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Editorial
This quarter, and particularly November, has been a period of
anniversaries. The 100th anniversary of the Great War ended on 11
November 1918, is the most important, and we have a moving article by
David Walsh on page 60. It is also the anniversary of Kristallnacht - on
the 9th November, 1938, it will be 80 years since that terrible night in
Berlin, when a hundred Jews were killed and thousands of Jewish
businesses and synagogues were wrecked by marauding crowds. On a
happier note, on 21 November, 1918, the Parliament (Qualification of
Woman) Act was passed, which allowed women into Parliament, and ten
years later all women could have the vote on the same basis as all men.
Ten years before, in October, 1908, Emily Pankhurst and her daughter
Christabel, were imprisoned for trying to get the vote!
In 1928 Britain signed the Kellog-Briand Pact which was supposed to
stop all future wars, and in September of that year, Alexander Fleming
accidentally discovered penicillin.
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In September 1938, Chamberlain returned from Germany with his ‘Peace
in our time’ letter. Prince Charles was born in December, 1948, and Alfred
Kinsey published his ‘Sexual Behaviour of the Human Male’. In
December, 1958, General De Gaulle was elected the first President of the
5th Republic in France. His Prime Minister, Michel Debre, was very keen
that Britain joined the new Common Market, but after years of
negotiation, de Gaulle said ‘Non’, and we all know where that got us! (As
it happens, Winston Churchill was 80 in November,1954, and we have an
extract from Roy Jenkins’ book on page 34).
1968 was a year of riots, in Paris, in Prague for the Prague Spring - though
that was in August, then in London against the Vietnam War. At the end of
the year there was the abolition of stage censorship by the Lord
Chamberlain, and we could watch the whole cast from the musical Hair,
without their clothes! In December, 1978, Jeremy Thorpe faced a trial for
incitement to murdering Norman Scott. In December, 1988, a Pan Am
jumbo jet crashed at Lockerbie. In December, 1998, the Euro was about to
be born, and in September, 2008 Lehman Brothers went bankrupt and
caused a global financial crash. This year, President Trump and North
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un, met and we are waiting for the results. But
we can wish you all a Happy Christmas!
An Editor

…and a le(er
Dear Editor,
Trevereux and the Norman Conquest
I read and enjoyed David Claridge’s article about the origins of the name
Trevereux. He may be right. I don’t think so – I stick to the view that
the name has been passed down orally from Trefarack’s to Trivyrocks to
Tevarax to Treverux to Trevereux, with no more interest in spelling it
right than Shakespeare displayed when writing his own name. David is
certainly right that it should be pronounced without the French silent ‘x’
– several previous occupants have told me this. But one of the nice
things about history is that it allows us all to have opinions, and David’s
is as valid as mine.
Richard Stilgoe
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Tough talking at the Chartmen’s Dinner
The Chartmen’s Dinner was held at
St Andrew’s Hall in September. After
splendid food and plenty of wine, the
diners then listened to the Chief
Constasble of Surrey, Nick Ephgrave.
Nick is a local man, brought up in
Limpsfield and still lives in the area.
Nick is a fluent and forthright
speaker with every fact absolutely at
his fingertips. He compared life in
Surrey today with what it was like
during the Olympic Games in 2012,
and produced some remarkable
figures. Since 2012 the volume of
adult serious assaults reported to the
Surrey Police has risen by over
300%., and child abuse by 250% .
Domestic abuse reporting is up by
99%; the number of missing adults
has risen by over 300% and missing children by nearly 400%. The number
of burglaries in Surrey has been falling during the period since the Olympic
Games, although the figures have started to rise again this year. Nick pooled
offences into two categories: public protection, (eg domestic abuse, child
protection, vulnerable adults) which had risen by 136% and non-public
protection (eg theft, burglary and auto-crime) which went up by 33%. So
Surrey Police now deal with a larger volume of crimes which are more
complex to deal with, and require more police time.
Nick lamented the cuts in police numbers, but Surrey, over the past eight
years, had actually increased numbers. But one interesting fact which Nick
told his audience; police spend only 25% of their time dealing with catching
villains, the rest is spent on office investigation and paperwork.
David Wickham
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Residents Await the Outcome of the Proposed DPD Super-Depot
As we prepare for Christmas, many local residents are worrying about
the proposed Super-Depot at Moorhouse, which awaits Tandridge District
Council’s review on 10th January (TBC). The land-owners of the Titsey
Estate and Industrial Developers, Roxhill, have submitted a third
planning application. This time round, there are three main issues that
SORE (Save Oxted’s Road & Environment)
team are fighting
specifically:
1.The 2018 application has not changed materially from 2015
2.Tandridge District Council’s problematic public consultation
process
3.What could be a sustainable and needed alternative for this site?
Many of the local organisations are sympathetic to the current challenges
faced by TDC, which needs to raise money. Whilst the public
consultation process has not been without its problems; many groups are
pressing those in power to consider not just revenue but to also think to
the future and the lasting legacy of its decisions. Like all large decisions,
they often have a butterfly effect; many look at the recent issues on
Chalkpit Lane to wonder if lessons have been learned.
Independent experts have reviewed the
agree that the site is wholly inappropriate
due to the volume of traffic on a
infrastructure, in close proximity to a
environment.

2018 plans and unanimously
for a development of this kind
fragile and dangerous road
primary school and delicate

The SORE Group believes it is time to look beyond the accusations of
NIMBY-ism. The truth is that demand for eCommerce will only grow
year on year. The fact is that the repeated like-for-like applications
remain unsuitable and unsustainable for this particular location. Whilst
SORE recognises that this site is brownfield (despite being entirely
surrounded by the Green Belt and an AONB) and appreciating the
benefits our community could gain from increased revenues, they ask
what is actually appropriate for this site? SORE believes that TDC
should have the courage to say ‘no’ and put this application firmly in the
past, and consider what the community needs to thrive in the future with
a development that everyone can embrace and support.
SORE Committee
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Gardening Notes
The richness of berries available to us in the garden is, I think, largely
unexploited. Holly berries abound at Christmas time. It does make me
chuckle when folk say this means we are in for a hard winter. I'm sure if
plants could sense what was to come, they wouldn't try to flower when the
winter is unseasonably warm, as it so often is. We've had a blistering
summer, followed by a summery autumn. There's no knowing what the
season will bring. Plants, however, respond to what is going on now.
However, I digress.
Our native holly, Ilex aquifolium, is a versatile plant, unfussy about soil as
long as it is not water logged. In common with several other berrying
plants, they require male and female forms of the plant to ensure berrying.
It is the female form that produces the berries once pollinated by a male
(assisted by insects or wind). Common holly can be male or female, but
you will notice that the many named varieties of holly are unhelpfully
named in respect of sex.....Golden Queen and Silver Queen are both male
varieties; Golden King is a female.
It is usually recommended that Dogwoods are pruned hard if not every
year, then every other year in February or March. If you prune all the
growth to the ground, you won't have flowers and fruits to enjoy. Two
!8
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favourite varieties of mine are Cornus alba 'Aurea' and 'Baton Rouge'. These
are both red stemmed forms with the former having bright yellow foliage,
the latter green. They have creamy white cluster flowers which transform
occasionally into white berries that go blue tinged just as the autumn colour
starts to do its thing, and with Baton Rouge, the autumn colour is awesome!
I prefer to prune selectively each year, keeping some stems going all the
time and pruning out the older stems which have lost their colour. The
choice is yours; Cornus are tough enough to cope with whatever you decide
to do.
For more intensely coloured berries, psychedelic even, look no further than
Callicarpa Bodinieri 'Profusion' which produces clusters of bead like violet
berries in abundance. Appropriately known as 'Beautyberry', it is much
enhanced in autumn by having purple flushed foliage, which is a bit special.
You might think these berries look likely to be poisonous, but they are not,
although they are bitter tasting and left alone by birds. The plant can grow
to 6ft/2m and more.
If you fancy yellow berries or fruits in the garden, there are several varieties
of Firethorn (Pyracantha) which tick the box. 'Soliel D'or' and 'Saphyr
Yellow’ are examples, the latter variety being more resistant to fireblight
and scab. I have seen fireblight, a disease causing blossoms to wilt and
dieback to occur, on Pyracantha in the Limpsfield area, so the Saphyr
varieties are worth seeking out. Blackbirds and thrushes love firethorn.
Pruning of Pyracantha is tricky, on the one hand because it bears vicious
thorns, but more particularly because it flowers (and fruits) on the short
spurs of growth formed the previous year, making it difficult to keep this
vigorous plant within a confined space, i.e. against a house wall and next to
a path, without losing the very thing we planted it for – the glorious berries!
Cotoneaster 'Rothschildianus' is a large shrub producing creamy yellow
fruits. More often seen and no less splendid is the red berried Cotoneaster
Horizontalis which looks fabulous when covered in berries and fanned
against a wall. It's not prickly, so has more potential for decorative use
indoors.
Have a very Berry Christmas, whether it's a garden berry or a Mary Berry
recipe on the go!
Emily Tawse
gardeneye@outlook.com
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Your local
one stop
car repairers

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE
CENTRE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

DAYSGARAGE
Serving the community since 1957
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk

alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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To
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in the
Chart News
please contact
Melanie Calver
01883 714196 or email
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
A quarter page only costs

£35
for four issues
Half and full pages
pro rata
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Chocolate Yule log
For the cake:
6 large eggs (separated)
150g caster sugar
50g cocoa powder
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
5 teaspoons icing sugar (to decorate)

For the icing:
90g dark chocolate (chopped)
125g icing sugar
100g soft butter
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
150ml double cream, whipped

1.Preheat the oven to 180°C/gas mark 4.
2.In a large, clean bowl whisk the egg whites until thick and peaking, then,
still whisking, sprinkle in 50g of the caster sugar and continue whisking
until the whites are holding their peaks but not dry.
3.In another bowl, whisk the egg yolks and the remaining caster sugar until
the mixture is moussy, pale and thick. Add the vanilla extract, sieve the
cocoa powder over, then fold both in.
4.Lighten the yolk mixture with a couple of dollops of the egg whites. Add
the remaining whites in thirds, folding them in carefully to avoid losing
the air.
5.Line a Swiss roll tin with baking parchment, leaving a big overhang all
round, folding the parchment into the corners so the paper stays
anchored.
6.Pour in the cake mixture and bake in the oven for 20 mins. Let the cake
cool a little before turning it out onto another piece of baking
parchment. Cover loosely with a clean tea towel.
7.To make the icing, melt the chocolate in a heatproof bowl suspended over
a pan of simmering water and let it cool.
8.Sieve the icing sugar before creaming it with the butter and stirring in the
chocolate and vanilla.
9.Sit the flat chocolate cake on a large piece of baking parchment. Trim the
edges of the Swiss roll. Spread some of the whipped cream over the
sponge, leaving a 2cm border around the edges. Start rolling from the
long side facing you, taking care to get a tight roll from the beginning,
and roll up to the other side.
10.Cut one end slightly at a gentle angle, reserving the remnants, and place
the Swiss roll on a board or long dish. The remnants, along with the
trimmed-off bits earlier, are to make a branch or two; you get the effect
by placing a piece of cake at an angle to look like a branch coming off
the big log.
11.Spread the yule log with the remaining icing, covering the cut-off ends
as well as any branches. Create a wood-like texture by marking along
the length of the log with a skewer or a fork, dust with icing sugar.
A recipe from Madeleine Eldridge, aged 14
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Would you like to play BRIDGE on Limpsfield Chart?
We are setting up a club to play bridge at St Andrew's Hall, Limpsfield
Chart on Monday afternoons and Tuesday evenings. We are a small
club that is transferring from Lingfield at the start of 2019.
On Mondays*, we shall be playing from 2pm and on Tuesdays from
7.30pm. It is best to arrive at least 20 minutes before the start time.
We play duplicate bridge and are affiliated to the English Bridge Union. If
you already play, do come along and join us. If you are rusty, we can
probably help you get going again. On Tuesday nights, you don't need a
partner - we aim to have a host available.
If you are interested but haven't played with us at Lingfield, you might
want to contact us beforehand but feel free simply to turn up.
Ian Jones, Chairman

or Melanie Calver 01883 714196

01342 832907 ian@cyderbarn.com

melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

St Andrew's Hall: Moorhouse Lane, Limpsfield Chart, Oxted, RH8 0TB
* NB on one Monday (usually at the end of) each month the hall will not be available so there will be no bridge
on these days – plenty of notice of these dates will be given.

Website: www.lingfieldbridgeclub.org.uk

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6
8RF
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FREE
THOROUGBRED
HORSE MANURE

ARNOLD HEIJMER

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs

with virtually no straw,
sawdust or shavings etc.

REPAIR & RESTORATION OF

Clocks and Barometers
Wheel and pinions made
Dials restored
All work guaranteed
Free estimates

Collect from Limpsfield Chart,
by wheel barrow or trailer, and
take it home. It’s the best food
available for your garden!

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257

0777 178 433
!15

Everything decorating
Paints • Wood Treatments
Wallpapers • Fabrics • Blinds
Ladders & Steps
Brushes & Rollers

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
PATTERN BOOKS ON FREE LOAN
AMPLE FREE PARKING

A F A M I LY B U S I N E S S W I T H
OVER 130 BRANCHES

27-33 Brighton Road REDHILL RH1 6PF
Tel 01737 764242 redhill@brewers.co.uk

STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.
Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs,
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements

FREE ESTIMATES
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED
TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491
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Caring for your pool :-)
Local swimming pool (and spa) care service.
•

Spring Start up.

•

Winter shut down.

•

Routine service.

•

Green pool recovery!

•

Chemicals, pumps, heat pumps, covers etc.

Phil Davies B.Sc

phil@hillssparklingpools.uk,
The Lodge,
Itchingwood Common rd
Limpsfield
Surrey RH8 0RJ

07947313355

01883 500848

www.hillssparklingpools.uk

M &M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING
PLUMBING ●

HEATING

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tel 01732 863155
Mobs 077 742 186 84
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079 004 207 15

Tee to Tea and back in time for the school run!
Today’s consumers are being encouraged to exercise their bodies and
brains, and subsequently brands are formulating products to help in the
quest for health and fitness. We all constantly talk about wellness as an
integral part of daily life both physically and emotionally. At the
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club, we consider ourselves Sport and, in some
instances, Wellness Professionals who can offer solutions!
Many people know that exercise releases ‘happy hormones’ called
endorphins which reduce stress and trigger positive feelings. But there are
added benefits of learning a new sport. Robert Hutchinson, a
transformational coach and wellbeing consultant said: “The brain is like a
muscle which needs to be exercised to keep it in good condition. New
experiences are a fundamental requirement for mental growth and the
brain loves stimulation; it grows with use and it withers with inactivity.”
Neilson Active Holidays recently released the results of a survey revealing
the average UK adult hasn’t tried a new active hobby in 5 ½ years despite
80% feeling positive effects on their wellbeing when they do. Adults said
they felt excited (38%), proud (24%) and more confident (18%) when
they tried a new activity. UK children try a new activity every six months
!18

CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.
Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE
Appointments 07766 141179

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft Conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied costumers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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Does your local estate
agent do all of this?

We include the BEST

0.89% (+Vat)

Nothing to pay until the

professional photography

Standard fee

sale completes

Open 8am-8pm

We advertise on 35+ websites

We accompany

7 days a week

including Rightmove, Prime

EVERY viewing

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

OXTED & CATERHAM

SEVENOAKS

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01883 460373

01732 617212

01892 300945

platformproperty.co.uk

enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk
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and feel similar emotions to adults when they do; 62% felt excited, 44%
happy and 22% more confident.
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club recently trialled a new concept which saw a
group ofbusy mums embark into golf, some for the first time! Lead by
our Golf Pro Sharon and supported by our Ladies Section, we held a
series of group lessons, where friends and colleagues learned the basics of
golf, golf etiquette, played in mini competitions eg putting nearest the
Prosecco followed by tea in The Clubhouse to chat about the afternoon’s
events! Ladies of all standards joined in the fun with Ryder Cup
aspirations. After just one session consisting of two hours of group
tuition, we saw balls flying off into the distance on the 8th hole!
Having fun and taking different approaches to the game is crucial for new
members. Notwithstanding the satisfaction of learning to play golf, we
have a full social calendar which include Quiz Nights, Dining Clubs, Race
Nights, Competitions; there really is something for everyone.

Bulb Planting on a budget
Come and see for yourself!
If you fancy learning to play golf, we are ready to welcome you! Join our
Academy now from £299 or alternatively come and see for yourself at our
“Get a Taste for It” sessions starting on Monday 11th March 2019. For
more information please call Berni 07789 864558, email
secretary@limpsfieldchartgolf.co.uk or pop into the club for more
information.
Berni Hawkins
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National Trust – Lead Ranger Report
By the time you are reading this article it will only be acouple of weeks until
Christmas Day. I can’t believe how quickly this year has passed but this is
probably due to it being such a busy year, with a variety of extreme weather.
The ‘Beast from the East’ brought snow and freezing temperatures followed by
one of the hottest and driest summers on record with the risk of wild fires and
finally a very mild autumn. We will have to see whether the dry summer has had
any long term effect on our trees. The Limpsfield volunteers as ever have been
very busy helping us manage Limpsfield Common. They have been working in
a number of areas - thinning of the dense holly understorey from the woodland
around the golf course, removal of laurel and holly from West Heath, providing
space around our more mature oak trees in Happy Valley and carrying out
healthland restoration work next to New Road. If you have passed along New
Road you may well have seen the recently cleared area. The reason for us felling
a number of larger trees here was to reduce the shade on the small remaining
area of heather which thrives much better in more open areas. The plan over the
next few months is to carry out a number of small scrapes to remove the nutrient
bracken mulch and hopefully create conditions for heather to thrive. Sadly we
have had a number of thefts of firewood, not people taking a few pieces for
themselves but vans and pickups taking large quantities at a time and probably
selling commercially. One such vehicle was spotted leaving the area with
probably a tonne of wood on board which was reported to the police. As you are
probably aware the Limpsfield volunteers hold a number of log sale mornings
each year where for a donation you can have a load of firewood in return. If you
are interested to go on the email list then please drop an email to Lorna Edser at
lorna@chartcroft.com

Which would
you rather
have?

In previous articles I mentioned the oak we felled early in the year being milled,
which was done in September. The plan is to use a large quantity of this milled
timber to replace the way marker posts on the common, but we probably will
not being doing this work until next spring/ summer.
A few people have asked us what happened to the bench that used to be at the
viewpoint at Scearn Bank. Sadly this got vandalised earlier this summer but we
were able to rescue it from being completely destroyed and we plan to repair it
and return it to the viewpoint early next year.
Mark Richards 07770 887679
!22

H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services

!
!

Alterations
Bathroom Installations
No Job too small
Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard
Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road,
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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Fiddle-de-dee!
The North Downs
Community Orchestra
(NDCO)is a fun
orchestra made up of
nearly 40 local
amateur musicians
who just want to play
their instruments after
a long hiatus. There is
no audition and the
orchestra in particular
needs more string
players. They meet
for rehearsals in
Oxted and play in
Limpsfield, Oxted and
Caterham. A smaller
group, the NDCO
Ensemble, also plays
by invitation in
schools and old folks
homes. As you can see from the photograph, I play the cello, though I
haven’t really played anything since my son (also pictured) was at
Hazlewood School twenty years ago. He passed his Grade 8 when he was
12, but I got rather left behind!
Formed of local musicians and conducted by Shona Fenion, the orchestra
repertoire goes from Mozart to The Sound of Music and the Barber of
Seville to Star Wars. If you would like to join the group or would like to
know when their next concert will take place, email me at
colin.hall43@btinternet.com , and I will put you in touch.
I play because I enjoy it, and it is a very invigorating experience to play in
an orchestra. We don’t mind if you leave the odd note out in arriving at the
destination. Fun to play – do come if you can.
Colin Hall
The next concert of the Orchestra - their third anniversary, will be in St
John's, Hurst Green, on Sunday 24 March, - Ed
!24

SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall.
6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).
Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis.
Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes.
Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports.
Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates.
Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk
Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH
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Tel. 01883 714079

The Village Shop
The ongoing news has been about
Brexit, interspersed with two Royal
weddings. In the shop we welcomed
back our Manager, Kerry, following the
addition of little Delilah to her family.
Volunteers and staff in the shop have
been magnificent.
With the shop
bursting at the seams with colourful
and enticing Christmas present ideas,
it's a good time to come and visit. How
about trying blackberries in gin with
a dollop of ice cream, yoghurt or
cream. Make a ginger cake with
stem ginger and the other
ingredients, all available from the
shop.
The turkey orders are
beginning to come in – don’t forget
yours and lastly, a
happy and
healthy Christmas to you and your
family. Kari Pridden

GuDers
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mulley
Te: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711747640
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Ch
Chiropodist

CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING
CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Kim Sullivan
SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

01883 723412
Are your feet complaining?
Give them a treat,
they deserve it!
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Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss,
Depression, Eating Disorders, low SelfEsteem, Isolation, Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress
For further information
without commitment
07507 602744
or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277
Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

Barman’s Choice
As I sit in front on my computer pondering over the Barman’s Choice for
the Christmas edition of Chart News I have in the back of my mind the
advice, published widely earlier in the autumn, from the Washington
University Researchers that we should all abstain from alcohol completely.
This was followed shortly afterwards by an hour long BBC documentary
on reducing alcohol consumption. I have since been half expecting an
editor to suggest that in future I should concentrate my comments on fruit
juices! I am not going to do that for I take the view that most things in life
involve a certain amount of risk and some small risks are well worth
taking. I perhaps would not got as far as a correspondent to the Daily
Telegraph who wrote “I am now told I can enjoy only 14 units of alcohol
a week. That’s fine; I just won’t enjoy the rest”.
Party time is coming and I thought I would make a few comments about
bag-in-box wines. The connoisseurs amongst readers may wish to turn the
page quickly for these wines generally do not receive a particularly good
press. They are usually low priced wines which are made in high volumes
often from the 'New World’ and have a shelf life of probably not more
than 12 months. However there is no doubt the quality is improving and
they are convenient for partying and those fond of an occasional glass of
wine but wish to avoid opening a bottle. The wines in a box, once opened,
will drink well for five to six weeks.
Few of the specialist retailers stock bag-in-box wines and show a distinct
lack of interest when mentioned but there are wide choices in most
supermarkets.
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Two I have selected, both perfectly acceptable as party wines, are from
Waitrose; Kiwi Cuvee Pinot Noir and Marlborough Springs Sauvignon
Blanc, retailing at £17.99 and £20.99 and respectively. They each contain
2.75 litres equivalent to about three bottles of wine. Waitrose mentioned
that the white wine is easy to keep in the refrigerator and also ideal for
taking a single glass Unfortunately producing a copy of Chart News will
not secure a discount!
For those connoisseurs who have continued to remain interested there is a
comparatively recently formed company, bibwine.co.uk who say they
have no aspirations to sell plonk and their wines come from smaller
producers. I haven’t tasted any but am told they are like a wine you would
order by the glass at a good restaurant and I think worth a try. No surprise
the cost is as much again as those I have listed from Waitrose. Happy
Christmas.
Brian Harris

A Canticle for the Chart
After the Harvest Festival at St Andrew’s , some people wrote a
line about what they appreciated most about the Chart. Thank
you for:
The woods, the quietness, the peace, the solitude.
For the woods, the green spaces, blackberries, bluebells, dogs,
horses and rabbits.
Birdsong in the evening, as the birds find somewhere to rest.
The wonder of sunsets and the morning dew sparkling like
diamonds on the grass.
The owls, their call welcoming us home in the evening.
For the beeches and pines soaring to the sky.
Going for a walk without taking the car.
The country viewed from the hills like a landscape painting.
For the quiet and friendly people who live on the Chart, and all
the noisy children who bring new life here.
For a lovely church
The Carpenters.
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
December 2018 to 23rd March 2019
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to serve
our locality. Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey,
or Revd Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.
7TH

REGULAR SERVICES
Said Eucharist
10am Sung Eucharist with hymns
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in
the month the service is especially child friendly. There are always activities
at the back of the Church for the children.
Monday
6pm to 6.45pm Meditation Group returns in February
Wednesday
9am Morning Prayer except 26th December
Sunday 8am

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.30 – 4.30
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and
songs in the Church. This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with
their parents.
8th January, 25th February, 25th March
Epiphany Party Sunday 6th January 3 - 4.30pm
EVENTS
Community Hearing Aid Clinic.
First Wednesday in the month 11am-12 noon
SERVICES
Monday 24th December 4pm Christingle Service
Please bring toys or books and labelled boy or girl. They will go to the
Reigate and Banstead Women’s Refuge
11.15pm
Midnight Mass
Tuesday 25th December 10am
Christmas Day
Wednesday 6th March 10am
Ash Wednesday Service
Imposition of ashes

14th October

REGISTER
Baptism of Oliver Wardlaw
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge
Team Rector
Team Vicar
Honorary Curate
Reader
Church wardens

Revd Wendy Harvey
01883 723153
Revd James Percival
01883 712512
Revd Vincent Short
01959 577289
Revd Ruth Rainbird
01883 713683
Dr Sue Compton
01883 730522
Diana Davy
01883 714282
Michael Rainbird
01883 713683
Treasurer
Melanie Calver
01883 714196
PCC Secretary
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Captain of Bells
Ian Day
01959 561691
Choir
Shanie Kirkwood
01883 722107
Church Cleaning
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Church flowers
Shanie Kirkwood
01883 722107
Church Garden
Bruce Buckingham
01732 864276
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Good Neighbours
Elizabeth Roberts
01883 722369
Organisers
Ann Fletcher
01883 713888
Health & Safety Off..
John Davy
01883 714282
Organists
Melanie Calver
01883 714196
Jim Cessford
01883 717100
Mary McGregor
01883 723257
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Tony Wiltshire
01959 524887
Sacristan
Ann Fletcher
01883 713888
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke
01883 723289
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
St Andrew’s Hall
Lorna Tooth
01883 730310
Bookings
lornahursfield@yahoo.com.uk
Team Communications Caroline Campbell
01883 712512
Administrator
comms@lltm.org.uk

The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an
editorial board of four, professional proof readers and
numerous helpers who deliver the copies and do the most
valuable job of all. We also have a first rate and very
helpful printer. Many thanks to all of them.
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Priest’s Letter
I am writing my Christmas letter this year from the heat and sunshine of
Fiji so it feels rather strange. This is such a beautiful tropical island with
its enormous Banyan trees, the sweet scent of frangipani and the Minah
birds squabbling in the trees in our garden.
The Fijians are big people in every way, just like the weather, either very
hot and sunny or dark and stormy. They take their God seriously and the
air is full of gospel singing all day long on Sunday. All the many churches,
including St Andrew’s, are packed for their services. One is very aware
here too of climate change as some of their neighbouring islands start to
disappear. Whatever we think about Brexit, we would probably be alarmed
if France were to disappear under the waves.
It seems that no matter where in the world we travel, God is there speaking
to people’s hearts and pouring out his love and blessing on them. We know
that God comes to us as a tiny child in the cold and depths of winter at
Christmas to bring his light and dispel our darkness. But he also comes to
others at the height of summer and blazes forth his brilliance with
abundance and joy.
And so this child who comes on Christmas night speaks in so many
different ways but always with the same meaning, that God is love and has
come into the world. His goodness and joy conquer all darkness and his
love for us knows no boundaries or barriers. Thanks be to God.
I am very much looking forward to being back home in time for Christmas
and wish that you will all find the joy and peace of knowing God’s
presence with you this Christmas, whether to dispel the darkness and cold
of any pain or loneliness you might be feeling, or whether he comes in the
warmth of your hearts and your families, or in the heat of your celebrating
and feasting.
God bless and a very Happy Christmas everyone.
Wendy (07973 428683)

!32

GREAT
SAVINGS
IN-STORE
TODAY

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

THIS AUTUMN
David Gresham House
YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ● SUPER SERVICE ● COMPETITIVE PRICES ● PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE

OXTED ELECTRICAL
6 Station Road West , Oxted. RH8 9EP
Tel:01883 715544
Email:
sales@oxtedelectrical.co.uk

LOCAL DELIVERY*

*T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.
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22/08/2017 13:12
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On 30th November 1954 Prime Minister
Winston Churchill celebrated his 80th birthday,
and the House of Commons wanted him to
have
a
portrait, painted by Graham
Sutherland, the leading English painter.
Sutherland at first made a very favourable
impression. “Mr Graham Sutherland is a
WOW” Clementine Churchill wrote to her
daughter Sarah, “He really is the most
attractive man.”
As the portrait advanced
Sutherland became more secretive. Churchill
was not allowed to see the portrait until two
weeks before his birthday. He hated it. “I think it’s malignant”. It made
him look old and spent, which he was, and showed his face as cruel and
coarse, which it was not. At the presentation ceremony he remarked with
heavy ambiguity: “The portrait is a remarkable example of modern art. It
certainly combines force and candour”. The picture found its way to an
office until Lady Churchill had it cut up and burnt a year or so later.
Taken from: Churchill by Roy Jenkins

Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
kitchens ▪ bathrooms ▪ plumbing ▪ tiling ▪ joinery
▪ plastering ▪ flooring ▪ patios ▪ driveways ▪
brickwork ▪ fencing ▪ turfing ▪ paving ▪ property
maintenance ▪ renovation ▪ and much more.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk
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Gardening Notes

Male

Femal
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http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

Vicky, Joal and the team offer you a warm welcome you this
autumn and winter in the historic Carpenter’s Arms. Menus
are devised to reflect the best seasonal produce, and offer a
selection of favourite British dishes with a modern European
twist, all made using locally-sourced ingredients. We also
make a great cup of coffee available at any time of the day.
Do you have something to celebrate? We love to host
events! Whether it's an intimate gathering for a handful of
people or an extra-special party for up to 140 guests in our
Garden Room, give us a call on 01883 722209 to find out
what we can do for you. Or request a table online.
Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car.
We’re looking forward to it.
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Neighbourhood Plan has now been published in draft form, submitted to
Tandridge District Council, and, if all goes according to plan will be validated
by Tandridge, then approved by an examiner on behalf of the government, and
will go to referendum next May.
“What does the plan do for Limpsfield Chart?” you may ask.
The Neighbourhood Plan can broadly be divided into planning policies and
potential projects for improving the area. Looking at the policies the landscape
setting of Limpsfield Chart is to be protected. "Home" working will be
supported and the plan would support a new shop in the village. Some
buildings are designated heritage assets and the land in front of the Carpenters
Arms would be given belt and braces protection by being designated a Local
Green Space.
When it comes to projects the Parish Council plans to investigate the
possibility of a cycle track linking Limpsfield Chart with the centre of
Limpsfield.
However, while the plan seeks to protect the character of central Limpsfield,
in particular by controlling garden development and extensions, there is no
comparable protection for Limpsfield Chart. The reason for this is very
simple. The Parish Council's Steering Group did propose protections,
suggesting guidelines for the size of extensions and replacement buildings
and, generally, prohibiting the building of new houses in Green Belt gardens.
Yet the planners at Tandridge were adamant that they would not allow the
Neighbourhood Plan to be more specific than national Green Belt policies.
This was a decision taken at senior level. No detailed explanation was given.
The Steering Group was faced with a decision. Either keep building design
policies in the Green Belt areas and risk the plan being rejected or back down.
Sadly, we decided to back down.
The result is that we are just left with national Green Belt protection which
gives considerable discretion to planning officers in respect of extensions,
replacement buildings, or garden development. The lesson from this is that if
we want to protect the character of our village then we will need to be
watching the Tandridge planners like hawks.
Robert O’Donovan
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A Far-away Wedding
It is a probability that not many Limpsfield families have seen their offspring
married in the steppes of Central Asia. This October Stephen Arscott married
Elia in Bishkek, capital of Kyrgyzstan, and a dozen English family members
and friends were there to witness it. Kyrgyzstan is one of the Russian ‘stans’,
a small country of about six million people on the ‘Silk Road’ between China
and the west, south of Kazakhstan and with a long Chinese border. It is
eighty per cent mountains and was originally populated by the nomadic
Kyrgyz tribes. In the early twentieth century the area was absorbed into the
Tsarist and then Soviet Empire as the Kyrgyz Soviet Socialist Republic
before the collapse of the Soviet Union and the withdrawal of Russian
occupiers in 1991. The road to full independence has not been without
problems, and scores of protesters’ lives were lost in 2010 trying to wrest
power from a dictatorial government, but democratic institutions now prevail
and the country has a relaxed, peaceful air. Although the population is eighty
per cent Muslim, it is a remarkably relaxed form of the religion with few
overt signs and a broadly liberated young female population. Indeed I was
told that ISIS recruiters had come to the country looking for terrorist recruits,
but left in a hurry as Kyrgyz men treated their women too kindly.

Kari Pridden

Stephen decided one morning in March 2017 that he would go to
Kyrgyzstan, as people in Limpsfield sometimes do, because he wanted to
learn Russian and did not need a visa. The original month extended to two
and then many more, as he taught English in Kyrgyz and international
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schools and then met Elia, who runs her own business in Bishkek
recruiting Kyrgyz people to work in Turkish holiday hotels.
For us, the flight to Bishkek was via Istanbul, in fact nearly six hours
beyond Istanbul. The first problems were clear on arrival, that virtually
nobody beyond a very small educated elite spoke any English at all and
that signs of any kind were unreadable because of the use of the Cyrillic
alphabet. Kyrgyz and Russian are the two most common languages and
luckily Stephen and Elia speak both. The second problem was riding in a
succession of clapped out taxis driven by budding Lewis Hamiltons in a
country where car insurance (and certainly MOT tests) do not exist. The
compensation was that a 45 minute taxi ride from the airport into town
cost £1.
Judy and I had a few days in Bishkek before others arrived and the
wedding celebrations began. The contrasts are enormous – a developing
city fringed by glorious snow-capped mountains and basic traditional
villages, smart new shopping malls and modern hotel rooms alongside
Soviet-era apartment blocks and crumbling concrete playgrounds,
beautiful tree-shaded city
walks, ancient yurts and
bustling bazaars. Elia’s
family are farmers in a
village about an hour out
of Bishkek and here the
English visitors were
royally entertained the
night before the wedding
in the family house. Elia’s
father, who also works as
a vet, still takes his herds
up to the mountain
pastures for three months
every summer, armed with
his shotgun to ward off
wolves. The village
nestles in the foothills of
the mountains crossed by
a sparkling river. The
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Amaz!ng
It’s the characters of the pupils that
make the school unique and special

For details of the school’s forthcoming Open Days,
please visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk

The alphabest of Ha-zelwood School
!40 on 01883 733841
Contact Nick Tappin

concrete house was strewn with rugs and the table laden with food as we
all sat on the floor to eat, but that was not the meal, which arrived in many
courses and forms, especially boiled meat, washed down with local vodka
and cognac. The warmth of the hospitality could not have been bettered,
even though none of the hosts spoke a word of English. Signs and
laughter can get you a long way in mutual recognition and camaraderie,
with toasts and speeches in abundance, and traditional costumes handed
out.
The next evening it was the wedding celebration itself in a star-spangled
room shaped like a yurt. The food and drink available was prodigious,
everyone present was required to make a short speech toasting the couple,
and dancers, singers and a magician followed in a variety show, compered
by a television star able to translate from one language to another. The
bride’s wider family drew in their guests in demonstrating dexterity in
traditional dancing.
How to sum up an experience for which nothing could easily prepare you.
Sometimes you need to step outside your comfort zone but, when you do,
there is plenty to console you in Kyrgzystan – modern coffee bars,
excellent wi-fi, plentiful fresh food and the warmth of local hospitality.
We basked in hot sunshine and walked in snow on the same day, drank tea
in a yurt, witnessed many memorials to developing nationhood, conversed
with schoolchildren keen to try out their English and realised that family
ties strongly bind you wherever in the world you are. Kyrgzystan has
many potential problems of economic development, fragile democracy
and endemic corruption in high places, but it has a landscape and popular
spirit which will draw ever increasing numbers of visitors.
David Walsh

Hail, wedded love, mysterious law, true source
Of human offspring, sole propriety
Join Paradise of all things common else.
John Milton (1608-74) Paradise Lost
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Chartfords Trees Ltd
Tree Removal & Felling

Hedge Trimming

Pruning Work

Shrub Pruning
Stump Grinding

Safety Work
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Tree Planting
Logs & Woodchip

!

m

W LKINSON

R S Geal

GARDENING

Painting & Decorating

Professional Garden Services

Interior & Exterior

RHS Qualified

38 yrs Experience

Hever Castle Trained

Garden Maintenance
Pruning

Fully Insured

Seasonal Tidy-ups

Free Estimates

Planting Plans

Tel; 01883 626802

Call Karen on 07875 432097

Mobile: 07860 140311

info@wilkinsongardening.co.uk
www.wilkinsongardening.co.uk
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The Building Professional
Mark Elliott FCIOB

30 Years Construction Experience
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions
Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms
Call Mark f or a Fast Friendly Service
Telephone: 01883 348579

Mobile: 07966 588985

t h e b u i l d i n gp r o f e s s i o n a l @ g m a i l . c o m

Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look you’ll love
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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Marjorie Pease and the first council houses
On the corner of Ridlands
Lane and Ridlands Rise is
a row of cottages named
Marjorie Pease. As far as
I’m aware, they were built
by Godstone Rural District
Council which existed
between 1894 and 1974
when it was replaced by
Tandridge District Council.
Marjorie actually took that
first name when she
married Edward Pease in
1889. She was born Mary
Gammell Davidson in
1861 in Perthshire,
Scotland. Mary was
educated in Edinburgh and
at Cheltenham Ladies
College after which she became a schoolteacher. She and Edward Pease came
to live on Limpsfield Chart in The Pendicle, Pastens Road. The Pendicle was
sometimes referred to as 'Dostoevsky Corner', because it housed so many
Russian refugees who had been forced to leave their country because of their
socialist beliefs.
Edward and Mary met through their membership of the Fabian Society. He
became General Secretary of the Society of which he was a founding
member, in 1891. Like Edward, Marjorie was very actively involved in the
Society, working as an assistant to her husband. In the early 1900s she formed
a women's Liberal Party group for Oxted and Limpsfield.
The Fabian Society was very influential in political thinking. In 1908 the
Liberal Government passed the Small Holdings and Allotments Act following
discussion papers prepared by the Society. This Act enabled local authorities
and Land Clubs to provide Allotments and more. Marjorie formed the East
Surrey and West Kent branch of the Land Club League, which later became
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part of the Land and Home League, becoming its honorary secretary with its
Chairman a Montague Fordham of Pains Hill, but that’s another story.
In 1911, Marjorie was elected to Godstone Rural District Council and
successfully campaigned for the council to become one of the first to
build municipal housing. John Burns Cottages in Ridlands Lane are the
evidence of her success locally in achieving that goal. Although local
authorities had powers to provide housing from 1890 onwards, the Housing
for the Working Classes Act had not been taken up with any vigour. It would
not be until after 1918 when the ‘Homes for Heroes’ initiative gathered pace
that any sizeable effort was made to provide local authority housing.
Sadly I’ve been unable to establish precisely when John Burns Cottages were
built but this must have been after 1911. They were certainly amongst the first
Council Housing to be provided in England.
Marjorie also became a magistrate and sat on numerous local committees. In
1918, she left the Liberals and joined the Labour Party. She stood for her new
party in East Surrey at the 1922 UK general election. She was not elected and
thereafter devoted her time to the Fabians, with a particular focus on local
government matters. Marjorie died in 1950, leaving a tangible local legacy,
and having participated in influencing Government policy through the radical
thinking offered by the Fabians. It’s only right and rather apt, therefore, that
she’s commemorated through the Council’s decision to name the cottages on
the corner of Ridlands Lane and Ridlands Rise after her, but her real local
housing legacy is John Burns Cottages.
David Claridge
The Fabian Society, according to the Shorter
Oxford Dictionary, is “a society founded in 1884,
of Socialists who deprecate immediate attempts at
revolutionary action.”
Arther Ransome, in his book ‘Six Weeks in Russia
— Notes and Conversations with Lenin”, quotes
Lenin as saying of George Bernard Shaw:
“He was a good man fallen among Fabians”
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The Na1onal Health to the rescue!
Some people may know that apart from co-editing this magazine, I also
own a horse, a rather too lively Thoroughbred. Most weeks in the season
he takes me hunting without mishap, until this year! Suddenly, without
warning, he suddenly raced backwards and landed on top of me - his four
legs waving in the breeze and me gasping underneath. Fortunately the
ground was a little softer than it had been all summer, and afterwards
there were two great big dents, one where my bottom had landed and one
where my shoulders had. We certainly cannot complain about the
National Health, or certainly not in this part of the world, and I am
eternally grateful to them for sending an air ambulance and a road
ambulance to check that I was all right. Actually, the air ambulance is run
by a charity, but it works closely with the National Health.
Two very nice nurses (in their working lives) had appeared, almost at
once it seemed, and my sincere thanks to them. One was a midwife,
Lindsey, who also hunts, and she summoned the ambulance. I was fully
conscious and able to assure her I wasn’t about to have a baby! The other
was a lady I did not recognise, who told me to promise that I would not
have my horse shot, as I had been mouthing, in between swear words,
ever since I landed on the ground. This nurse apparently had a horse
haven on the south coast and she assured me she would look after my
mount for ever! But she would not give me her name because she was a
hunt saboteur, and it turned out she had helped a young girl who had
come off her pony at a jump earlier on! Some hunt saboteurs are really
human after all!
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Once in the land ambulance, I was strapped into an inflatable, raft-like
bed and with a pad on either side of my neck and we roared off to East
Surrey hospital with blue light blazing. Immediately on arrival I was catscanned and X-rayed to reveal a broken rib, which gave me remarkably
little trouble! I confess I have not needed an ambulance nor an air
ambulance before, but I dread to think how much the morning’s episode
cost the National Health.
I was certainly very lucky. I am thankful that the ground was softer than
it had been, that my feet didn’t get stuck in the stirrups, that my horse
rolled off me quickly and didn’t stamp on me and that two kind nurses
came quickly to my aid. But mostly, I am thankful for the National
Health! They organise everything for everyone who falls ill or has an
accident, including those who fall off their horses.
David Wickham

ST ANDREWS HALL
The Hall Committee is seeking a volunteer
as a replacement for the LETTINGS
SECRETARY.
Lorna Tooth has been
carrying out the task for three years and
now wishes to hand over the baton. If you
feel that you are able to contribute to the
community life on The Chart and have online access, please speak to Lorna on 01883
730130 to discuss the role.
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Is everything now a surprise?
Over the years I have often cautioned against jumping to conclusions about our
weather over the short term.

But in the autumn, I ventured to suggest that last

summer was the hottest and driest in decades. Apart from the temperatures, I cited a
June rainfall if just 1mm – by far the lowest I have recorded in more than three
decades. But now, having got to the end of November, I find we have had the most
rain in that month for almost a decade.

What does that do to the picture of an

undoubtedly dry summer.

Well, perhaps surprisingly (or maybe not?) it turns out that the rainfall in the first eleven
months of this year was pretty much average.
I suppose it is a fruitless task trying to work out any sort of real trends over a mere three
decades, but it is undeniably interesting. We just have to leave it to the scientists with
their access to truly long-term data to guide us on what might really be happening to the
world we insist on despoiling. And just a thought - what might happen to us here if the
threat to cut down more Brazilian rainforest comes to pass?
Peter Oliver
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LANGDALE
LANDSCAPES
Ltd
Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS
SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS
TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779
OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Registered Charity No. 262608
www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk
OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL

CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS –
RAFFLE - BOOKS - FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning
of chairs, upholstery and seagrassing. We also carry out a variety of
repairs as well as being very handy with a needle and thread. Our
Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if you want to make new friends whilst
participating in a spot of woodwork. The Centre is open Monday to
Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for
Easter, Summer and Christmas. We are delighted to have visitors and
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike. Why
not come and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call
our Manager below and we will try to help.

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)
Come to our
SPRING SALE
Thursday 28th March 2019
10.30am - 12.00pm at the centre

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have
anything you want to write about, boast about, complain
about, comment about, or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay,
on 01883 723231 or by email: mackay717@btinternet.com or
David Wickham on 01883 652113 or
dwickham@indimage.com
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Chart Events

Hearing Aid Clinic. Commencing on 2 January 2019, the clinic will be
held on the 1st Wednesday of the month from 11 a.m to noon
St Andrew’s Bridge Drive, 20th February 2019. The Bridge afternoon
will be held at Crockham Hill Village Hall, 1.30 for 2 pm. If you would
like to book a table please get in touch with Melanie Calver on
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.
Chart Ladies Dinner. The Ladies Dinner, held over from the autumn, will
now be held on Thursday, 21st March 2019 at 7.30pm at Limpsfield Chart
Golf Club. Tickets from Eileen Perryer on e.m.perryer@ntlworld.com or
Daphne Mackay on mackay717@btinternet.com.
Christmas Bazaar. The Christmas Bazaar, organised by Brenda PoDle, took
place in St Andrew’s Hall on 17th November. There were stalls for everything
from bread and cakes to lamb chops, and honey and apple juice to toys. AWer
a lot of hard work by many people, the Bazaar raised £1,300.
Armis1ce dinner. There was a good turnout of 78 for the ArmisYce dinner on
9th November. David Walsh gave an outstanding talk on the Great War and
1918 (see page 56). Well organised by Claire Carr-Locke, the dinner raised
£600 for the BriYsh Legion and £1,500 for St Andrew’s.
Chart Men’s Dinner 27th September. 70 men of the Chart had an excellent
dinner in St Andrew’s Hall, followed by an interesYng and authoritaYve talk by
Nick Ephgrave, the Chief Constable of Surrey. (see page 6)
Surrey Churches Bike and Stride. On 6th September Duncan Ferguson, Brian
Clark and Paul Calver walked round numerous churches and raised £464 for
the Church PreservaYon Trust – well up on last year.
!51

PLATINUM PLUMBING
Your friendly and reliable local plumber
-

From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
Free estimates
City & Guilds qualified
Fully insured
DIY jobs rescued
No call out charge
Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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Stockenden Farm Diary
A summer and autumn of conflicting conditions. A very early harvest meant
that the fields to be sown for winter crops had over eight weeks for the
volunteer seeds as well as the volunteer weeds, especially Black Grass and
Brome, to chit [very difficult to eradicate in a growing crop]. Overall
though, there was an ideal seedbed for the winter wheat to be sown into. A
pre-emergence spray is applied shortly after sowing and this takes out any
emerging weeds without harming the wheat seedlings. This year the crops
have grown well so far and the seedbeds are still looking clean.
The sheep have enjoyed an abundance of grass this autumn. The ewes were
in good condition for the rams, who went in on the 23rd of October, so
hopefully lambing will begin in the third week of March. The ewes will be
scanned in early January to make sure they are in lamb and how many they
are carrying.
The day old turkey chicks arrived on July 19th and thus far have grown well
in the very warm summer and mild autumn. With Christmas only weeks
away I am concentrating on the marketing at the moment. The prices have
remained the same as last year. The turkeys are fed on home grown corn
live in spacious outdoor pole barns, are antibiotic free and they are all
hand plucked. So if you want to know more or place an order please
telephone me on 07785523921, or order from the Memorial Stores. A very
happy Christmas to you all.
Tony Wilkins
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs
Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation

Call Dean on 01883 842 365.
www.draindetectives.co.uk

GARDENERS/CLEANERS

READY FOR HOLIDAYS?

Experienced Handy Man

SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition

Small jobs, gardening, cleaning
Local Limpsfield Village

One to one £10.00 an hour,
small groups (3 or less) £25.00/3h

£10.00 an hour

Including free lunch for small groups

Eduardo / Christopher

Spanish Football lessons for kids too!

07814 439947

£7 hour Eduardo/Christopher

07814 39947

Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com

Email: Georgieboy12@ymail.com
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Chart Advertising
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to
cover its costs. Please support our advertisers, and let
them know about Chart News whenever you use them or
buy their services.
We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are
very reasonable.
Please help by encouraging new
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Your LOCAL Community Shop
(established in 2000 by local residents)
• Post Oﬃce
• Fresh Produce
• Groceries
• Newsagent
• StaYonery
• Household supplies
Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming
a volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But
come and support us.
Monday to Friday: 7.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday: 8.00am – 12.30pm
Sunday: 8.00 am - 12.00 pm (Post Oﬃce closed)
Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsﬁeld stores.co.uk
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Reflections on
the Armistice
11th November 1918: That momentous morning the teleprinters chattered all
along the line of the Western Front: ‘Hostilities will cease at 11.00am
November 11th. Troops will stand fast at the line reached at that hour…There
will be no intercourse of any description with the enemy’. At the front itself the
celebrations were muted. ‘The most uncanny feature of that day and night,’ one
officer wrote, ‘was the silence.’
Back home it was more noisy – cheering crowds, waving flags, and church
bells. Some found that mood of celebration hard to share. Vera Brittain who
had lost her fiancé, her brother and her best friend, could write only of ‘a
survivor drowning in black waves of memory…all those with whom I had
been really intimate were gone….. The War was over; a new age was
beginning; but the dead were dead and would never return’.
This dark mood was made worse by the terrible flu epidemic sweeping the
world. The last two Limpsfield casualties of the Great War are buried in the
churchyard of St Peter’s – John Jarrett of Mill Cottages and Sydney Crittell of
Champion’s Cottages on the Chart, both 18 years old, both Royal Navy stokers
and both dying on the same day, 25th October, 1918. The flu virus could attack
and kill in a single day the exhausted populations. 40 million people died
around the world, 230,000 of them in Britain. Yet the mood was one of relief
that the war was over and it was captured by the soldier poet Siegfried Sassoon
in April 1919:
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‘Everyone suddenly burst out singing;/And I was filled with such delight
As prisoned birds must find in freedom/Winging wildly across the white
Orchards and dark green fields; on-on-and out of sight.
How then should we reflect on the Armistice 100 years on? What have we
learned from the last four years of commemorating the centenary of this
terrible conflict in which over 900,000 men of Britain and her Empire died?
Firstly we have come to appreciate the value of our rituals and memorials, all
of which date from the Great War. The two minute silence dates from 1919
when George V picked up an idea originating from a member of the South
African parliament and decreed there would be one minute in remembrance of
those who died and one minute in gratitude for those who survived. The
Cenotaph in Whitehall, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, has become the focus
of national acts of remembrance, shaped not like a triumphal arch to celebrate
victory, but an empty tomb allowing all who pass to assign their own
meaning. Then there are the memorials across every town, village, school in
the land – here in Limpsfield there are at least six separate Great War
memorials at St. Andrew’s, St. Peter’s, outside the Memorial Stores and the
Legion, in the golf club and in the infants’ school. Names from 1939-45 are
usually added to the existing memorial, not commemorated anew. On the
Western Front itself the cemeteries and memorials, the ‘silent cities’ so
lovingly tended by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, attract new
armies of visitors each year, officers and men in equality of death, the serried
lines of gravestones drawn up as if on parade.
Secondly we have come to realise through family research and other means
what the impact of the war must have been on those who survived it. Eight out
of ten of those who served did survive the war, although the casualty rate is
higher in the infantry and especially among junior officers. Many were
affected by survivor’s guilt ‘agonisingly aware of their own unworthiness,
compared with friends who had fallen’. One survivor was the poet and writer
Edmund Blunden, a boy at Christ’s Hospital. Blunden had two years at the
front from 1916-18, was only 22 when the war ended, and survived another 53
years, but his daughter recalled that ‘he could not let go of the war. The
images just used to haunt him with memories he could not obliterate’. Yet he
did not question the cause for which he had fought, continually returned to the
battlefields and remained proud of his old regiment, the Royal Sussex.
Compassion pervades the poems of Wilfred Owen. In the poem 'Apologia Pro
Poemate Meo' he speaks of his compassion and love for his men as well as
addressing those at home who could not understand what the soldiers were
enduring:
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You shall not hear their mirth:/You shall not come to think them well
content/ By any jest of mine. These men are worth/ Your tears: You are not
worth their merriment.
Thirdly the centenary has challenged the way we should remember the
war. The usual images for our generation were shaped in the 1960s trenches, carnage, pointless sacrifice, futility, ‘Oh What a Lovely War’.
That was the anti-war era of Vietnam and CND, the emergence of a
generation more ready to question, even mock the views and authority of
the older generation, an era in which even Remembrance Sunday was
criticised for glorifying war. The centenary has helped us to see the Great
War as history, understanding why it was fought in the way it was and
what its consequences were, rather than just as an experience only
expressed through literature and art. History shows that the Great War
unleashed uncontrollable forces of nationalism in Europe, in the Middle
East and even in Ireland; it ruined the world economic system leading to a
Depression of huge suffering in the 1930s; it gave birth to the evil
ideologies of communism and fascism, trapping liberal democracy and
international institutions like the League of Nations between the extreme
left and the extreme right and encouraging popular demagoguery and antisemitism (does this strike a chord today with you?).
Let us finish though with one image to illustrate the meaning of the war
and the hope it might engender. Douglas Gillespie, a young officer in the
Argylls, wrote a letter from the trenches in 1915 to his old headmaster. He
proposed as a suitable war memorial a tree-shaded via sacra to run along
the length of the trench lines from Switzerland to the sea: ‘When peace
comes, our government might combine with the French government to
make one long avenue between the lines from the Vosges to the sea…a fine
broad road in the ‘No Mans Land’ between the lines, with paths for
pilgrims. I would like to send every man, woman and child in Europe on
pilgrimage along that via sacra, so that they might think and learn about
what war means from the silent witnesses on either side’. Gillespie would
have been one such witness for he was killed on the opening day of the
battle of Loos on 25 September 1915, but that path for peace across
Belgium and France is being developed as a permanent memorial to the
sacrifices made by that remarkable generation. Let us hope that, for future
generations, it will be paths for making peace not high walls to divide us.
David Walsh Abridged version of a talk given on 9 November 2018 to
commemorate the Armistice.
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 16th May to 26th Sept 2018.
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30,
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:
20 May, 17 June, 22 July, 19 Aug

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org
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