliveries per
week to her house. She herself is gluten-free and has devised her own
gluten-free bread because the packaged products are so poor. She buys
good quality organic food whenever she can and there is a strong
emphasis on ‘healthy cooking’.
When I asked what changes she has seen over her thirty years in the
business, she highlighted the increasing cost of food, the rise in the
number of allergies which are now seen and the amazing diversity of
food from all over the world which can now be bought in every
supermarket. The internet has become a fruitful source of new recipes
and she is always learning, but still relies on her tried and trusted
cookery books and has written one herself which is full of the recipes
she uses at Quince House. I came away reflecting on Katharine’s
passion for what she does, the imagination which goes into it and,
regrettably, my own very modest culinary skills. Reliant as I am on my
wife who trained at a similar establishment to Katharine, I might find
myself next Christmas sentenced to the ‘men’s class’ as my present,
which will serve me right for spilling the beans about the many excellent
possibilities open at Quince House.
David Walsh
And here is Katharine’s recipe for Easter Cakes:
100g butter, 70g caster sugar, 1 large egg yolk, 200g self raising flour, ½
tsp mixed spice, Zest of ½ orange, 1tsp golden syrup.
To decorate: 250gms royal icing sugar. Blue, pink & yellow food
colouring
Cream together the butter and sugar with an electric beater until soft and
creamy. Beat together the egg yolk and golden syrup and then beat into
the creamed mixture. Sift in the flour and the orange zest and mix until
it comes together to form a dough.
Roll out onto a lightly floured surface to around 5mm thickness. Cut the
biscuits out with your desired cutters and place on parchment lined
baking sheets about 3 cm apart. Chill for 10 minutes. Pre-heat the oven
to 180°C/gas mark 4. Bake for 12-15 minutes until golden. Rest for 2
minutes before moving to cooling racks.To decorate, mix up the royal
icing sugar as the packet instructs and divide into four batches. Colour
with blue, pink and yellow colouring and leave one white. Place in
piping bags and decorate as you desire. Leave to set before serving.
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 15th May to 25th Sept 2019.
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30,
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 18 Aug

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org
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