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Editorial
It’s not very local, but the war in Ukraine does affect us all, and there are
local people helping with toys and blankets and kitchen utensils for
Ukrainian refugees abroad, and waiting to offer homes and comfort to
Ukrainians struggling to get here. There is at least one local Ukrainian
woman working to help her countryfolk (see page 12) whilst she keeps
down a full time job!
We have another story of a local person, Jeff Malaihollo, helping those in
a far away land, this time in the Spice Islands. (See page 54) He also has a
full time job but has helped develop an online language school which is
now huge. Where does he get the time?
On a more local level, we had a letter this month from one of the residents
of Ridlands Road, who wanted us to do all we could to get the double
yellow lines removed. You may remember the lines replaced the scruffy
bits of tape and notices up and down the road to prevent parking whilst
visiting the animal houses. The animal houses are now closed and fenced
off, thanks to the National Trust, and most residents are anxiously
awaiting for the Trust to decide what they are going to do with them. Our
correspondent was one of the majority of residents of Ridlands who
wanted the animal houses kept as they were, attracting a huge number of
children and their parents and grandparents to the Chart (and sometimes
clogging up the road!) Unfortunately, we don’t think there is anything we
can do, or anyone else could for that matter. Once the lines are in, we
don’t believe the council is going to spend money removing them.
Presumably those few Ridlands residents who campaigned to have the
yellow lines in the first place will be delighted with that.
This is the first edition of Chart News without the steadying hand of Neil
Mackay, and much as he will be missed, we hope you won’t notice the
difference. We look forward to producing the magazine as before, and will
continue to do so for a long time to come.

Front Cover: Local children enjoying the bluebells. Photo by Stella
Scordallis
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Queen for 70 years!
Her Majesty became Queen on the death of her father, on 6th
February, 1952, and was crowned the following year. David
Walsh has discovered an interesting local souvenir programme.
The coming celebration for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in early June
finds an echo in a souvenir programme, recently unearthed, for the
Coronation festivities held locally on 2nd June 1953. This thirty-six-page
programme, replete with advertisements for local shops and businesses,
offers a fascinating insight into the Oxted and Limpsfield communities as
they were on that day.
With the availability of television confined to wealthier households, the
Barn Theatre was opened for people to come in and watch the Coronation
Procession and Ceremony from 10.00am-3.00pm. There followed
children’s sports and teas on Limpsfield Common and a carnival
procession of decorated vehicles from Pebble Hill down through Oxted to
Master Park. Later in Master Park there would be parades of ‘decorated
perambulators with babies’; children’s country dancing; a relay of the
Queen’s broadcast; community singing, led by the combined church choirs
at 10.15pm; and then lighting of the beacon and fireworks at 10.50pm. The
Barn Theatre would also be host on subsequent days to a Grand Coronation
Revue, and showings of the Coronation Film to schoolchildren and old age
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pensioners. Among the other offers
was a gift of a one-guinea voucher
to any baby born in the parishes of
Oxted, Limpsfield and Titsey
during Coronation Week, with the
strict proviso that ‘the voucher will
be given to the wife’!
The advertisements in the
programme show a community
before supermarkets and chain
shops made their presence felt. At
least three of the advertisers are
still with us – ‘M. B. Job, House
Furnisher’, ‘H.H. Blades,
Ironmongers and Aga
Distributors’, and ‘Payne and Co,
Estate Agents’. There are many
s m a l l f o o d s h o p s – b u t c h e r,
fishmonger, greengrocer, baker and confectioner. ‘W. Askew’ offers the
combination of ‘Hairdresser and Tobacconist’ with ‘gentlemen waited on in
their own residences’. In the two car adverts, not a foreign make is in sight
with the deliciously named ‘Spark and Co, Automobile Specialists’,
offering Rolls Royce car hire, and distribution for Jaguar, Austin, Morris,
Rover and Wolseley. There was even a local manufacturer of Kensitas extra
size cigarettes, ‘the cigarette of superb quality and distinction’ by J. Wix
and Sons of Hurst Green.
If any of our readers participated in the festivities in 1953, we would be
delighted to hear their memories. In the meantime, it is good to reflect on
local civic pride seventy-one years ago and consider the ways in which Her
Majesty’s reign spans such an ocean of change in our customs and
lifestyles.
David Walsh
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It wasn’t me!

When you produce your average 1 litre of flatus per day (windy emissions),
do you point the finger at someone else? That’s what the anti-meat and dairy
brigade is doing to innocent beef and dairy cows. Do cows deserve to be the
pariahs of climate change? No. Not those that are pasture-fed anyway. By
their grazing, pasture-fed cows sequester far more carbon out of the air and
into the soil than they fart, belch or burp as methane.
Mob grazing (rotating cattle in large groups through pastures that are then left
to re-grow fully before the cattle return) is particularly effective at
maximising this carbon sequestration. On average, a mob-grazed cow
indirectly sequesters 7% of its body weight every day into the soil as carbon
(averaging 56kg of carbon per cow). For comparison, cows managed
unnaturally in dusty feedlots (penned in, literally by the thousand, to be
fattened mainly on grain and concentrates) emit an average of 48kg of
methane into the ether. It’s the absence of grass-grazing, and the digesting of
grain and concentrates, that make the difference. So don’t blame the unhappy
feedlot cows. Management is the guilty party. It’s not the cow, it’s the how.
7
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Pasture-fed cows, then, have a very healthy carbon hoof-print. But what
about the methane burping? While carbon dioxide is the second most
prolific greenhouse gas (over two hundred times more plentiful than
methane), methane is more lethal. Per ton, methane’s effect on global
warming is 30 times greater. Do their pasture-fed methane burps negate
their healthy carbon hoof-print?
No again. Because methane from grass-fed burps, farts and belches is not a
new addition to the atmosphere. Unlike the 75% of all methane that fossil
fuels, feedlot cows and other human activities produce, methane from
grass-grazing cows is derived from pre-existing CO2. Drawn by
photosynthesis into pastures, eaten by cows and part-burped back into the
air as methane, this carbon is returning whence it came. Fossil fuels’ and
human wastes’ methane are the newcomers to the ether, the only net
additional contributors to the greenhouse effect.

Chartmen’s Dinner

But, if methane’s contribution to global warming is 30 times greater than
CO2, that surely provides a reason to eschew even the pastoral cud? Sorry,
wrong again. Time for a quick reprise of GCSE botany.
A pasture is an array of nature’s solar panels absorbing energy from
sunlight. Thanks to the wonders of biochemistry and photosynthesis, that
energy fuels the extraction of carbon dioxide and nitrogen from the air,
from which single act follow all the wonders of life on earth. The carbon is
split from the oxygen (released back into the air, so we can breathe) and
mixed with water. Together, the hydrated carbon and nitrogen fuel growth
of roots and foliage. And feed the soil bacteria with sugars. In return, the
soil bacteria supply the plant with minerals and nutrients. And build humus
for the ‘soil sponge’ - that critical basis of the water cycle that cools the
earth and sustains the life made possible.
At ground level, thiamine and vitamin B1 in cows’ saliva further stimulates
grass growth. From the other end comes carbon-rich manure, dragged down
into the earth by the conscientious dung-beetle and other industrious
insects, feeding humus to the hungry soil.
Far from global warming, then, we can now deduce the vital contribution of
cows to global cooling. The more frequently pastures are grazed (but never
over-grazed), with lengthy-rested pasture between times, the faster the
photosynthesis cycle and the more luxuriant grows the pasture. As pastures
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repeatedly grow and re-grow, are manured and re-manured, carbon
sequestration is increased concomitantly.
And that’s not all. The more grass grows, the greater the transpiration of
water drawn from that vital soil sponge. Thus, the greater the number of
hydroxyl ions created when the transpiring water vapour is catalysed by
sunlight. These hydroxylates are the great cleaners of the atmosphere. They
gobble up pollutants and are so partial to methane they rid the atmosphere of
it within twelve years of its release. Each CO2 atom has a less powerful
greenhouse effect than methane’s but, because it survives in the atmosphere
for thousands of years, and in such vastly greater numbers, CO2 is
incomparably the greater contributor to global warming.
Now we reach the climax of the pro-pasture-fed argument – the killer fact.
Grazed pastures produce 100 times more hydroxylates than required to clear
up the methane produced by the cows that graze them. Thus, cows not only
clear up their own methane; they also stimulate removal of the 75% of all
methane that comes from fossil fuels and all man’s other noxious activities,
as well. The final coup de grass.
Andy Murison
Reprinted from the Crockham Hill Village Newsletter
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Obituary

Brian Longley 1923-2022: the Bonfire Man
Brian was born in
Herstmonceux, Sussex on
13th June 1923, the 7th and
youngest child of Frances
and Walter Longley. He
had two sisters and four
brothers. The family lived
in Bexhill on Sea where
his parents ran a drapery
business which had
become very successful,
eventually becoming a
department store.
He went to school first in
Bexhill and then to Dover
College which in 1939,
Photo: lilybungay.com
with war approaching, was
evacuated to Devon. At
school along with the other
boys he was a member of
the Officer Training Corps
and on leaving school he initially joined the local home guard (or Dad’s
army). One of his first jobs was to put out an incendiary bomb that had
landed on the roof of his family home and the prompt action of him and his
father saved the whole house from burning down. It wasn’t long after this
as a young man of 18 that he was called up, and he enlisted as an Officer
Cadet in the Royal Scots. In February 1942 he set sail for Bombay, via
Cape Town, finally arriving in April 1942 after a long and dangerous
13,000 mile crossing. In September 1942 he was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the Royal Indian Army Service Corps. He undertook
his training in Bangalore which is where he got a love of very hot curries
and learned to speak Urdu.
In 1943 he was in the Middle East and from there he travelled to Italy,
landing in Taranto in August 1943 at the start of the Italian campaign. After
a long and hard winter travelling up through Italy from the south, they
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reached Monte Cassino which was being heavily defended. The battle of
Monte Casino in May 1944 was one of the worst battles of the Second World
War. There was fierce fighting and Brian received 2 mentions in dispatches
for his bravery. After Cassino he travelled up through Italy to Venice via
Rome following the retreating army. He spent his 21st birthday in a field
overlooking the Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi. He finally left Italy from
Venice, flying back to the UK. He was promoted during his time in the army
and ended up with the rank of Captain.
Brian was demobbed in 1946 and, having a sense of adventure and wanting to
travel, he joined the staff of Harrison and Crossfield a rubber plantation
company in Malaya where he worked as an Estate manager for just over 15
years. During his time in Malaya he had the opportunity to explore and he
had several adventures. One time travelling back to the UK he took eight
flights, stopping at Bangkok, Rangoon, Srinagar, Karachi, Beirut, Istanbul,
Rome and Barcelona to enjoy sightseeing and even doing some fly fishing
along the way.
In 1961 whilst on leave he met Pam, they were married in March 1962, and
settled in the UK. His two children came along and a new phase of his life
began. They lived in Bexhill, Purley, Caterham and Woldingham and finally
moved to Limpsfield Chart 34 years ago. Brian worked as an accountant,
doing the accounts for small businesses, and he continued to work for many
years after most people would have retired, only fully retiring when he was
91.
During his life he accomplished many things. His childhood by the sea meant
that he learned to sail and as a young man he loved fly fishing, and clay
pigeon shooting at which he picked up quite a bit of silverware, and also
skiing. He was amongst the founder members of the original Hash House
Harriers in Kuala Lumpur.
Since being on the Chart his love of gardening, growing grapes and bonfires
was legendary. He joined the National Trust Task Force on the Chart where
he was best known for being a pyromaniac. He loved a good bonfire, hence
the name Brian the bonfire man. Thursday mornings with the Task Force was
a routine that he kept up for well over 25 years. He would always arrive early
at 8.30 to start the bonfire and would only relax with his pipe when it was
going ‘properly’. Then after lunch it was Brian who went back to tidy up the
fire, sides to middle, and make it safe. Brian was particularly pleased to have
been asked to plant the tree on Limpsfield Chart in honour of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee in November 1921, as well as having been able to attend the
annual Task Force Christmas lunch.
Nicola Burnett (Brian’s daughter) 12

On a War Footing

Lydia, we won’t
give her full name,
nor where she
comes from in
Ukraine. She is
worried about
Russian spies
harassing her
family there; she
hasn’t been able to
talk to them for two
weeks. But Lydia
has been working
tirelessly, since the
war began, to get
supplies to her
country. She needs
drugs and other
medical supplies,
bedding for
hospitals, and
warm clothes for
men who are
fighting in Ukraine.

Andry Berketa is another Ukrainian living here and helping with the war
effort. He hasn’t spoken to his family since the war began. He is gathering
shipments for Ukraine, mostly military supplies as well as the material he
is getting from Lydia and others. It is stored briefly in a warehouse and
then shipped off to the Ukrainian border in vans supplied locally. Andry
says local companies have been very generous in donating supplies, but he
could do with more vans and van drivers. He also needs donations form
those who can afford it to help pay the drivers. The vans normally take the
supplies to the Ukrainian border and the shipments there tranferred to local
traffic. Andry is also able to publish his mobile number - 07786 286922.
David Wickham
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There’s an election
due!
Do you remember Brenda from
Bristol on that warm day back
in 2017 when another snap
general election was called?
The picture might jog your
memory.
We have another round of
local elections coming up in May 2022. I started out thinking I’d write an
explanation as to why there seem to have been local elections every year for
some time…but when I looked it all up and asked around among those who
know, it was all so boring and unnecessarily complicated that I ditched that
idea. Instead I’d just like to try and encourage everyone to turn out and vote.
Whoever you vote for. You’re probably tired of the usual arguments in
favour of turning out to vote:
‘People died to get the vote.’
‘Women chained themselves to railings to get the vote.’
‘Lots of countries have no real voting system.’
And so it goes on. But we must keep letting ‘them’ know what we think. Our
next opportunity to do so at local level is 5 May 2022.
So who are ‘they’? Here we go – national government, parish council,
district council…we could extend our wrath to Southern Rail (please do so)
and its current attempt to cut BY STEALTH (just my view) our direct
service to London Victoria. We must tell these organisations ‘how they’re
doing’ and do so when they fall short, as well as when they do a great job.
Put yourself in ‘their’ position at election time. If people don’t turn out to
vote, if nobody says anything, at best ‘they’ just carry on thinking we all
accept the status quo and at worst, they’ll treat us with disdain. Even spoiled
ballot papers are looked at and shown to the candidate at the count. Okay,
it’s a wasted vote and not the best approach but sometimes it’s what people
feel like doing.
How can we ‘say something’ in addition to using our vote? Did you know
you, as a member of the public, you are permitted to attend Tandridge
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Ingledale Natural Health Centre
We can offer every type of treatment, and we have space for
more professionals to use our facilities on a regular basis.
Osteopathy + Physiotherapy +Hydrotherapy + Massage
Chiropody +Reflexology +Acupuncture + Hypnotherapy
Aromatherapy+ Homeopathy + Beauty Therapy + Counselling
Alexander Technique + Nutrition + ‘Hear Here’ + Yoga and Pilates
1 Tanhouse Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9PE
01883 717277 www.ingleedale-centre.co.uk

15

Learning with bounce

Our curriculum is well-balanced, free-ranging and innovative.
It embraces new learning opportunities like Robotics, Forensic
Science and Forest Skills. That’s why our children arrive at school
with a spring in their step.
Jump for joy at our next Open Morning
For dates and details, please see the school website

The alphabest16of Ha-zelwood
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk or contact Nick Tappin 01883 733841
@HazelwoodSchoolOxted l @hazelwoodschooloxted

t @HazelwoodOxted

District Council (TDC) meetings as well as Limpsfield Parish Council
meetings (LPC)? If you don’t want to sit in the TDC Chamber until after
11pm on a weekday evening, you can watch your District Councillors
plenty on the webcam, it’s there for you, use it if only to marvel at why on
earth anybody sane does this for no salary. (It’s called commitment).
We can ‘say something’ by writing to the MP, to our local councillors,
whether parish or district, writing to national newspapers, starting our own
lobby group, proposing a petition via www.petition.parliament.uk, or
running our own social media campaign to promote something we feel
passionate about.
It is very understandable that some become disillusioned by political
leaders at any level. ‘The Times’ recently carried a great article explaining
why those people who actively seek leadership roles tend not to be the
right people to be leaders at all. (Brian Klass 15 January 2022 ‘Power
attracts those most likely to abuse it and then makes them worse. So how
do we stop voting for narcissistic psychopaths?’)
Back now to our attempt to understand the frequency of these occasions.
Suffice it to say not every local representative is due for election at the
same time for a 4 year period and so there does tend to be a roundabout
effect where, say, Fred got in during 2016 and so either stands down, or
may choose to stand again, in 2020 but Mabel got in during 2022 and so
she’ll carry on until 2026 and then there’s Arthur who got in during 2019
but he’s decided to go and live on a desert island that’s not part of the UK,
so someone else will have to stand to take his place.
That’s broadly how it goes. Oh yes, some districts, not ours, choose to have
what I believe are known as ‘all out’ elections where everyone stands in the
same year and then stands down exactly 4 years later. Not being used to
that, I think I probably quite like the sense of continuity that we get with
our current system. Many would not agree. And a change might one day be
forced upon us. But that’s another article.
So let’s all meet in passing once more at the local polling station on May
5th! Thank goodness there is still something we do in person, with a pencil,
without a computer or a call centre. You can arrange a postal vote in
advance if you’re going to be away or can’t easily leave your home. Keep
on making sure ‘they’ know that we are here and watching them. And
appreciating them – when they do something good for us. But telling them
if they’re not.
Deborah Langton
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The Last Lunch for the First Editor
About 40 people gathered in The Carpenters Arms for the special lunch
organised by Colin Hall and Eloise Wardlaw to say a cheery goodbye to the
Chart News’ first editor, Neil Mackay. We filled two tables put end to end in the
Carpenters’ new dining room, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Eloise had organised a fine 2015 Malbec which anyone could purchase, to mark
the first colour issue. And Colin very generously offered three spectacular clarets
from his cellar. The oldest of these was a wonderful Château Léoville Las
Cases, St. Julien, 2ème Cru Classé, 1985, which has a current retail price of
£288 per bottle! We could try a glass for £40. If that was too expensive, there
was a Château Calgon-Ségir, St. Estèphe, 3ème Cru Classé, 1998, which costs
£133 a bottle and we could try for £25 a glass. And then there was a Château
Rauzan-Ségla,Margaux, 2ème Cru Classé, 2008, the current retail price of which
is £96 a bottle and which we could try for £20 a glass. The sale of the wines
made nearly £295, half of which comes to the Chart News, and the other half
goes to the Friends of limpsfield Common - an extraordinarily generous gesture
by Colin, for which many, many thanks.
Neil was persuaded to make a short speech, and everyone enjoyed a thoroughly
good lunch, with some rather excellent wines, the like of which most of us will
never be offered again!
David Wickham
18

People Property Places

A winning match

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today
T: 01883 712 375
E: oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W: jackson-stops.co.uk
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Winter has helped the cricket!
In my last update I talked about how the exceptionally wet Autumn had
caused us anxiety and delay whilst trying to complete the construction stage
of the new cricket field. I think it was clear that we had much trepidation as
to whether we would have new grass given how late the seed went down!
If you have walked past the cricket ground recently, you will see it looking
very green: the mild winter has been very kind to us and enabled the grass
seed to establish it strongly.
In the first week of February the ground had its first cut, that marks the start
of what will be a busy Spring period. As planned in our construction
contract, work is being done to improve the drainage in a couple of areas and
you will see all sorts of devices being towed behind tractors to spike, seed,
feed, brush and roll the outfield.
We usually start cricket in the middle of April, but think it unlikely we will
be able to start playing on the ground until late May. Our contractor and the
independent overseeing consultant have advised us that allowing for those
extra few weeks of preparation will ensure we protect the legacy of huge
amount of public and community funding we have received and guarantee
20
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we get the best long-term results that we could hope for. We have therefore planned
the first few weeks of the season to be exclusively matches played away from home.
As ever we remain incredibly grateful for the support, understanding and patience
of the community, we want to get rid of all the fencing as much as you do! We had
our AGM in early February, we were unanimous in wanting to say thank you to the
village, we have therefore started to discuss with the National Trust and Parish
Council where we could consider installing a new bench or two around the cricket
ground as a small gesture of how grateful we are to you all.
Attendance at winter nets (Thursday evenings 18:45-19:45 at Hazelwood School)
has been good and after a couple of pilot games last year we have decided to
formally create a mid-week T20 team that be known as the ‘Chart Chargers’ which
will compete in the aptly named ‘Surrey Slam’. This means we will be fielding two
Saturday league XIs, a Sunday friendly XI, a midweek T20 XI and three junior
teams (u14s, u12s, u9s) in 2022.
New playing members of any age and ability, social members or anybody interested
in scoring or umpiring are aways welcomed with open arms, we are a friendly
bunch so please get in touch limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com if you would
like to join the Club.

fi

Pete O’Rourke, Chairman
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Pat Davey

Eunsley Park

Superb international musicians on our doorstep
“Many audience members tell me how surprised they are that a modestly
sized town such as Oxted continues to attract exceptional musicians from
Britain and abroad to perform for us,” says Philip Barnett, Chairman of
the Oxted & Limpsfield Music Society. He’s right. In the coming months
alone the Society’s main concert venue, the acoustically excellent
Bawtree concert hall at Hazelwood School, will see acclaimed South
Korean violinist Eunsley Park – who has already performed at Wigmore
Hall and with the London Philharmonic – perform a recital programme
including Beethoven’s Violin Sonata No. 1 and Saint-Saëns’ Introduction
and Rondo capriccioso whose dazzling solo part was originally written
for Sarasate. Her pianist is the rising Russian star Dinara Klinton, already
appointed professor at the Royal College of Music. “Our principal motive
is to ensure we work with the artists to choose music we think our
audiences will love,” says Philip.
Having enjoyed O&LMS concerts for over 20 years, and acting as
Society Treasurer before becoming Chairman in 2020, Philip is well
22

placed to know what his audiences will relish. On 11 June concert-goers
will be able to hear a recital of songs by Schubert, Schumann, Ravel,
Samuel Barber and Hugo Wolf. Munster Trust Star and Help Musicians UK
Opera awards-winner baritone Theodore Platt will perform, accompanied
by BBC Radio 3s Next Generation Voices scheme participant, Keval Shah.
Philip’s claim to present programmes and musicians he believes audiences
will warm to is well founded. One of the successes of the 2020/21 season
was The Mithras Piano Trio, members of the prestigious BBC New
Generation Artists scheme. Of their Oxted recital – in the Society’s
alternative venue of the United Reformed Church – an audience member
commented “The Mithras Trio performed a wonderful concert which
combined virtuosity with insightful musicality,” while another wrote “Their
playing was at times both exhilarating and exquisite.” They return to Oxted
at the Hazelwood School concert hall on 16 July.
It’s not all classical though. If you were there at their 2017 Oxted concert,
you won’t forget the impression that Pat Davey’s Jazz Quartet made with
their Duke Ellington – from Ragtime to Post-bop session. The good news is
that Pat is back with a quintet this time – on 21 May, with a special evening
of Brazilian-themed jazz. All being well, weather more typical of Rio de
Janeiro will warm Hazelwood School’s outdoor spaces that day and allow
audience members to enjoy the interval in the grounds.
Trying to be as audience-friendly as possible, Philip and his fellow
committee-members take pride in a venue that provides both floor-level and
raked bench seating as well as offering free and plentiful car parking. The
Society doesn’t operate a membership scheme but instead welcomes
everyone to enjoy great music right here in the Oxted area. All concerts take
place on Saturday evenings and all are bookable in advance – at prices that
compare well to going to London for an evening out. My recommendation is:
reserve your seats on their website now! (oxtedandlimspfieldmusicsociety.org.uk)
Robert Stein
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Ranger’s Report
I can’t believe it’s been nearly 6 months since I started working as the
Ranger at Limpsfield, but I thought it would be useful to give you an idea
of the work I have been doing with the volunteer team, and also the work
that will be going on over the summer. The first large project we undertook
was clearing bracken and silver birch at Scearn Bank. This beautiful
viewpoint was actually opened up in the Great Storm of 1987, as
previously the area would have been mainly mature beech trees, but during
that fateful night a large swathe of these trees were brought down. Since
then silver birch had begun to take over and block the views from the top
of the hill. With the volunteer team we cleared the bracken, beginning just
below the car park. We thinned out some of the gorse, and removed a large
number of silver birch trees, opening the view back up again. We will be
returning at some point in the future to create ecotones at each side, which
means there will be more of a transitional area between the woodland and
the clearing, with smaller trees and shrubs, which are a fantastic habitat for
birds and wildlife. Next we moved onto Happy Valley, where a small area
of heathland is surviving, but under threat from bracken, and silver birch
again. We cleared the bracken to enable the heather and gorse underneath
to receive sunlight and hopefully re-establish itself. This will be an ongoing
project as heathland is a man-made habitat that needs management to
survive. The second and largest part of the work there involves clearing the
holly that has taken over in the woodland on the southern side. When holly
takes over it blocks out light, stifling other trees and allows no light to the
woodland floor. Clearing the holly will enable other trees to flourish and
will hopefully also see the return of bluebells to this part of the Commons.
Work here will continue until the end of February when we stop tree work
for the bird nesting season.
From March until September we try not to use chainsaws, but work must
continue and heathland regeneration is top of my list. Heathland is now an
incredibly rare habitat, and since the 1800s the UK has lost 80% of its
heathland. It is vitally important we preserve what we have. Over the
summer months we will be working at all the heathland sites in Limpsfield
– Little Heath; West Heath; Happy Valley; Chart Green and Moorhouse
Bank. My aim over the next few years is to regenerate the areas we have,
as well as expanding slowly areas of heather and gorse. We will never see a
return to how things looked in the past, with limited tree cover and large
areas of heather, but we will see small areas restored to their former glory.
Please come and say hello if you see me walking on the common or hard at
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work with the volunteers.
Jeremy Saunders

Changes at the Woodhouse Centre
Dee Graham has been at the helm of The Woodhouse
Centre for 30 years. After her long service, she
announced her decision to retire back in September, but
trust to her generous and caring nature, Dee has agreed
to stay on until the end of March, in order to contribute
to the transition of the new Manager. Liz MartinLawrence will begin her new role from 1 March, 2022.
She will continue Dee’s contribution to The Woodhouse
Centre, and help Dee kick off her retirement nearer to
the time.
Liz’s role is central to the success and community at
The Woodhouse Centre, including Men in Sheds,
responsible for both the day-to-day running of the
Centre, as well as developing activities and
commissions for our members, recruiting and managing
volunteers, and cultivating relationships with partners
and supporters. Liz demonstrated a combination of
aptitude and enthusiasm for the role and for the
Centre’s objectives to reduce social isolation.

Dee Graham (above) &
Liz Martin-Lawrence

Liz says: “It’s great to see that people are coming together at The
Woodhouse Centre to connect through similar interests and passions. I’m
looking forward to joining as Manager, and feel I have a lot to bring to the
role. I’m excited about a new challenge, and looking forward to getting to
know everyone.”
The Woodhouse Centre is a 'workshop' for people living in Oxted and
surrounding areas, where men and women participate in a variety of
handicraft and woodworking activities. The Centre's cheerful and busy
environment inspires creativity, enables productivity, and encourages social
companionship. It was founded by Mrs Betty Woodhouse in 1971. From
small beginnings in an old school, the Centre is now housed in a large
purpose-built building opposite Tandridge Leisure Pool and next to the Red
Cross. Mrs Woodhouse, who died in 1995, was awarded the M.B.E. in 1981
in recognition of her untiring work in setting up the Centre and other local
projects.
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Lorna Edser

A Walk in the South
Where can you still get great value wines in France? Head south, not to
the over-priced fashionable pinks from Provence but to the southern
Rhone and the Languedoc. This time we’re talking about reds and that
great source of value – Côtes du Rhône. Côtes du Rhône is a huge wine
growing area that straddles the River Rhône south to Avignon. Further
north, Rhône reds are dominated by the Syrah grape but down south,
Grenache is predominant, usually blended with Syrah and other local
grapes. Grenache tolerates hot weather, but tends to produce blousy,
sweeter wines on its own. Syrah adds structure and acidity while
Mouvedre needs the heat to ripen and adds depth and spice. You’ll also
come across this blend of grapes in Australia, where being Aussies, they
simply call them GSM.
The hierarchy of wines starts with basic Côtes-du-Rhône, made to be
drunk young. The next level up is Côtes du Rhône-Villages, from a
tighter defined area and often a worthwhile step up at not much extra cost.
Where the wine is from just one Village, the village name will be stated
on the label, e.g. Sablet. Then come Villages which have earned their own
Appellations d’Origine Protégé, like Vacqueyras, Cairanne, Gigondas and
more. And finally comes the most revered and complex of the lot –
Châteauneuf-du-Pape (CDP) – the very first Appellation Controlée back
in 1936 and where no less than 13 types of grape, some white, may be
used in the blend.
This may sound very complex, but it becomes very clear when you walk
around the region; the Villages tend to be on hills with different
geography and dramatic limestone based crags compared to the sandy
soils on the plain. The most extreme terrain is CDP where the vineyards
are covered in large pebbles – galets – a foot or more across and very
difficult to walk on as they squidge out from under foot. All these have
lower yields and so are more concentrated – and expensive. You can still
find a basic Côtes du Rhône for upwards of a fiver, but you’ll need to pay
£15 for a decent Vacqueyras, £20+ for a CDP and a lot more for one of the
top château aged wines.
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Office chairs for your home

alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Ergonomically designed with your
seating comfort and wellbeing at the
forefront, Kickster and Drumback
are manufactured by Viasit, the
award-winning German office chair
manufacturer.

For more information please
see our website
www.wfhchair.co.uk
or give our Oxted office a call
on 01883 734914.

Both models are available within our
free 5-day delivery programme from
our UK stock.

WFH Chair is a division of 4D Office Furniture Ltd (based in Oxted for over 20 Years).
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Ever on the hunt for value, we organised a tasting panel to check out the
Côtes du Rhônes available locally in Morrison’s, Sainsbury and
Waitrose. The panel consisted of outgoing Chart News editor Neil
Mackay and Daphne Mackay, Rev. Paul and Christine Perkin, and
retired surgeon John Campbell. We tasted the wines blind in three
flights – Côtes-du-Rhône, Côtes-du-Rhône Villages, and then some
more special wines. A clear favourite at the basic level was Waitrose
Côtes du Rhône at £6.29, a blend of Grenache and Syrah. The tasting
note states: ‘… this red wine expresses a traditional, fruity, local
character whilst skilful modern winemaking techniques ensure a smooth
finish. Easy drinking with flavours of ripe cherry, blackberry and soft
pepper and spice.’ Moving up to the next level, our unanimous choice
was Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Côtes du Rhône-Villages 2019,
£8.25 reduced to £7.50 on offer. We all scored this higher than the basic
wines, and especially at the offer price, this is great value: ‘ Expressive
aromas of red fruit, chocolate and spice. Dense flavours of ripe fruit and
spice with a smooth finish’. We then moved up to Vacqueyras, formerly
a Côtes du Rhône-Villages but now promoted to its own Appellation.
We tasted Bonpas Vacqueyras 2019, £15 from Morrison’s, and all
scored it higher or at least equal to the Sainsbury’s CDR-Villages, which
at twice the price is reassuring! The tasting notes reveal that it also has
Mourvedre and Cinsault grapes in the blend: ‘Subtle notes of spices,
followed by wild herbs and black fruits. Full bodied, yet soft, with silky
tannins, a rich mouth feel and long finish’. To my taste, it needs another
two years to mature, but opening an hour before you drink it will help if
you can’t wait that long!
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TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491
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Hedge Trimming

Pruning Work

Shrub Pruning
Stump Grinding

Safety Work

t
e
w

Tree Planting
Logs & Woodchip

!

m

29

Chateauneuf-du-Pape 2019, £18, and another step up noted by our tasters.
This was commended in the 2021 International wine Challenge: ‘It’s rich,
intense and a little spicy, giving a mouthful of deeply satisfying berry
flavours…..Intense gamey flavours are lifted by ripe prune and raisin fruit.’
This again will benefit from decanting well beforehand, or keeping.
One of our tasters said that they would be happy with either the Waitrose
Côtes du Rhône or Sainsbury’s Côtes du Rhône-Villages, but with friends
round for dinner it would have to be the Chateauneuf-du-Pape. Who said
that? Start ringing round!
In twenty years of wine walking, one of my best memories was our walk
from the Dentelles de Montmirail, through Sablet and Gigondas to
Chateauneuf-du-Pape. We ate lunch in the main square in Avignon while a
lone guitarist played Bach outside the conservatoire, at peace with the
world.
Colin Hall

FREE
THOROUGHBRED
HORSE MANURE
with virtually no straw,
sawdust etc
or shavings
Collect from
Limpsfield Chart, by
wheel barrow or trailer,
and take it home. It’s
the best food available
for your garden.
0777178 4322
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Under new management and now linked with the
Wheatsheaf at Bough Beech, the staff at the Carpenters
Arms offer you a warm welcome to our newly redecorated
pub and restaurant. We have a new menu too and a great
choice of wines, beers and lagers. As always walkers (with
or without dogs) are very welcome as well as our loyal
locals and lovely passers by.
Please see our website for more info:
www.carpenterslimps eld.co.uk
We look forward to welcoming you.
Nick, Jo and the lovely team.
01883 722209
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Priest’s Letter
Dear friends, Do you remember Esperanto? Derived from the Spanish word
for ‘hope’,
it was intended to be a universal second language for
international communication - the international language. It never really
caught on, although the word is occasionally used. I’ve heard coffee called
‘liquid esperanto’, and sport as the ‘esperanto of nations’. The Olympics
(both Summer and Winter) make good claim to be a universal language
across the world. That power carries responsibilities, sometimes to exclude
as well as include. At its best Sport is a unifier, but it can be a weapon, both
for nations (most recently a defensive weapon in the banning of Russia, and
some individual Russians, from most international sporting events) - and it
can be warfare between individual competitors.
What a far cry from 2012, when Spanish athlete Iván Fernández Anaya was
competing in a cross-country race in Burlada, Navarre. He was running
second, some distance behind race leader Abel Mutai – bronze medalist in
the 3,000-metre steeplechase at the London Olympics. As they entered the
finishing straight, he saw the Kenyan runner – the certain winner of the race
– mistakenly pull up about 10 metres before the finish, thinking he had
already crossed the line. Fernández Anaya quickly caught up with him, but
instead of exploiting Mutai’s mistake to speed past and claim an unlikely
victory, he stayed behind and, using gestures, guided the Kenyan to the line
and let him cross first. A reporter asked Iván, “Why did you do this?” Iván
replied, “My dream is that one day we can have some sort of community life
where we push ourselves and also others to win.” The reporter pressed him
“But why did you let the Kenyan win?” Iván replied, “I didn’t let him win,
he was going to win. The race was his.” The reporter insisted and asked
again, “But you could have won!” Iván looked at him and replied: “But what
would be the merit of my victory? What would be the honour of this medal?
What would my Mother think of it?”
Our values are transmitted from generation to generation. What values do
we teach our children and how much do we inspire others? It’s all too easy
to take advantage of others instead of encouraging, strengthening and
affirming them. At the climax of last month’s Six Nations rugby tournament,
we witnessed Italy’s first ever Six Nations rugby win over Wales after the
Azzurri pulled off a last-gasp 22-21 triumph. Italy had had a run of 36
straight losses in the competition dating back to a 2015 win over Scotland.
The hero proved to be 22-year-old French-born fullback Ange Capuozzo
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who made a break in the 79th minute and set up the try for winger Edoardo
Padovani to score under the posts. Capuozzo was the hero, however, and he
was chaired by his teammates draped in an Italian flag. That was until Josh
Adams, chosen player of the match, handed over his medal to the Italian
fullback in what the media called ‘the most brilliant act of sportsmanship’.
The Easter message is another international language of hope, a spiritual
esperanto. It communicates the hope of resurrection to almost every tribe,
race and tongue across the world. May we turn to where hope, much needed
at this time, may be found – and may this Easter be a focus of hope for us.
As ever, Paul Perkin paul.perkin6@gmail.com

Priest’s Letter

Easter Services: Palm Sunday, 10 April at 10am, Procession from the Hall into Church to
hear the Passion Narrative.
Good Friday, 15 April at 10am, a service of readings and prayers at the cross.
Father Stephen is leading our annual Easter walk of witness meeting at 12 noon at the council
office car park entrance
Easter Day, 17 April at 10am We celebrate the resurrection of Christ - all ages welcome.

WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge
Team Rector
Team Vicar
Reader
Church Wardens
Treasurer
Choir/Church Flowers
Church Garden
Electoral Roll Officer
Good Neighbours
Health and Safety
Organists

Safeguarding Officer
St Andrew’s Hall:
Chairman
Hall Booking
St Mary’s Tatsfield
Team Administrator

Revd Paul Perkin
Revd Helen Cook
Revd Vince Short
Dr Sue Compton
Diana Davy
Mary McGregor
Melanie Calver
Shanie Kirkwood
Bruce Buckingham
Brenda Pottle
Elizabeth Roberts
John Davy
Melanie Calver
Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire
Brenda Pottle

01883 412454
07530 609511
01959 577289
01883 730522
01883 714282
01883 723257
01883 714196
01883 722107
01732 864276
01883 715980
01883 722369
01883 714282
01883 714196
01883 717100
01883 723257
01883 715980
01959 524887
01883 715980

Martin Corrie
Michael Rainbird
Church Office
Caroline Campbell

01883 714542
01883 713683
01959 577289
01883 712512
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Spring is here
How do you remember which way to adjust your clocks at the end of
March? The easiest way I know is “Spring forward, fall back”. However,
changing the clocks is not in itself the benchmark for the start of Spring.
Regardless of human thinking, nature responds to temperature and light.
Realistically, you can only steal a march on the season if you start seeds off
indoors or in a created microclimate that doesn't have to be a heated
greenhouse. Whatever you use should be sterilised, i.e. new plant pots or
clean re-used ones inside a plastic covering are good mini greenhouses.
New compost, ideally a blend of coir (70%) and perlite (30%) is good for
most seeds. Use tap water not rain water as the latter may contain
pathogens. Pots or seed trays need good light, so a windowsill facing south
or west is ideal.
Allotment folk and veg growers will have made a start in February, with the
more tender vegetables and flowers. Things like tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers and sweet peas indoors. Outdoors in pre-warmed soil (by
covering the soil with a polythene sheet or in polytunnels, you can grow
peas, onions, leeks, broad beans, beetroot, spinach, carrots....the list goes
on. Seeds are delicate structures so it is easy to overwater them - best to use
a fine rose on your watering can especially for indoor sowings. Good
ventilation helps prevent damping off, a fungal problem that will kill
seedlings.
April is the ideal time to start direct sowing. If it is too cold or wet, you
need patience! Seeds need a good growing environment and the right
temperature; sudden cold snaps inhibit growth and kill young plants. The
soil grains need to be fine, almost like sand, rather than golf ball sized
lumps. A fine even tilth is achieved by digging or rotovating and raking the
soil.
If, however, you don't have the space for vegetables in the ground, you can
still grow edibles in pots. I like to have herbs in pots near the kitchen door.
A large pot of parsley is a must have, but herbs are not just there for our
consumption. So many of them have benefits in horticulture as fertilizer,
natural pesticides, companion plants, and medically, for our own use.
34

Our Philosophy: Caring, Honest, Open & Respectful
Since opening in 1986 we have been a leading provider of residential, respite and day care.
We are run by a highly professional team and supported by over 70 volunteers to provide
residents with a full and active life within a secure and homely environment.
For information, please contact:
Pam Packham, House Manager
David Gresham House
2 Oak Close, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BA

Tel: 01883 715948
Email: info@davidgreshamhouse.co.uk
Web: davidgreshamhouse.co.uk

Our Care Home was rated as:
GOOD - April 2020
Registered Society 23568R – An Exempt Charity

Country Hire and Go
PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES
NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS
Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions
Female Drivers Available
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability)
●

WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

UK designed and built
Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph
Up to 40 miles on one charge
Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire
Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
E-Bike sales

Call: 07723 054863

|

1
Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
www.countryhireandgo.com
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Chives, for example, are the main ingredient for a fungicide. Garlic, too, is
very useful for sudden plagues of insects. Seek recipes from Christina
Stapeley or Jekka McVicar, both herb experts. With most herbs, I would
use a soil based compost with additional sand or grit for good drainage.
Some herbs are better kept on their own in a container due to invasive
behaviour – garden mint being one. Woody herbs such as Rosemary and
Sage are better in the ground, because they can get a bit pot bound.
Rosemary is one of my favourite woody herbs, with its blue flowers. Not
often seen as a hedge but I think it should be. Choose the right variety
(Miss Jessopp's Upright), and it can grow above 5ft. The Prostrate form of
rosemary is ideal for ground cover or cascading over a wall.
Plants like company and look better grouped. When one thing is going
over, something else is at its best. That, at least, is the plan! Mix in some
flowers such as nasturtiums – they're edible too and what more could you
want? Top tip, have a bottle of SB Plant invigorator to hand as it is brilliant
for controlling insect infestations (provided you catch them early) and
feeding the plants at the same time. It is non chemical and non biological
so it does no harm to beneficial insects. I find myself using it more and
more over the chemical controls that are available.
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Have a good growing year….
Emily Tawse

Wassailing at Limpsfield Community Orchard
January is not my favourite month; it is cold, wet and dark, and Christmas,
with all its light and celebrations, is over. In 2018 I went to my first Wassail
and discovered that this is a celebration involving light, fire and ancient
ritual in the midst of January gloom.
The Wassail event started inside Limpsfield British Legion. When I arrived
North Downs Drummers, dressed in stunning costumes, were seated and an
ever-increasing crowd of all ages gathered in the bar area. A bucket
collection went around, song sheets were handed out, flaming torches and
glow-in the-dark pendants were available for donations and then Andrew
Claringbull donned his hat to become our Wassail Master. This is a role that
he has fulfilled and developed since he started in 2016. He explained the
ancient origins of what we were about to see and do. I learned that Wassail is
timed to mark the beginning of pagan New Year; the time when winter
darkness begins to lessen and daytime lengthens; the time when trees begin
to awaken. Wassailing is a fertility ritual designed to ensure that the apple
crop for the coming year will thrive.
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LANGDALE
LANDSCAPES
Ltd
Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

PLATINUM PLUMBING
Your friendly and reliable local plumber
- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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Excitement began to build in
the assembled crowd,
particularly in the young
children who were full of
anticipation for going out in the
dark when they would normally
be approaching bedtime. We
sang a short song and then
regrouped in the car park. Here
our noise levels increased as the
drum band with their colourfully
illuminated drums and headgear
swung into action. Imagine the
scene, stillness and moonlight
above with a riot of coloured
lights, noise and action below.
Flaming torches were lit. The
Wassail Master and his two
d e l i g h t f u l y o u n g Wa s s a i l
princesses along with the drum
band led the procession along

Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Registered Charity No. 262608
www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk
OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL
CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE BOOKS - FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of chairs,
upholstery and seagrassing. We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as
being very handy with a needle and thread. Our Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if
you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of woodwork. The
Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with
breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas. We are delighted to have visitors and
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike. Why not come
and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our Manager below
and we will try to help.

Manager: Liz Martin-Lawrence (01883 715189)
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the road across the Common, up Grub Street and then through the wood. I
tried to estimate the number of people taking part and guessed that there
were at least 150 of us. A muddy path goes down steep steps and then
snakes through woodland. As you leave the wood you go up a steep slope
and at the top, through the trees, we were greeted by the sight of a huge
bonfire and the full moon.
Arriving in the Orchard you were drawn to the King Tree. This glorious
apple tree was decked out in finery with bunting and fairy lights adorning its
branches and a ring of tea lights around its roots. The Wassail Master and
the two Wassail princesses stood beneath the tree and we wassailers
gathered around them in a circle. The drum band and the wassailers ensured
that the noise level did not abate. Once all were assembled, the ritual began.
Andrew ably fulfilled his role in directing the libations to the King Tree.
After he declaimed to the tree and blessed it to be fruitful a steaming bowl
of cider was produced and a piece of toast dipped in cider was given to the
tree as ‘food’. One of the tiny princesses could just reach a bough of the tree
to balance it in place. Next, salt was sprinkled around the trunk and finally
cider was poured on the roots. The ceremony around the tree concluded
with song. Owing to covid the wassail cup could not be handed around but
mulled cider and apple juice were available for all. By this time the warmth
of the bonfire was more than welcome.
Thanks are due to all who made this wonderful event possible. The obvious
ones are those involved in the pageant – Andrew Claringbull and the North
Downs Drummers. Less obvious are all the volunteers who put the event
together, built and tended the bonfire, adorned the king tree, illuminated the
woodland, provided drinks, produced song sheets etc. This wonderful
annual event could not happen without a team of volunteers. It is the main
fund-raising event of the year for Limpsfield Community Orchard. This
orchard would not exist and it would certainly not continue to thrive without
constant care and attention. For more information about the orchard visit the
blog at https://orchardlimpsfield.blogspot.com . If you feel that you can help
in any way please make contact using orclimp@gmail.com . I promise you
that anything you give to this hidden gem in our community will be amply
returned to you in enjoyment. After all, ‘wassail’ comes from the Middle
English for ‘be in good health’!
Carole Stent
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What we like about the Common
Some of you will recall the Friends of Limpsfield Common undertook a survey
in October 2020, asking what you all liked about the Common, and what could
be improved. We had 376 responses, representing individuals and families, of
which 99% were local people living in the RH8 postcode. This survey was
scrutinised and ordered into priorities and the Friends started to try and find the
funds to do the priority items. The Friends and The Parish Council put in some
more dog poo and litter bins, and we started to apply for funding. We have had
some success and can report we have now received help and support from The
Chart Fair, Oxted & Limpsfield Rotary Club and the CIL Funding (Community
Infrastructure Levy) via Tandridge Council. In all over £72,000 has been raised !
Work starts now! A team will begin detailed project planning and more news
will be shared when we have a timeline for work to start (in the Spring). A
Family Trail and an Easy Access Trail will form part of the project, as well as an
improved surface at High Chart car park, 8 new noticeboards with maps and
information panels. The Friends of Limpsfield Common will be working closely
with the National Trust and the Limpsfield Task Force. Needless to say we are
thrilled! Thank you for your help and support. To find out more please
contact@gmail.com. To become a Member of the Friends of Limpsfield
Common please complete our online membership form: https://
form.jotform.com/202643003650341 or Visit our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/folimpsfieldcommon
Maggie Morgan

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20, Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey, RH8 8RF
01293 783262
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Broadway
This isn’t an article about a place in the Cotswolds nor is it about theatreland
in the Big Apple. I’m sorry if that disappoints you. This time I’m writing
about a place that’s much more local. Broadway House that’s to be found at
the end of Stoneswood Road. The house was built about 1892 for a
Solicitor/Barrister named James Eastwick who practiced at Gray’s Inn. The
house, originally named Stones Hill was, and still is, a substantial pile.
Above is a picture of what it looked like when first built.
James Eastwick, the son of a Vicar, was born in Collyweston,
Northamptonshire in about 1850. He attended Rugby School, University
College Cambridge (BA), Trinity College (MA), and was called to the bar in
November 1877. He studied at Lincoln’s Inn but his practice was at Gray’s
Inn. The 1891 Census shows him living with his wife Helen (he married in
1880) and two young daughters at 13 Albert Road, St Pancras. He clearly
did very well as within a couple of years he had commissioned Robert
Griggs, Architect, to design and build his new house on Limpsfield
Common. I’ve not been able to establish whether he bought the land from
the Lord of the Manor or whether it was by then owned by someone else and
not part of the Common that was open for use by local commoners. If the
former I’m sure the commoners would have objected.
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James wasn’t just a lawyer he was a speculator. By that I don’t mean
someone out to make a killing through property or investment. He was a
thinker. In September 1894 he’d written an article entitled “Possible
Developments in Naval Armament". Surprisingly, nothing to do with his
day job. This was published in a magazine called the Contemporary
Review. The argument (which is acknowledged as detailed and plausible)
focuses on the near impossibility of maintaining rate of fire of heavy
armament in enclosed conditions if humans are physically involved in the
action.
James followed this up by writing a work of science fiction called The New
Centurion: A Tale of Automatic War, in 1895. This argues in a thinly
fictionalised near future frame that naval contests in any future war will be
determined by technologies enabling the remote control of gunnery.
However much he enjoyed living in Limpsfield, by 1911 James is found
living in Rogate near Petersfield. He was to die in Oxford in 1939 just as a
World War was starting that would prove true his prediction that gunnery
could be maintained by remote control. Quite why James had this interest
that was so starkly different to his career remains a mystery, but I like to
think that his creative writing was inspired by his time living at Stones Hill.
I believe that the next owner of Stones Hill may have been Geoffrey
Duveen, the brother of Joseph Duveen, a renowned art dealer. The Duveen
Art Dealership originally created by their father Henry (a Dutch immigrant)
was highly influential in creating many world-renowned art collections in
the 1920’s and 1930’s. Geoffrey Duveen would have been able to afford the
Stones Hill lifestyle (in 1911 he describes himself as of “private means”).
By 1927, on gaining Freedom of the City, he describes himself as a
Barrister living in London and the 1939 survey (a kind of Census) shows
Geoffrey is working for the Ministry of Economic Warfare and again gives
a London address. Perhaps Broadway was always just a weekend country
retreat for him and the family. Incidentally, by 1927, Stones Hill appears to
have been altered and renamed Broadway.
It’s not clear when Broadway was vacated permanently by the Duveen
family. The 1939 household survey conducted shortly before the start of
WWII indicates there were 8 people living at the property, all are ordinary
working people and none are related to each other. That arrangement would
not remain the case for long, however. Some readers will know that the
relatively nearby Staffhurst Wood was used as a depot for ammunition
during the war.
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Broadway was requisitioned by the Government and between 1941 and
1946 it was the local HQ for the ammunition depot based at Staffhurst
Wood - 111 Command Ammunition Depot to quote its correct title. I came
across a detailed reminiscence of a serviceman based at Broadway House
in 1941. You can read it for yourself if you follow this link: http://
www.limpsfield.org.uk/html/memories.html This gives an insight to life at
Broadway once the military had taken it over. There were dances every
Friday in the Ballroom and of the 25 bedrooms many had a basin with
running water provided. Life must have been tolerably good for any
serviceman billeted at Broadway during the war, just about as far away as
you could get from the front line. Nevertheless, there were a few scares
when a V1 rocket landed nearby, and a ME109 crashed near the junction of
Pollards Wood Hill and Wolf’s Hill.
At some stage, after the war, Broadway was divided into apartments as it
still is today. Thank goodness it was divided up otherwise it probably
would have been demolished and replaced by several houses and part of
our more recent heritage would have been lost forever.
David Claridge
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The Chart Fair - save the date!
With all the national plans for celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
2022 looks likely to be a busy year! The Chart Fair Planning Group has
thought carefully about what contribution it should make, and when.
Having taken soundings, we have decided to bring back the Limpsfield
Chart Fair… with a few different features! First, it will be on a different
day: Sunday 4 September, from 12-4pm. It will also be in a different
place: we delighted to announce that the event will be held on the
Limpsfield Chart Cricket Ground. The Cricket Club have agreed to
partner with us and gives them an opportunity to say thanks to local
residents for their generous donations towards the new cricket field and
their continued patience for the area being fenced off. Planning is at an
early stage, but we expect the Fair to have all the traditional features…
Live Music, from a range of local groups as well as stalls, games and
competitions for children and adults. The Cricket Club has kindly offered
to provide a BBQ and we hope to offer other food and drink options and
the usual ice-cream van! We are hoping to bring back the Dog Show and
looking for someone to organise and judge. Suggestions welcomed!!
One of the aims of the Chart Fair is to raise funds for local small projects.
We have recently provided funds for the Cricket Club, the Friends of
Limpsfield Common and the Community Orchard, as well as making
small donations (after the 2021 Limpsfield Chart Street Party ) to the 1st
Oxted Scouts, the St Mary’s School’s swimming pool fund and Titsey
Rotary. We hope the 2022 Chart Fair will help us to support more local
endeavours, going forward. In this respect, we are very grateful for the
continuing sponsorship of Platform Properties. We would welcome offers
from any local organisations and clubs to take a stall at the Fair, as well as
people to help with the organisation and running of games and
competitions on the day. If you can help, please get in touch! Meanwhile,
please put Sunday 4th September in your diary!
Diana Davy
Chairman, Limpsfield Chart Planning Group
Diana.green_davy@icloud.com
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The Limpsfield Way and a Community Cycle Way

Limpsfield Parish Council has been successful in obtaining a grant of
£50,000 from Surrey County Council’s Your Fund Surrey programme, for
two different routes, one for cyclists and one for walkers.
The Community Cycle Way links
Limpsfield and Limpsfield Chart
without going on the busy A25 or the
Kent Hatch Road. The aim is to
provide a short route for families and
less confident cyclists - and a safe
route between the villages and on into
Oxted, giving access to Limpsfield
C.E school, and to the shops and
station in Oxted. It is a there and back
route on bridleways and quiet roads,
suitable for off road bikes. Earlier
ideas to have a bridleway along much
of the Kent Hatch road was not found
to be workable, but this route will
provide safety for cyclists of all skills.
The aim is for every day cyclists to
use this route for shopping and local
trips, and there is something for
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serious cyclists too.
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The Limpsfield Way walk will be a
circular waymarked route, linking
Limpsfield Chart and Limpsfield
village, just under 4.5 miles long,
with no stiles. There will be a
number of information boards
explaining the rich history of the
two villages and the local area. The
information boards will include a
QR code with further information
about the area. We are planning a
rest and play area where there will
be some benches for relaxation and
some natural wooden play
equipment for children. This area,
just south of the National Trust New
Road car park, will have an
accessible path for wheelchair users,
and families with buggies.
Starting at the Carpenters Arms in Limpsfield Chart the route will cross the
Kent Hatch Road, go past the Salt Box, along part of the Greensand Way
and into Happy Valley, where the rest and play area will be situated. The
route will then cross New Road and go past the Pound and Parish Council
office on Wolf's Row and into Limpsfield, where there are opportunities for
refreshments at the Kiwi Coffee House and the Bull. The Way continues up
to Limpsfield Common and along the side of the golf course, then through
the lovely open countryside to come back to the Chart.
More information and regular updates will be provided on the Limpsfield
Parish Council website. We hope to have both routes completed by this
summer.
Ann Osborn, Limpsfield Parish Councillor
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Your LOCAL Community Shop
(established in 2000 by local residents)
• Post O ce
• Fresh Produce
• Groceries
• Newsagent
• Sta onery
• Household supplies
Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a
volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and
support us.
Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm Post O ce 9.am - 5pm (closed 1-2 )
Saturday: 8.30am – 12.30pm Post Occie 9am - 12.30pm
Sunday: 8.00 am - 12.00 pm Post51
O ce closed
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Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limps eld stores.co.uk
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in safe hands
all the way.
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Serving the community since 1957
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Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk
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HEATING
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Tel 01732 863155
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING
CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Painting & Decorating

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders,
low Self-Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness,
Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress

Interior & Exterior
38 years Experience
Fully Insured

For further information
without commitment
07507 602744

Free Estimates

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277

Tel: 01883 626802
07860 140311

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com

Gu ers
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mully
Te: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711747640
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Bahasa Basudara – an online language platform
How one local resident set up a
world wide teaching platform
Did you know about Limpsfield Chart’s connection with the world’s largest
archipelago, Indonesia? Or to be more specific, with Maluku (the Moluccas)?
This group of islands is easily overlooked, and is located north of Australia,
south of the Philippines, west of Papua New Guinea and east of Malaysia. At
one point these islands played a significant role in the history of the British
empire. When you put cloves in your mulled wine or nutmeg on your coffee
and in your cakes, the spices originated from the Spice Islands, also known
as… Maluku. And spices have played a vital role in
British history. The British and the Dutch exchanged
Maluku for Manhattan in New York, because of these
spices. Tip: do read Giles Milton’s book Nathaniel’s
Nutmeg if you want to know more about this.
So, what do these Islands on the other side of the world
have to do with our community here in Limpsfield
Chart? A few Moluccans, including me, came up with
the idea of setting up a free online language training
platform in early 2020 and called it Bahasa Basudara,
which translates as Language for Family. We are an
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If you attend Sunday morning service at St. Andrew’s Church, you might not
have realised the remarkable life story of the Church Warden handing out the
hymn books. Diana Davy – or, to give her professional name, Professor
Diana Green CBE, DL– has lived on the Chart for just ten years but brings
to the church and the local community a wealth of experience and
achievement in a career spanning research, policy advice, and the
management of change in not for profit and charitable organisations.
Married to John Davy, they lived first in Ballard’s Lane and now in
Greensands Place on the site of the old Marie Curie building.
Diana’s origins are in Lincoln, where her father was a local government
officer after RAF wartime service and where she attended in the late 1950s a
state grammar school, South Park High School for Girls. The teachers were
all women and important role models in encouraging aspiration. Aspiration,
determination to make a difference and optimism about change have been
guiding principles of Diana’s life.
She went to Reading University to read French and Italian but dropped out
during her third year. She joined the Civil Service, delivering courses in
management to high-flying civil servants at the Civil Service College in
Sunningdale. A growing interest in economics persuaded her to go back to
university, this time to Queen Mary University of London, to study for a BSc
in Economics. This was followed by a PhD at the London School of
Economics (LSE) in the late 1970s, researching the French model of how to
present budgetary choices to politicians.
She chose not to return to the Civil Service and instead took a lectureship in
economics and management at the City of London Polytechnic, along with a
consultancy for the Department of Trade and Industry under Sir Keith
Joseph. In 1984 she moved to Birmingham Polytechnic as Head of the
Department of Politics and Government In parallel, she worked closely with
local industry, developing a scheme to identify and reward companies using
quality management to improve their financial performance. She also
established a research centre which developed a system for measuring the
quality of education for students. This was essentially the start of appraisal
systems now used in all educational institutions. In 1998, she was appointed
Vice Chancellor of Sheffield Hallam University.
Diana became the chief executive of a university of 5,000 staff and 30,000
students and only the fifth female Vice Chancellor (out of 200 institutions).
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online language learning community for Moluccans in Indonesia. The
platform was designed to have fluent and native English speakers (and other
languages) tutor students in Maluku via online training, focusing on
conversation skills. The first classes started in May 2020. All classes are free
of charge so everyone who wants to can learn or improve their language
skills.
Unfortunately, Maluku is still one of the poorest, least developed and least
educated provinces in Indonesia. Many Moluccan students, due to their
remote locations or poor economic background, don’t have access to good
English language training, and miss out on scholarship and work
opportunities abroad.
Many Moluccans who live overseas still have
affinities with Maluku and they were contacted to share their skills,
knowledge and experience, which were gained in the industry and academic
world. We now have 165 registered tutors worldwide. To have such a large
pool of volunteer tutors enables us to match the students’ skills levels
appropriately with the tutor’s background. Those that speak Indonesian will
tutor beginners, whilst native speakers will tutor more advanced classes. At
the time of writing, we have completed 272 classes and are running 29
weekly classes.
We have now started our Year of Literacy and the first the first online
Spelling Bee Contests for students aged between 12 and 17. Last year we
introduced our Summer of Poetry where, during August and September we
presented a collection of thirty poems written by twelve poets from Maluku.
Their work was also translated into English, and we are currently in the
process of publishing an anthology of their diverse and amazing work. Their
work can be seen on Bahasa Basudara YouTube channel (the channel also
has student testimonials).
We have been going for nearly two years and are growing fast. We can
already see the real impact and benefit it has. If you are interested in joining
us on this journey through volunteering, supporting or donating, please visit
our website www.bahasabasudara.org. There you can also find our
Frequently Asked Questions which will hopefully help with any questions
you might have. And thank you for taking the time to learn about Bahasa
Basudara and the work that is being done right from within our village.
Jeff Malaihollo
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Your choice
for paint and
wallpaper
and the very best in free advice

Daisy Chain Large from the Layla Faye wallpaper collection

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE

Pick up a Brewers Card in-store
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill
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The Chart Interview

Diana Davy
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If you attend Sunday morning service at St. Andrew’s Church, you might not
have realised the remarkable life story of the Church Warden handing out the
hymn books. Diana Davy – or, to give her professional name, Professor
Diana Green CBE, DL– has lived on the Chart for just ten years but brings
to the church and the local community a wealth of experience and
achievement in a career spanning research, policy advice, and the
management of change in not for profit and charitable organisations.
Married to John Davy, they lived first in Ballard’s Lane and now in
Greensands Place on the site of the old Marie Curie building.
Diana’s origins are in Lincoln, where her father was a local government
officer after RAF wartime service and where she attended in the late 1950s a
state grammar school, South Park High School for Girls. The teachers were
all women and important role models in encouraging aspiration. Aspiration,
determination to make a difference and optimism about change have been
guiding principles of Diana’s life.
who leads
the Pat to read French and Italian but dropped out
She went to Reading
University
during her third year. She joined the Civil Service, delivering courses in
management to high-flying civil servants at the Civil Service College in
Sunningdale. A growing interest in economics persuaded her to go back to
university, this time to Queen Mary University of London, to study for a BSc
in Economics. This was followed by a PhD at the London School of
Economics (LSE) in the late 1970s, researching the French model of how to
present budgetary choices to politicians.
She chose not to return to the Civil Service and instead took a lectureship in
economics and management at the City of London Polytechnic, along with a
consultancy for the Department of Trade and Industry under Sir Keith
Joseph. In 1984 she moved to Birmingham Polytechnic as Head of the
Department of Politics and Government In parallel, she worked closely with
local industry, developing a scheme to identify and reward companies using
quality management to improve their financial performance. She also
established a research centre which developed a system for measuring the
quality of education for students. This was essentially the start of appraisal
systems now used in all educational institutions. In 1998, she was appointed
Vice Chancellor of Sheffield Hallam University.
Diana became the chief executive of a university of 5,000 staff and 30,000
students and only the fifth female Vice Chancellor (out of 200 institutions).
Her brief was to shake up and regenerate Sheffield Hallam at an exciting
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time of university expansion under Tony Blair’s Labour government. The
range of subjects was expanded, she appointed successful people from the
business sector to her management team and she became an adviser to
government on student finance, itself undergoing radical change from grants
to fees.
She retired from Sheffield Hallam in 2007, when she was also awarded the
CBE for services to university education. In 2008, she was appointed a
Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands Region. Since then, she has
managed a portfolio of non-executive roles including an NHS trust. She was
vice chair of the London Film School until October 2021.
But flying came to absorb more of her time. She had started taking lessons in
1996 and gained her pilot’s licence in 1998. Re-mortgaging her Midlands
home, she bought her own light aircraft. Her role model was Polly Vacher,
who had flown solo round the world twice and who set up a trust to fund
flying scholarships for disabled people. (Diana was a Trustee of FSDP for six
years). She joined the Guild of Air Pilots and Navigators, (one of the London
Livery Companies), becoming a Liveryman in 2009. There she met John, a
former RAF officer and owner of aviation businesses. They were married in
2011.
Limpsfield Chart is a long way from Diana’s roots in Lincolnshire and the
West Midlands. Her move here did not entirely bring her into unknown
territory, for she had once lived in Croydon, but it was certainly a challenge.
Through the East Surrey Business Club, she was able to meet local people
who would benefit from her experience in management, but it was through
St. Andrew’s that she was able to widen her circle and contribute to the local
community. As a church warden she has helped preserve the fabric of the
church for future generations, helped to appoint the new vicar and involved
herself in initiatives such as the Chart Fair and the Limpsfield Chart
Community Help group. She and John fly their plane regularly from Biggin
Hill, although Diana has now relinquished her pilot’s licence. Breaking
through glass ceilings has been a big element in Diana’s life, bringing her
into a professional world in which women had traditionally to struggle for a
foothold. Her aspirations have now become localised, still ready to help make
a difference and benefiting the community in which she lives.

David Walsh

H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services
Alterations
Bathroom Installations
No Job too small
Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard
Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road,
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS
Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the
fine family portraits, furniture, a
beautiful collection of porcelain and
a marvellous set of four Canaletto
pictures of Venice. After visiting the
mansion house and grounds, why
not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 15th May to 22nd Sept 2021
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30,
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 23rd May, 20th June,
18th July, 15th August

Info Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions
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