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Editorial
Christmas is the time when families really do try to get together. Grannies fly
to New Zealand, a baby arrives from Denmark, and a granddaughter flies
back from The States – the rest of us hope we do not get stuck on the M25.
Christmas has become the family festival, complete with Christmas tree,
wrapping presents, Christmas stockings, and all the rituals of Christmas
lunch/high tea/dinner.
Christmas is rightly governed by children, and
children expect Christmas to be exactly the same as it was last year “we
always go to Granny’s because that is where Father Christmas knows we
are”. We all know that Christmas has been commercialised - £7 billion
worth of advertising this Christmas – but happily our Christmas Carol Service
seems as lovely as ever and a surprisingly large number of people still want to
go to church at Christmastime. In the middle of all this happiness we should
remember everyone who will be alone this Christmas - or at any other time.
So please read the following article! People who cannot get out of their
house, anyone who has lost a partner, someone who has built barriers against
the world because of their insecurity, anyone whose family now lives abroad.
The list goes on and you can no doubt add to it. And I have not mentioned
anyone who is a stranger in our land.
Christmas must be the worst time of year to be on your own. What can or
should we do about it? The most important feeling for anyone on their own is
to know that they still belong, that other people care what happens to them.
There used to be a club on the Chart called the Evergreens run by a
redoubtable 80 year old lady who organised afternoon get togethers for ‘old’
people. The Wednesday Group, now sadly wound up, provided an evening
programme. But there are still institutions that people can belong to. The
Golf Club hosted a lunch for five 90 year old members, the Carpenters has
longer opening hours, St Andrew’s welcomes everyone from toddler to OAP.
But perhaps the most practical example I have heard of is a neighbour who
organises a lunch out for a group of elderly friends, one of whom who always
starts with “what is the gossip then?” So if you know anyone on their own
this Christmas send them a card, ring them up, and make sure you meet up for
coffee or something even better. It may not be much but we should all try to
make sure they are not on their own over Christmas.
An Editor
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Being
LONELY
is as
HARMFUL
as diabetes!
The newspapers in October were full of this story, because of a press
release by the Royal College of General Practitioners. The chair of the
College, Helen Stokes-Lampard, is now urging GPs around the
country to devote more time to seeing lonely people. Without being
too precious, I am amazed that the elderly can be lonely in 2017, and
sincerely hope there are no lonely people in Limpsfield Chart. But
three out of four GPs apparently said they see between one and five
lonely people every day! I believe this is a problem for all ages, and
not just the elderly who end up in the doctor’s surgery.
My wife and I used to have an elderly woman living next door to us,
who was, it has to be said, a bit of a tyrant. But we became friends
with her and over the years, particularly after her husband died, I
would go round for a whisky on my way back from work perhaps
two or three times a week. My wife would often go and have coffee
with her, or invite her to ours, and sometimes do shopping for her.
From time to time we would take her into town to have her hair done,
or collect her from the salon - anything to avoid her getting a taxi,
even though she could well afford that. She often said that if she did
5

not speak to us she would not exchange a single word with anybody
all day! She became a true friend.
It is true that as a society, we have become much more mobile and
very often don’t end up living in the same areas or even the same
country as our parents. And our jobs are more pressured these days.
It is always said that eastern cultures look after their elderly relatives
more satisfactorily than we do, but I am not sure that is true. It is
more a case of development within society. But I believe that if
everyone took responsibility for their neighbours, we could banish
loneliness overnight!
There is plenty that the elderly themselves can do to combat
loneliness, but they don’t always do it. They could join a club, do
more exercise, invite people in for tea. However, I think the
responsibility lies with the not so old. We should all be doing a bit
more to make sure that, first of all our own relatives and friends, and
then neighbours we’ve never even met, are well and happy, and if
they are not, try and find a way to make them happier.
We all need to take notice of the people around us, and particularly
in the coming season, make sure that there are not people alone over
Christmas. My parents often used to add a lonely neighbour to our
huge family gatherings, and my wife and I sometimes do the same.
So here is a promise to anyone reading this. If you are feeling a bit
lonely this year - or at any other time - why not give us a ring and
pop round for a coffee or a cup of tea, or for Christmas lunch! Our
telephone number is 01883 652113 (we live in Limpsfield Chart but
we have kept our Woldingham numbers!). We are determined that
loneliness should not be something which can happen in this leafy
corner of Surrey, so here are some other numbers: Neil Mackay 01883 723231 and David Walsh - 01883 722102. And my number again, so
it’s the last number - 01883 652113.
David Wickham
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YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL ESTATE AGENT
Stuart Routledge MNAEA, Jane Bishop and Jenny Simpson
Oxted Sales - 01883 712375

Sharon Waite MARLA
Oxted Lettings Department – 01883 770500
Country offices

www.jackson-stops.co.uk
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London Offices

National Trust – Lead Ranger’s Report
As a chainsaw operator one of the most frustrating things to occur to you
when you are using a chainsaw is hitting a foreign object within the piece of
wood you are cutting, like an old bit of fencing. It normally occurs just after
you have spent ages sharpening your saw, blunting the chain. Recently this
happened to one of our Limpsfield volunteers who was working with the
group in the woodland close to the third fairway. But on this occasion the first
that they were aware of hitting a foreign object was when they had felled the
holly tree that they were clearing to discover that they’d cut a golf ball
perfectly in half. The ball must have got wedged within the tree when it was
much younger and then over the following years the tree had grown around
the ball slowly engulfing it within the tree. This is just one of many balls that
our volunteers have discovered while they have been working next to
Limpsfield golf course but this definitely wins the prize for the strangest
location! As well as the work next to the third fairway, the volunteers have
been very busy elsewhere on the common, including thinning out the
woodland next to the car park on New Road. This will now allow people to
be able to park in the car park and walk to Limpsfield School or the Golf Club
without having to walk along the side of New Road which can be dangerous
at the busy times of day. The Limpsfield Volunteers had another very
successful log sale in October raising over £400.
Our new Tuesday volunteer group has also been busy dealing with the smaller
jobs, but just as important ones. Such jobs have included installing stump
posts in a number of locations to stop people accessing the common with
vehicles and fly tipping, which sadly we have continued to see occur this year.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and happy New Year
from the National Trust.
Mark Richards 07770 887679
Every Thursday somewhere on Limpsfield Common men and women in green
(The National Trust Task Force) arrive to work to improve the landscape, the
health of trees and wild life. An enormous amount of work is carried out in a
very short space of time.
Ladies’ morning at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club is also a Thursday so when the
Task Force are working near the course there is much friendly banter between
the two groups. For several weeks they were working near the 3rd hole and
the result has been amazing. The clearing of the holly has created new vistas
and the crown lifting of the yews at the back of the green exposing the trunks
of the trees has enhanced the look of the whole area. Thank you for all that
you do to enhance our Common.
Heather Doust LCGC
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The Workers of the Branch Line
Walkers on the Chart on Thursday mornings
come across some very clear warnings
“Danger-men at work” they plainly declare
as the roar of the chainsaws fills the air
Felling with such skilful ease
now unwanted full grown trees
Then amputating their leafy limbs
and that is when the hard work begins.
Men, each one full in years
having left behind non physical careers
Inspired sometimes by a couple of porters
young enough to be their daughters
all drag the branches to their fiery end
with a vigour all must commend
may they long in glory shine
the workers of the Branch Line.
With many thanks to the Task Force poet Laureate:- David Whitmore

GREAT
SAVINGS
IN-STORE
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LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

THIS AUTUMN
YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE ● SUPER SERVICE ● COMPETITIVE PRICES ● PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE

LOCAL DELIVERY*

OXTED ELECTRICAL
6 Station Road West , Oxted. RH8 9EP
Tel:01883 715544
Email:
sales@oxtedelectrical.co.uk

Peter Wade - builder extraordinary
- with some helpers for George!

Eldridge family is King+!
*T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be
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Everything decorating
Paints • Wood Treatments
Wallpapers • Fabrics • Blinds
Ladders & Steps
Brushes & Rollers

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
PATTERN BOOKS ON FREE LOAN
AMPLE FREE PARKING

A F A M I LY B U S I N E S S W I T H
OVER 130 BRANCHES

27-33 Brighton Road REDHILL RH1 6PF
Tel 01737 764242 redhill@brewers.co.uk

STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.
Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and
Repairs, General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements

FREE ESTIMATES
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED
TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491
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Oxted Gasholder Planning Application submitted

The
What you might see, instead of the gasholder!
After very many years, the owners of the Oxted gasholder, which are National
Grid and the gas distribution company SGN, have decided to redevelop the
site.
St William property developers have submitted a planning application to build
77 flats. They are proposing 12 one bedroom flats, 51 two bedroom flats and
14 three bedroom flats with a total of 105 car parking spaces, although to be
in line with Tandridge District Council’s adopted Parking Standards
document, there would have to be 122 car parking spaces.
St William is a joint venture between National Grid and the Berkeley Group
which is redeveloping redundant gasholder sites across London and the South
East. The plan is for the development to be spread across two buildings of
three to five storeys. The flats would be a gated community accessed from the
entrance opposite Boots on Station Road East. We understand they will all be
sold at market rate with no affordable element but St William have not yet
said what the prices will be.
Oxted & Limpsfield Residents Group
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Dubai - glad I went but very glad to be home!
On January 1st 2016 the plane
landed at Dubai airport and I
collected my baggage and
made the short cab ride to the
Sheraton Creek Hotel. I had
been to Dubai several times
before but this was not the
usual three day business trip; it
was the start of probably the
final chapter in my
employment career. I was
moving full time to work
overseas, something I had
hoped to do all my working
life. For family reasons I went
alone and although Dubai is not
anyone’s idea of a frontier
posting it meant for 18 months
I would be having to make my
own way domestically and
socially.
First impressions. The weather
was glorious and would
continue to be so for the next 4
months.
20-25 degrees and
largely clear skies – every day I
went outside it was “how good
is this…..”; it seldom rained,
was seldom cloudy, seldom any
variation. But it was lack of
variety that I found
challenging. When I was back
in the UK when outside was cold and wet people asked “Bet you miss
Dubai?” Well, yes and no. I appreciated the clouds and damp weather here.
Seasons are good and to be enjoyed.
The bureaucracy took some time to get used to. To get an apartment or a
car a bank account is needed, to get a bank account a resident’s visa is
required and to get a visa one has to undertake the medical and biometric
12

tests. To move into an apartment a ‘moving permit’ is needed. Every move
is documented by the authorities. All takes time, all forms need at least one
passport photo (one gets through sheets of these) and payment of Dirhams
150. Dubai is Income Tax Free, but indirect taxation has been refined to an
art form.
The days of ex-pat contracts have long gone – certainly in my industry – so
finding a car and your own place to live is down to the individual and has to
be funded from salary. To find an apartment you really need the advice of
fellow employees or friends – the Dubai Government has been imposing
more structure on the property market and some of the people I had contact
with were unprofessional to say the least.
Having settled in to job and home life the focus moves to the social side. I
was surprised how many other ‘single’ expats you ran into. I largely
socialised with other single men – people you met through colleagues, other
friends - “you must meet so and so”- evenings were ok but it was important
to arrange catch ups at the weekend, especially in the summer.
I was fortunate to have a very good sports bar within walking distance and
when you were at a loose end there would always be someone else watching
the rugby or football who would be happy to exchange views (and beers).
Non-Muslims are allowed to drink alcohol but only in licensed restaurants,
hotels and hotel bars; drinking in public places is prohibited. There is zero
tolerance of drinking and driving (time spent in a Dubai jail would be the
result of breaking this law or being drunk in a public place). Taxis are cheap
and plentiful which was very useful, but this was offset by the price of beer at
£9 a pint and very average wines at £40 a bottle. You could purchase limited
amounts of alcohol in certain stores but only if you applied for a license which involved showing proof of salary, personal details, photo ID and of
course, payment.
One aspect of life was very apparent: Dubai is very safe and clean, no graffiti
for example. Twice I left my phone in taxis and each time the driver was
waiting where he dropped me off to hand it back. This all formed part of
your attitude to life there – it is a Muslim country, much more tolerant than
some of its neighbours, but there are parameters in which visitors had to live.
If you stayed inside those boundaries life was very acceptable. I did have a
small car accident outside the church I attended – the police were called as is
mandatory, they spoke little English and the other driver was fluent in Arabic
but remaining polite and courteous I was treated fairly even though to this
day I believe it was his fault.
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The religious situation I found particularly interesting. Religious freedom is
tolerated and churches do exist but they are mostly situated in an area
outside Dubai where Sheikh Mohammed allocated land for church buildings
to be erected. Here I found Christ Church which I attended, next door was
the Catholic Church, two buildings along a Sikh temple, around the corner
Greek orthodox, Evangelical church etc. Plus there are about forty separate
churches (Hindi, Portuguese, Spanish etc) who meet during the day in rooms
in Christ Church. On Fridays, the main religious day in the Arab world, the
mix and numbers of people around the churches was amazing.
And talking of demographics most of the people I worked or mixed with,
apart from Europeans, were Indians. They had the monopoly on
management and administration jobs. Filipinos worked in restaurants and
shops and the Bangladeshis and Pakistanis worked largely in construction
and gardening – the outside work. They lived in vast labour camps – which
we rarely saw – and you can only imagine how the conditions were. This
aspect of UAE life I found particularly difficult. It is a very hierarchical
society. If you are western, for example, you live well. The other end of the
spectrum was far removed and hardly discussed. And for whatever reason
we rarely mixed with ethnic Emiratis.
So life moved along and summer arrived. And it was hell. Close to 50
degrees and very humid. You can see why people leave for 4-8 weeks in the
summer. There is nothing to do. Go to a mall. Go to another mall. I
planned my first year badly and had only 7 days outside the UAE in the
summer. But you just do what everyone else does. Put your head down and
get on with it. And count the days to October.
Finally, the age gap. When I arrived I was by far the oldest member of my
team, most were 30-40 years old. Playing Spot the Retiree is a challenge.
Generally the rules are: No Job = No Resident’s Visa. So unless you set up
your own business you have to leave when you retire. It’s very much a
young person’s place. Not that I intended to stay after finishing work.
Dubai is clean and safe and I am glad I spent the time there. It was a
fantastic experience. But I am very happy to be back.
Paul Calver
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H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services
!
!

Alterations
Bathroom Installations
No Job too small
Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard
Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
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WHAT RESIDENTS THINK OF THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

You will remember having received the household survey questionnaire
circulated a few months ago in connection with the Limpsfield
Neighbourhood Plan. This asked for your views on a number of planning
issues. Although the formal assessment of the results is still being worked
on by consultants, the steering group appointed by the Parish Council to
prepare the plan now has a fair idea of what residents think and here is a
personal assessment of the headlines.
There were slightly over 450 questionnaires completed, representing about
25% of households in the area. Those who thought that only the over-60s
would reply were proved wrong and participants broadly represented the
spread of age groups and types of housing in the parish. Tandridge District
Council perceives a need for massive amounts of new housing over the next
20 years, arguing that this reflects local need. Limpsfield residents clearly
disagree, with 78% saying they see no need for new housing in Limpsfield.
If you pause for a moment this is hardly surprising. More houses and more
people are hardly likely to benefit the existing population which already
perceives infrastructure and services as being under pressure. On the other
hand, while Limpsfield residents might oppose new development, Londoners
wishing to move into Limpsfield might well support new housing.
While only 22% are in favour of more housing, of that minority most were
in favour of smaller houses and flats suitable for downsizing or starter
homes. There is clearly a message here. Given the results in recent local
16

elections one might have thought the green belt was sacrosanct. Curiously,
the percentage of residents who would object to any development of the green
belt is 64%, slightly less than the number who see no need for any new
houses. This may be explained by a number of residents who decided to tick
the "don't know" box at this point.
In an era when central government is keen to reduce planning controls,
Limpsfield residents are refusing to follow the trend and planning controls are
clearly popular. My expectation had been the issue upsetting most people
would be the development of their neighbour’s back garden or the size of
their neighbour’s proposed extension but I was wrong. In fact, when asked to
identify their three main areas requiring protection more residents gave
priority to worries about traffic congestion and parking with 62% supporting
the suggestion that new developments should have adequate off-street
parking. Second in the list of concerns came the avoidance of excessive
urbanisation (53%), followed by concerns about that back-garden
development, intrusive extensions and the impact of development on
neighbours (42% and 43% respectively). One sees a conflict of interests
between residents planning to stay in the area who would sensibly oppose
back-garden development and those leaving who equally sensibly wish to
maximise their profit before they go.
When it comes to protecting community assets the Glebe Field (including
Brook Meadow) topped the list with 90% supporting its designation as a
Local Green Space. We clearly love the Glebe Field, but on the other hand it
is probably underused as a community asset and it will be a challenge both to
protect the area and see it put to better use. Ideas on a postcard please.
Generally, the good news is that with the big exception of traffic and parking
problems most respondents are happy with the area as it is and see no great
need for change. One new arrival to the area commented that they came to the
area for what it is now and saw no great need for change. But another
exception to this happy state of affairs is healthcare. Residents were asked to
rank a number of areas where they saw the need for improved community
facilities and healthcare came top of the rankings. Perhaps one can conclude
that as long as we don't fall ill or need to drive into Oxted and find a parking
space we are happy with Limpsfield as it is.
Robert O’Donovan
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Thanks for your vote….
....if you did vote, to keep Trial Hunting on
National Trust properties throughout the
country. At their AGM in November, the NT
defeated a motion put up by some of its
members by a very narrow majority of 299
votes. A spokesman for the National Trust
said they were pleased to have debated the
issue and thanked those who supported the
organisation in keeping their land open to as
many people as possible. But their opponents
said a new battle for the countryside, or at
least the 247,000 hectares owned by the
National Trust, had begun! Of the charity’s
five million members only 61,000 voted. If
you were one of those, take a bow!!
DW

Sir Winston Churchill, who
often hunted with the Old
Surrey, - your local hunt!

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September
and December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every
household on the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters
Arms and the bookshop in Limpsfield. We are always on the look out
for news and articles. Please email them to the Editor, Neil Mackay, at
mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 01883 723231.
Publishing Dates 2018
Copy Date
Publishing Date
Spring
3rd March
16th March
Summer
26th May
19th June
th
Autumn
7 September
28th September
Winter
17th November
7th December
Advertising costs for 4 issues:
Page £110; Inside covers £125; Back cover £125; ½ page £60; ¼ page
£35
Enquiries to Melanie Calver - melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883
714196
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.
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To
ADVERTISE
in the
Chart News
please contact
Melanie Calver
01883 714196 or email
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
A quarter page only costs

£35
for four issues
Half and full pages
pro rata
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John Lawrance 1927-2017
John and Christine Lawrance arrived in Post Office Row in 1981. John loved
living on the Chart and always thought of himself as a Chart man. If
anything on the Chart needed doing John would volunteer. If the Christmas
tree had to be put up at St Andrew’s or a hole needed filling in Post Office
Row, or a tree had fallen over a footpath, John would be there.
John spent his whole career at Shell International, dealing with problems.
His first big responsibility was looking after the Shell tanker fleet. ‘Looking
after’ included everything from installing a complete new engine in a Greek
shipyard to ensuring that every Captain had a supply of his specified whisky.
John was then promoted to servicing all Shell’s new oil platforms in the
North Sea. After the Piper Alpha platform disaster in 1988 John was
responsible for developing and installing new pumps that would ensure that
there would never be a similar fire on a Shell platform. There was not.
John Lawrance brought the same determination to bear when he retired to his
garden, to looking after the Chart woods, and his fishing. Gardening, real
20

gardening was growing vegetables. Yes he would look after the lawn, hedges,
fencing, but he was much happier in his vegetable garden. Every winter it
would be cleared, triple dug, composted, trenched and sown. Every spring he
would complain that nothing was coming up, blaming the wind off the North
Downs ‘straight from the Greenland icecap’, and every summer John would
have a bumper harvest of runner and French beans, peas, shallots, leeks and
garlic.
We all remember the night of the Great Gale in 1987 thirty years ago – the
lines were down and the roads out of the village blocked. The next morning
John was out with his axe and saw to help clear up the mess. John was part of
the ‘village gang’ which went on working at weekends until it was eventually
amalgamated with the National Trust Task Force. John was very proud when
he became the longest serving member of the Woodland Fairies, with a badge
to prove it. John thoroughly approved of the work the Task Force do Thursday
after Thursday, but he equally enjoyed the chat round the bonfire during coffee
break and in the pub afterwards. It was a tribute to John that at his Memorial
Service at St Andrew’s there was a large block of his friends from the Task
Force in their green jerseys.

Chart Childhood

Fishing was John’s escape. He was a very good fisherman, a craftsman. He
could read the water, the eddy of a stream, a windbreak on the surface. He
would know exactly where to land his fly. John taught himself how to fish.
He read every book, tied every knot and talked and talked to every fisherman
he met – John was a very clubbable man. Twenty five years ago John took me
fishing and I can vouch that he was a most patient and kind instructor, even
when he was laying down the law “don’t do what I do, do what I told you to
do”. John fished many waters but he finished up at Black Robins in Grants
Lane. He loved the peace and quiet, two swans, two geese, a dozen ducks and
sometimes 20 sheep, but there was a clear stream running through and the trout
were a challenge. I shall always remember John standing on the bank like an
old grey heron, patient, waiting, occasionally twitching his fly “you must never
rush a fish”. He never did but he usually caught one.
All through his life John confronted problems and solved them. It did not
matter whether it was mending an old and precious fishing rod or installing a
propeller shaft into one of his tankers in Oman; John would take his time, put
his head down, and find the answer. John Lawrance, a kind, patient and very
determined man.
Neil Mackay
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Christmas Stollen
a recipe from Quince House School Cookery for you to make
40g raisin
40g dried cranberries
Extra to decorate
40g mixed peel
2 tbsp dark rum
275g strong white bread flour
1x7g sachets easy-bake yeast
25g golden caster sugar
Pinch nutmeg
Zest ½ lemon

50g butter, cut into pieces
pieces
100ml milk
1 egg, beaten, plus extra beaten egg to glaze
50g pistachios, peeled and chopped, plus
extra, sliced to decorate
150g marzipan
50g fondant icing sugar
Holly sprig to decorate

1. Mix the raisins, cranberries and mixed peel in a bowl, pour over the rum,
then leave to soak while you make the dough.
2. Tip the flour into a large bowl and stir in ½ tsp salt, the yeast, sugar,
nutmeg and lemon zest. Rub in butter in until the mix is fine crumbs.
3. Warm the milk to hand-hot, then mix into the egg. Pour the milk into the
flour mix, then stir with a round-bladed knife to make soft dough, adding
a drop more milk if dry crumbs remain in the bottom of the bowl.
4. Gather dough into a ball, knead for 3-4 mins on a lightly floured surface.
Put the dough into a lightly oiled bowl, cover with cling film and leave
until the dough has risen to double the size (about 45 mins to 1 hour).
5. Knead the dough 2 or 3 times, then roll out to a rectangle about 35cm x
20cm. Stir the chopped pistachios into the soaked fruits, then spread one
third of the fruit mix down the centre of the dough, leaving all the edges
uncovered. Fold each side into the centre to overlap slightly. Press the
edges with the rolling pin to seal, turn the dough, then repeat the rolling
out and spreading of the fruit twice more. Roll out to a final rectangle
that is 40cm x 20cm. Roll the marzipan into a sausage shape, so it is
slightly shorter than the length of the dough. Place it down the centre.
Roll the dough over the marzipan, then turn the dough over so the join is
underneath. Lift onto a buttered baking sheet, then curl the dough round
a buttered 6cm round ramekin, brushing the ends with a little beaten egg
and pinching them well together to seal.
6. Cover and leave to rise for 30 mins or until puffy and doubled in size.
Heat over to 190˚C /fan 170˚C /gas mark 5. When the dough has
doubled, brush with beaten egg and bake for about 25 mins until golden.
Cool on the baking sheet briefly, then transfer to a wire rack.
7. Make up the icing. Stir 2-3tsp water into the fondant icing sugar and,
when the stolen has cooled, drizzle the icing over. Scatter over the extra
cranberries and pistachios and decorate with holly.

Gone Fishing

Katherine Eldridge
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Your local
one stop
car repairers

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE
CENTRE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

DAYSGARAGE
Serving the community since 1957
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk

alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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David Gresham House
It is difficult to know how to start an article on a very special care home,
DGH, which is how David Gresham House in Hurst Green is affectionately
known. It is without doubt a beacon of consideration and commitment. This
is brought about through the efforts of so many, not least the staff, and the
day-by-day management of the House Manager, Pam Packham and the Head
of Care, Andy Fleet. Both Pam and Andy have worked hard since the early
1990s and continue to do so with great enthusiasm, kindness and care to
ensure that the home’s ethos of extra care is continued forever. The
involvement of the local community through the Executive and importantly
the House Committee is another factor which gives the home a very close
connection to the area. Without volunteers at all levels, DGH would not be
the caring and homely place that it is.
The history is really the story of one man, David Gresham, who became
involved with the Abbeyfield movement after his retirement in 1978, as the
'odd job' man at the home on West Hill, Oxted. He soon realised that there
was a need for more than an 'accommodation ' house for a number of elderly
people. His vision was for the creation of an Extra Care home where the ever
increasing number of elderly people might spend their last years with dignity.
This would mean a home rather than an institution where help would be
available to look after basic needs, which as we all know, tend to become a
problem for the elderly. The average age of the residents at DGH is now
90.1. Over the years there have been many centenarians, with the oldest
living to 104!
In 1981 David Gresham collected a number of committed friends to help him
to 'get the show on the road'. The Abbeyfield North Downs Extra Care
Society was born. That committee tackled the initial fund raising, the
acquisition of the site, the planning of the building and the whole business
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No. 262608

OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL
Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)

SPRING SALE
Thursday, 15TH March 2018
10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. at the Centre
CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS - RAFFLE BOOKS FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE
We are well known by many customers for our skilled work in
upholstery. We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as
being very handy with a needle and thread. Our Men-in-Sheds
club is ideal if you want to make new friends whilst participating
in a spot of woodwork.
The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.00 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.
We are delighted to have visitors and have a large selection of
handmade goods for sale – baby clothes, aprons, oven gloves,
cushions, bags, scarves to name but a few. We are always looking
for new members, young and old alike. Why not come and see
what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our
Manager on the number above and we will try to help.
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plan. This they did on a completely voluntary basis which really set the tone
for the involvement of the community to this day. The funding was a huge
challenge but with various grants, local activities and a splendid concert in a
packed Fairfield Hall, it proved successful. Equally, the Society received
support from a number of other Abbeyfields in the surrounding area. At the
outset David was supported and encouraged in the background by his wife,
Millie, who has remained a guiding light to all that followed in the last 37
odd years. It only goes to prove that behind every good husband there is a
really good wife!
Since the completion of the first building there have been three further
developments plus a number of improvements. These have included the
building of a Matron’s flat plus a bedsittng room for the Assistant Matron,
extra rooms for carers and for residents. A second stage added four flats, two
respite rooms plus an extension to the kitchen and servicing area. The plan
included two communal sitting rooms on the first and second floors for the
flat residents. This was funded with a significant donation from Caterham
highland
wildlife
Queen’s
Parkphotography
Abbeyfield after they had sold their property. The Executive
Committee, succeeded in raising the initial target of £2.7m. This project
shows how inflation had affected our lives: the first building had cost
£835,000. All the rooms are now ‘en suite’ through the clever replanning of
the space and introducing individual wet rooms, and considerable work has
been done on the gardens as well.

Which would
you rather
have?

To celebrate the success of the completion of the project, a Gala Evening
was arranged at Woldingham School where supporters, undaunted by
inclement weather conditions, enjoyed their picnics in the gym and a
splendid evening of entertainment in the wonderful new theatre there.
Richard Stilgoe, with the help of some of his friends from the Orpheus
Centre, gave a rousing first half of music, recitation and singing. The second
half included poetry and readings and a splendid item about Joyce Grenfell.
The whole evening was a great success and a fitting thank you to all those
who worked so hard on this major project.
It should be recorded that in 1995, on its 10th anniversary DGH was visited
by HRH Prince Charles in his capacity as the Royal Patron of the Abbeyfield
Society. The Queen’s Park Suite was opened in 2003 by HRH Princess
Alexandra.
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In 2006, there was a further major development in the DGH story. Abbeyfield
West Hill became unviable and the control of that house was taken on by the
DGH Executive. After much heart-searching and discussion, it was considered
impossible to convert the building to make it more marketable as a residential
home and the facility was sold. The cash injection to the Abbeyfield North
Downs Society, as it isnow called, was significant. Here again the Executive
took the view that it should be used as the seed capital for a further building
project to extend the sitting room, improve the reception area and develop a
further flat on the upper floor to make better use of the space there. This
extension has been named “The Joan Caden Wing” to record Joan’s long term
commitment to the house. More recently, the West Hill capital gave the
opportunity to replan the garden and the terrace so that those with walking
frames and in wheel chairs could access it more easily and enjoy the fresh air.
Today, the house provides entertainments and activities such as scrabble
sessions, bridge, music with Millie, flower arranging, outings and many more
for residents’ enjoyment including an annual highlight - Carol Singing with
Sir Richard Stilgoe and friends. These are co-ordinated through the House
Committee whose current Chairman, Ivy Russell, always seems to be found
around the house, even earlier this month in the garage ‘sorting’ bria-a-brac!
The House Committee manages all those kind people who give their time
happily on the coffee and tea trolley and just befriending residents. The
volunteers really augment the permanent caring staff’s efforts. Without both
teams of friendly faces, DGH would be a very different place.
With everyone’s support, it is to be hoped that DGH will continue for many
years to be a place where anyone can hope to reside in the later years of life
knowing that all involved in the management aim to make those years as easy
and happy as any resident would have wished to have been in their own home.
Stephen Shaw

FREE
THOROUGHBRED HORSE MANURE
with virtually no straw, sawdust or shavings etc
Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or trailer,
and take it home. It’s the best food available
for your plants and flowers.
0777 178 4322 .
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The Chart Has Been Bursting Into Song!
Chart Singers has had another busy year. During 2017 the choir has
practised a wide range of songs to satisfy all musical tastes, songs from
the shows, jazz, classical, pop, world music and even songs by King
Henry VIII. Normally 12-15 songs per term are practised and most of
these are then performed at various events. Celebrating its 5th birthday
earlier in 2017, the choir held a party at the Carpenters Arms and
invited along members of Travelling Folk. This group travels around
pubs in West Kent and Sussex to bring folk music to those who may
not have had the opportunity of experiencing a live folk session before.
At the end of the summer term a splendid evening party was held at a
member’s home in Froghole when 50 members and friends of the Joy
Gospel Singers from Malta joined the Chart Singers for some great
singing from both choirs. This term the choir has been practising a
Congolese folksong, Banaha, the Mamas and the Papas 1960s hit
California Dreamin, What A Wonderful World, which was a hit for
Louis Armstrong in 1967, Joni Mitchell’s Both Sides Now and
Gaudete, a medieval carol. By the time you read this, the Autumn term
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The Building Professional
Mark Elliott FCIOB

30 Years Construction Experience
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions
Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms
Call Mark f or a Fast Friendly Service
Telephone: 01883 348579

Mobile: 07966 588985

t h e b u i l d i n gp r o f e s s i o n a l @ g m a i l . c o m

Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look you’ll love
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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will have ended with a Musical Supper at Crockham Hill. On 12
December Chart Singers will be at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club singing
carols at the opening of the Club’s new entrance.
The choir was started just by two or three members of St.Andrew's
church, Limpsfield Chart as an outreach event to reach those who may
need company, support, friendship or simply wanted to sing!It now
has members from Oxted, Limpsfield Chart and Crockham Hill,
though some members come from much further afield. It is not part of
a franchise. Even if you have not sung since you were at school, do
come along. No experience is necessary and there is no need to read
music, but if you do, we provide it. The choir’s director, Graham
Dinnage arranges many songs specially for the choir, and accompanies
us expertly at the piano. Chart Singers meet on Tuesday evenings
7.30-9.30pm at Crockham Hill School Hall and the next term will start
on 16 January 2018.
Tony Pearson

Aid for Hearing Aids
Hearing After Care in the community. If you do not keep your hearing aid
maintained, you will not be able to hear as clearly. Taking care of your
hearing aid also means it will last longer and maybe save you unnecessary
trips to your audiologist. We understand that the basic maintenance tasks can
be tricky, but Hearing Champions can help you make the most of your
hearing aid.
Who are Hearing Champions? Ruth Rainbird and Wendy Harvey are now
Hearing Champions who have been trained by NHS audiology staff in the
basics of hearing aid maintenance. We will be holding a drop-in hearing
clinic in the church hall on the first Monday afternoon of the month from
2.30 to 3.30, or you can just come along for a cup of tea and a chat. Why not
come along and see what we can do for you. Or if you would like to
volunteer as part of the hospitality team, please let us know.
Wendy Harvey 723153 and Ruth Rainbird 713683
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Now we have too much rain,
now we have a drought ……
……. or may be we should stop making judgements on the strength of our
memories of the past few days. For after the summer downpours we had one
average month and then a couple of very dry months, with the result that we
all now think we are heading for a drought. The net result is that over the
past six months, the total rainfall this year is precisely 5mm more than the
average for that period!
As I have pointed out before, six months or even a year is not long enough to
draw reliable conclusions as to a trend. Whether a more detailed look at the
numbers for just one area over a much longer period would enable us to draw
any wider conclusions is, perhaps, a moot point! But I might have another
look for a future issue.
PJO

A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking
A hangover is the wrath of grapes
A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is two tired
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
December 4th 2017 – March 3rd 2018
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian worship and to serve our
locality. Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or Revd
Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday
8am Said Eucharist
10am Sung Eucharist with hymns
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in the
month the service is especially child friendly. There are always activities at the
back of the Church for the children.
Monday 6 - 6.45pm Meditation Group Wednesday 9am Morning Prayer
CHILDREN’S EPIPHANY PARTY
Wednesday 3rd January 2.30 -4.30 Children’s Epiphany party in St Andrew’s
Hall. All children up to the age of 10 are welcomed. Please come dressed as
Kings or Queens.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.15 -4.30
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and songs in
the Church. This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their parents.
29th January and 26th February
EVENTS
Coffee Morning in The Carpenters Arms Tuesday 10.30 -12 noon
5th December, 2nd January, 6th February, 6th March
SERVICES
Sunday 10th December 6.30pm Carol Service
Sunday 24th December 8am Said Eucharist, No 10am Service
4pm Christingle Service 11.15pm Midnight Mass
Monday 25th December 10am Christmas Eucharist
Wednesday 14th February 10am Ash Wednesday Service
Friday 2nd March 10am Women’s World Day of Prayer
REGISTER
October
Celebration of the life of John Lawrance
30th November Funeral of Priya Welikala in St John’s the Evangelist
Church, Caterham Valley
20th
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge
Team Rector
Vicar

Revd Wendy Harvey
Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short

01883 723153
01883 712512
01959 577289

Honorary Curate
Reader
Team Communications
Administrator
Church Wardens

Revd Ruth Rainbird
Dr Sue Compton
Caroline Campbell

01883 713683
01883 730522
comms@lltm.org.uk

Diana Davy
Michael Rainbird

01883 714282
01883 713683

Treasurer
PCC Secretary
Captain of Bells
Choir
Church Cleaning
Church Flowers
Church Garden

Melanie Calver
Brenda Pottle
Ian Day
Shanie Kirkwood
Brenda Pottle
Shanie Kirkwood
Bruce Buckingham

01883 714196
01883 715980
01959 561691
01883 722107
01883 715980
01883 722107
01732 864276

Electoral Roll Officer
Good Neighbours
Organisers
Health and Safety Officer
Organists

Brenda Pottle
Elizabeth Roberts
Ann Fletcher
Bruce Buckingham
Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire
Sacristan
Ann Fletcher
Safeguarding Officers
Clare Carr-Locke
Brenda Pottle
St Andrew’s Hall Bookings Debi Pryke
debijackson@live.co.uk

01883 715980
01883 722369
01883 713888
01732 864276
01883 717100
01883 723257
01883 715980
01959 524887
01883 713888
01883 723289
01883 715980
07768 413519

The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an
editorial board of five, numerous helpers who deliver the
copies and professional proof readers who do the most
valuable job of all, and a first rate and very helpful
printer. Many thanks to all of them.
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Priests’s Letter
I am writing this sitting by the fire roasting some chestnuts for myself and
thinking about Christmas. The wind is blowing hard outside, through the
wintry bare trees and roaring in the chimney. Sometimes this time of the
year can be hard and lonely and depressing, getting darker and darker each
day. The cold and the dark or just the unfairness of life seem to join forces
in a horrible conspiracy to pull us down. We can feel overwhelmed. But
then, if we are alert to it, sometimes at that darkest moment, something
happens. There can come a tiny spark of light which, even though it takes
you by surprise, you recognise it. It can come in the form of the mysterious
way the smoke curls in the chimney, the odd pattern on the curtains, the
sound of the furniture creaking, some tiny thing that surprises you. That
funny strange little thing reminds us of delight and playfulness, of joy and
pleasure. Then I say, thank you Lord. I know that God wants to play with
us, to tickle us, to make us laugh and be happy. And he wants that for the
whole world.
That is why, at midnight at the darkest moment of the year, he sends his
son. This tiny thing, this little helpless baby, came to bring light to the
world. How wonderful is that. He comes to us in human form to show us
how to love. His love is gentle and healing, bold and hardworking. His love
is shown in the company of friends, in his compassion and desire for
justice. His love is for the flourishing of all.
This Christmas in the church we are holding a Festival of Cribs. Come and
see all the cribs we have gathered together to remember this moment when
light and joy come into the world. Come to our Candlelit Carol Service, or
our Crib service and come dressed as angels or shepherds, or come (through
the snow?) to our Midnight Mass to celebrate that moment of joy for
yourself. Or if you just want to come and be with others, come to the coffee
morning in the pub (first Tuesdays of the month). Or come to tea in the
church hall and have your hearing aid maintained! and collect some new
batteries (first Mondays of the month). Or you might want, like some here
in the village, to be a spark of light to others by helping the homeless at
Crisis at Christmas, or in the local night shelters. Or even go abroad to help
those suffering the effects of war and oppression. It can be a dark time of
year but there are so many sparks of light around us that God sends us that
we all want to say - Happy Christmas everyone.
Wendy Harvey 723153
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Chartfords Trees Ltd
Tree Removal & Felling

Hedge Trimming

Pruning Work

Shrub Pruning
Stump Grinding

Safety Work
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Tree Planting
Logs & Woodchip

!
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My Snowball
I made myself a snowball
As perfect as can be.
I thought I’d keep it as a pet
And let it sleep with me.
I made it some pyjamas
And a pillow for its head,
Then last night it ran away
But ﬁrst it wet the bed.

R S Geal
Painting & Decorating
Interior & Exterior
38 yrs Experience
Fully Insured

A chicken crossing the road is
poultry in motion

Free Estimates
Tel; 01883 626802

You feel stuck with your debt if
you can’t budge it

Mobile: 07860 140311

A lot of money is tainted – taint
yours and taint mine
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THE BARMAN’S CHOICE
It is the time of year
when numerous
leaflets suggesting
how we should
celebrate the festive
season are pushed
through our letter
boxes and tucked into
newspapers and
magazines with
attractive offers. This
year there seems to
have been even more
emphasis
on
champagnes and
sparkling wines,
probably recognising
that many of us do
like to open a bottle or
two of fizz to
celebrate Christmas
and the New Year.
Unfortunately with
the decline in value of
our pound, champagne is becoming an expensive luxury particularly when
compared with the excellent sparkling wines which are available at more
reasonable prices. Consequently I have spent some time in our local wine
shops and supermarkets exploring those sparkling wines that are made in
much the same way as champagne (known as ‘méthode traditionelle or
champenoise’ in France). These are wines which undergo secondary
fermentation in the bottle as opposed to those where all fermentation takes
place in large tanks with the fizz being introduced. Many well known wines
such as Asti and Prosecco are made by the latter method which is less
expensive but the creaminess and yeasty flavours which we enjoy in
champagne are not as apparent as in the former.
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Our local shops are well stocked with sparkling wines from many wine
producing countries. I have selected three, all made by the methode
traditionelle. Majestic Wines will stock over the Christmas period L’Extra
par Langlois Brut Cremant de Loire which is described as the equivalent of a
blanc -de- blancs champagne “dry and elegant on the tongue” Single bottles
are priced at £13.99 but readers of Chart News can purchase at £10.99 less
10% on production of their copy. Excellent value.
Within the same range The Secret Cellar in Oxted will have a Spanish Cava,
Dominio de Requena, in stock during the next weeks. Described as a dry
fresh wine with citrus fruits it retails at £11 00. A notch up is their Cremant
de Bourgogne blanc-de-blancs, mentioned by one connoisseur as “holding a
glass of the real thing” It retails at £15 a bottle but The Secret Cellar will
give a discount of 10% on production of the Chart News. Really good value.
I suppose an article on sparkling wines should mention our own growers and
winemakers who produce such high quality and prize winning wines. It is
unfortunate that their smallish productions and making costs result in prices
which are similar to those of very good champagnes and seem expensive for
sparkling wines. I shall however, keep an eye on the price of Nyetimber Brut
Classic Cuvee, which is made in Sussex and is of excellent quality, for it is
rumoured that a very attractive offer may appear shortly and hopefully it will
be available locally.
Brian Harris
READY FOR HOLIDAYS?

GARDENERS/CLEANERS

SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition
One to one £10.00 an hour, small groups ( 3 or less ) £25.00/3h

Experienced Handy Man

Including free lunch for small groups

Small jobs, gardening, cleaning Local Limpsfield Village

Spanish Football lessons for kids too ! £7 hour

£10.00 an hour
Eduardo/Christopher

Eduardo/Christopher

07814439947

07814439947

Email address: Georgieboy12@ymail.com

Email address: georgieboy12@ymail.com
HAVE FUN LEARNING!
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Bright as a button

Continual assessment ensures that pupils stay on track and
achieve the stretching targets set for them. Our small class
sizes allow them to cotton on quickly to what is expected.
Places available for Year 3 entry in 2018
For details of school Open Mornings contact Nick Tappin on
01883 733841 or visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Oxted RH8 0QU
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Make the most of the festive walking season!
The cold crisp days of winter are a magical time to go walking, with
transformed scenery and spectacular early sunsets, it’s a great way to
escape the demands of the festive season for a few hours too. East
Surrey Walkers invite you to join them for a seasonal stroll during the
Ramblers’ free annual Festival of Winter Walks, from 23 December to 7
January. Winter is a wonderful time to get outdoors and enjoy the local
surroundings in the fresh air and the Festival of Winter Walks offers an
easy way to head out for a winter wander with friends and family. And
if you feel like you’ve over indulged on turkey and mince pies, it’s a
great way to help you kick start those New Year fitness resolutions too.
Who knows, what starts out as a one-off Christmas or New Year walk
could lead to life-long friendships and a serious walking habit.
On Thursday 28 December I will be leading a 5.5 mile morning walk
from the High Chart car park, Moorhouse Road, Limpsfield Chart, RH8
leaving at 10.00am. We will be walking south off the Greensand Ridge;
there is a hill to ascend as we return to the start point. All walks during
the Festival of Winter Walks are free to attend, you can view the full
walks programme at www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk.
Tony Pearson
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Get together and
celebrate with us this
Christmas

Book now for
festive dining at
The Carpenters Arms
Our Christmas Fayre menu is here, and you can now book your table
for a festive get-together with friends and family at The Carpenters
Arms.
Planning the office Christmas lunch? Then ask about a private
function in our newly-refurbished Garden Room. We'll be serving our
Christmas Fayre menu Monday to Saturday throughout December.
Check out the menu to get a taste of what you could be enjoying this
season, and give us a call to book your table on 01883 722209 or
request your table online.
http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.
Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE
Appointments 07766 141179

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied customers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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Limpsfield Chart looking for New Players

The Club’s 2nd X1 - always room for more

As we heard from Bill
House in our autumn
edition, the Chart
Cricket Club had a
very successful 2017
both on and off the
cricket field. Keeping
our membership levels
stable is always a
challenge and the Club
is aiming to attract
some new local
members from the
Chart and surrounding
areas in 2018.

The Club is particularly keen to hear from anybody aged 13 or over who is
interested in playing Saturday League cricket or Sunday friendly cricket.
Fielding three teams every weekend means we have a place for everybody so
whether you are young or old, a pinnacle of fitness or carrying some extra
timber, a regular cricketer or you cannot remember which end of the bat to
hold, we would love to hear from you! We will be holding a net session for
new members between 14.00 and 15.30 on Saturday 20th January 2018 at
Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Limpsfield. Once the batting and bowling is
finished with we will be going for some drinks and nibbles in the Carpenters
Arms from 15.45.
Don’t have any kit? Don’t worry we can lend you it; all you need is yourself
and some trainers. We also recommend underwear, preferably a set that can
securely hold an abdominal guard, particularly if you are a bit rusty! If you
feel more suited to a scoring, umpiring or supporter role then please feel free
to come along and join us too. To register interest please email us at
limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com, but if you forget about this article
until nearer the time please feel free to turn up on the day too. We are also
fielding an U10 and U14 team in 2018 and would welcome both boys and girls
eligible to play in those age groups.
You can contact the club on
limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com or the website
www.limpsfieldchart.play-cricket.com
Peter O’Rourke
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DOG WALKING
Reliable and friendly sports ﬁt local
lady who loves dogs: I take canine
friends for an hour to an hour and a
half brisk walks, or for energeDc
younger dogs, runs of 7 or 8 miles –
any day by mutual arrangement.
Overnight stays – with a secure
walled garden, this is a more
homely and friendly environment
than tradiDonal kennels.

Call 07880 632184 Email:
edgies6@yahoo.co.uk

'ALL TRADES' HANDYMAN
Prices per hour, half day, full day or longer
No obligation quotations
Fully insured, local references available

Please contact;
A F Bundle & Sons, Caterham, Surrey
07831-779497, 01883-349721
chris.bundle30@gmail.com
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Ingledale Natural Health Centre
Osteopathy

l

Chiropody

l

Aromatherapy

l

Physiotherapy

Reflexology

l

Homeopathy

Alexander Technique

l

l

Hydrotherapy

Acupuncture
l

Nutrition

l

Massage

Hypnotherapy

Beauty Therapy
l

l

‘Hear Here’

l

l

Counselling

Yoga & Pilates

Ingledale, 1 Tanhouse Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9PE
Telephone (01883) 717277
www.ingledale-centre.co.uk

Gardening Notes

Male

Female
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Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
kitchens ▪ bathrooms ▪ plumbing ▪ tiling ▪ joinery
▪ plastering ▪ flooring ▪ patios ▪ driveways ▪
brickwork ▪ fencing ▪ turfing ▪ paving ▪ property
maintenance ▪ renovation ▪ and much more.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk
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New Brooms
at the Pub

Vicky Jordan and Joal Tauri - hard at work

The Carpenter’s Arms, our
local pub, has new managers,
Vicky Jordan from Chester and
Maori Joal Tauri. They have
been together for three years,
when Vicky was in New
Zealand and they were
managing bars and restaurants
there. At the beginning of the
year they came to England and
worked in Chester, and then in
the summer, came to
Limpsfield Chart. Vicky says
the first few months have been
market and customer research,
but now they are ready to go.

They have already made some changes and we can expect more. For a start,
the pub does not do breakfasts any more. “There just wasn’t the market,” says
Joal. But dogs, or well behaved ones, are allowed, all over the pub and
restaurant. The Christmas menus have been sorted and there will be lots of
exciting things there. All the food is freshly cooked, and they have recently
installed a new chef. Food and service are the essential markers of as pub
nowadays.
Vicky sees her strengths as very much front of house, whilst Joal is the guru in
the background. It’s the first time in the UK for him, and he and Vicky have
been making the most of days off to investigate the local countryside. “I’ve
always wanted to come to England,” Joal says, “and now I’m going to make
the most of it.” But they both see the Carpenter’s as a long term appointment.
They are both keen to make the Carpenter’s (or to keep the Carpenter’s) at the
top of the list of pubs which the five directors own. There is a great deal of
collaboration and cooperation with the Castle in Chiddingstone, The
Wheatsheaf in Bough Beech and the Botley Hill in Woldingham. The Royal
Oak in Crockham Hill is managed separately.
David Wickham
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CONFIDENTIAL
COUNSELLING

Chiropodist

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Kim Sullivan
SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders,
low Self-Esteem, Isolation,
Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress

01883 723412

For further information
without commitment
07507 602744

Are your feet complaining?
Give them a treat,
they deserve it!

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277
Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

ARNOLD HEIJMER

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs
REPAIR & RESTORATION OF

Clocks and Barometers
Wheel and pinions made
Dials restored
All work guaranteed
Free estimates

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257
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Gardening Notes
One of my birthday presents this year was a copy of a book that my mother
has had for years. Published in the 1950s, it is called 'The Reluctant
Gardener' by Ethelind Fearon (what a marvellous name). Ethelind Fearon
was a popular novelist who wrote several books in the Home Entertainment
series, including several on cooking and baking. The spirit of the book is to
question conventional gardening practices in a quest for easier, but equally
productive methods. It targets the 'un-gardener', someone who gardens from
duty rather than enjoyment and the cover illustration is of a gentleman
smoking a pipe in a deck chair, hands behind his head, an opened book and
a garden fork beside him.
Gardening is no longer dominated by senior men in corduroy trousers with
leather elbowed jumpers and waistcoats (Monty Don excepted, a dibber in
one of those little pockets and a pruning knife in his trouser pocket– an
essential item) .....but I digress. Gardening today is anybody, including you,
green fingered or not. There are plenty who garden that are not green
fingered. The chapters cover everything from planning a plot, flower
gardening, vegetables, pests, weeds and pruning.
All information is
imparted in a chatty, no nonsense and highly humorous manner. Don't we
all loathe those step by step guides that seem way too much effort for the
finished product and just so serious......is it that important?
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In these harried times, most of us seem to be looking for the shortcut to what
we want, an abbreviated version that trims off the excess fat and gives us the
meat of the matter! Her guidance on design is an instance of 'Oh, that makes
so much sense'. Along the lines of it should be restful and relaxing, easy on
the eye. Consider the whole garden from the perspective of the house and
significant windows. Make sure your access to it is user friendly twelve
months of the year, not forgetting that some paths are labour intensive, brick
paths with lots of joints where weeds can grow, for example. Ethelind
Fearon doesn't say what her ideal paths are but infers that it's a no labour
material, once laid and rolled firm will never give a moments trouble. This
is probably scalpings from a builders merchants or a self-binding gravel.

A touch of Folklore?

Your sitting places are in places you want to sit – probably not on a north
east facing corner. Vegetables should always be planted in north/south rows
so that they all get some sun during the day. On an east west axis, the rows
are shaded by their southward neighbour. Tool sheds are often placed out of
sight at the bottom of a garden and great efforts made to hide them. Have
them closer to where the action is and make a feature of them.
I haven't the space to elaborate too much on her plant suggestions, but like
her robust attitude. ”If it wants to die, have the decency to let it die, and
then, when you are sure that life is extinct, go out and buy yourself some
other kind which will like you and your soil and live happily with you ever
after”.

PLATINUM PLUMBING
Your friendly and reliable local plumber
- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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Her recommendations for flowers stick closely to her principle of minimal
effort, maximum result (and no staking required). For this reason, she
includes Larkspurs, Clarkias, Cornflowers, Californian poppies and Clary
sage, but not her own favourite, Salpiglossis, because it needs staking. All
these plants are hardy annuals the seeds of which can be scattered in
borders and left to it in either autumn or spring– simply thin what comes up
in early summer. Many will seed themselves in successive years. I have
Nigella that I only sowed once but is established in my front garden. Her
words on bedding plants when planted to fill borders could be mine, “an
outbreak of technicolour measles on an otherwise suave and satisfactory
stretch of green”. Interestingly, she warns of accepting any offerings from
other gardens because they “always contain some noxious weed root or
noisome pestilence and will communicate it to those inoffensive things you
have reared with your own hand and to which you have become rather
attached”. On climbers she suggests we exclude any climber not capable of
hoisting itself via tendrils or suckers on to wire netting. Most “climbers”
perform really well in the horizontal. Give them a foot high framework of
netting and let them go.
“Come and see my climbing roses lying
down”......I am willing to bet that anyone who saw it would go straight
home and chop up his pergola for firewood then let all his ramblers fall
down too”. Recommended roses include Mermaid and Paul's Scarlet. By
having these plants horizontal, they smother weeds and keep their own
roots cool. It is certainly ideal for an untidy bank. And further, she says,
beware of “landscaping” a border, the “generally accepted term for
wriggling the edge of a border in and out like the track of a drunken sailor
or the trail of a snail with St Vitus’ dance”.
On pests. Having identified a pest in your garden (assuming he is not
attached to a strimmer and decimating something valued, not the rough
areas as instructed....) “introduce a pest to another pest and leave them to
fight it out”. Her example is aphids and ladybirds. Ethelind Fearon collects
them into a match box on the first hot day in March. Fortunately, I think
we are getting better at working with nature rather than against it, armed
with all manner of nasty substances.
Remember to find time to peruse the catalogues in between those earnest
preparations for Christmas. What vegetables and flowers will you grow
next year? What varieties have served you well this year?
Wishing readers a peaceful festive season and a Happy New Year.
Emily Tawse
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SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall.
6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).
Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis.
Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes.
Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports.
Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates.
Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk
Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH
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Tel. 01883 714079

Come and spend a happy and worthwhile morning at
THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No 262608
Hoskins Road, Oxted
Learn new skills or perfect old ones under expert guidance,
free of charge, in bright, friendly and informal surrpoundings.
We specialise in
Chair reseating in cane, seagrass or upholstery,
Needlecrafts, Sewing, Knitting,
Packaging, Remembrance Day Poppies, etc
Come as often as you like.
We may be able to arrange transport form you.
Do pop in - you can be sure of a friendly welcome.
Contact Dee Graham (01883 715189) for more information.

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6
8RF
Tel 01342 893351

07807699781
knowles-stainedglassworks@hotmail.co.uk

www.knowlesstainedglassworks.co.uk
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Chart Events

40 Chart Ladies again had an enjoyable annual dinner at Limpsfield Chart
Golf Club. Belinda Martin recounted amusing stories of bicycling round
Japan with her husband on a tandem bicycle.
Festival of Cribs at St Andrew’s 10/12 to 25/12. The church has several
crib sets which will be on display but if you have a set, or the family would
like to make one, Wendy Harvey would be very pleased to put it on display.
Wendy 723153.
Yoga Class in St Andrew’s Hall. Melanie Davies is running a yoga class on
Mondays at 9.30am. To contact Melanie ring 07977 187170 or see website
www.melsyoga.net.
Chart Men’s Dinner – 14th February 2018. This year’s dinner had to be
held over (our speaker backed out) but please put this new date in your diary.
Final arrangements will be confirmed by email. Contact Michael Rainbird
713683.
St Andrew’s Christmas Bazaar 11th November. This year’s Christmas
Bazaar broke all records raising £2,000. Perhaps because it was a gloomy
dull morning, the Bazaar attracted a big crowd from the Chart. Brenda
Pottle, who runs the Bazaar had encouraged a number of new stalls to
supplement the reliable favourites – cakes, jewellery, bric-a-brac, books and
the tombola and raffle. Together they broke the sales records.
After a two minute silence at 11 am led by Wendy Harvey, the Bazaar was
officially opened by BBC Surrey reporter Adrian Harms at 12 noon. Brenda
would like to thank everyone who helped with the event and the customers
who supported it. A date for 2018: the Christmas Bazaar will be on 10th
November 2018!
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Stockenden
Farm
Diary
After an exceptionally dry winter, the pregnant ewes came into the pole
barns in January. They were fed ad lib hay and an ever increasing amount
of a barley, oats and sugar beet mix that culminated in 2lbs a head per day
at the beginning of lambing in mid-March. Lambing was fairly similar to
most years, luckily no caesareans this year, with an average lambing
percentage of around 140%. Spring barley was sown in April in near
perfect conditions, but unfortunately a long dry May to July put paid to a
good yield, ending up as a very average 2 tonnes/acre. The winter crops
fared better with a healthy wheat crop and an above average field bean
yield. Hay making got off to a cracking start due to a very warm and dry
June and early July – there were low yields but some lovely hay. But, an
often wet end of July and August made the remainder of haymaking a
lottery at best, and eventually much later than was desirable. The turkey
chicks arrived in early July and have grown well in the mild conditions.
Hopefully we will have a colder snap to enable them to ‘feather up’, thus
making plucking a little easier. The rams were put in with the ewes on the
23rd October and so will lamb five months later, and so the cycle carries
on.
I have been asked by a few people what Brexit means for farming in the
future. The short answer – Who Knows! It will be interesting to see how
much the Government values the industry. Food has been very reasonably
priced for many years now and the public will expect it to remain so, but
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if subsidies are reduced or halted it will be a severe blow for many farmers.
The balance between protecting the environment and producing more food
will be very tricky. With inputs such as fertilisers and sprays increasing,
and possibly some very useful sprays being banned, the arable sector is in
for a huge challenge and unless corn prices rise there will be many farms
that will struggle. On top of this, modern technology in the next 10 years
will change the face of farming. Drones are already being used to monitor
crop conditions. Cameras on sprayers are being used to identify weeds and
then targeting the spray on to the specific weed. New tractors and combine
harvesters have auto steer and will be programmed to do most operations
without the driver having to do anything.
I think the next five years or so will be difficult but maybe Brexit can offer
an opportunity to increase the production of home grown food from the
current percentage of 60%, provided retailers and the public support British
produce.
Tony Wilkins

GuTers

Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mulley
Tel: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711 747640
55

The Chart Interview

Colin Graves
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Limpsfield Chart has often in the past provided a restful haven for those
involved in highly pressured national roles. One such is Colin Graves,
current Chairman of the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), arguably
the most powerful role in English cricket, who has lived in the area for
nearly twenty years.
Limpsfield is a long way from Colin’s roots in East Yorkshire. Raised on a
farm near Thorne, he attended Goole Grammar School and played rugby for
the town club. His early working career was in Hull with a food wholesaler,
before he opened seven new Costcutter convenience stores round York in
1986. This grew into a major chain, with well over a thousand stores under
the Costcutter banner by the time Colin sold it in 2012.
His relaxation came in club cricket, which in Yorkshire tends to be a more
serious business than in the softer south. Living in Dunnington near York,
Colin played as a batsman for the local club from 1971 until 2002, helping
to take the club from a plain grass field into a full sports complex with five
senior and six junior teams, the seniors playing in the York and District
Senior League. He does not appear to be someone who would have given
his wicket away easily. In 2001, as his playing career was coming to an end,
he was persuaded to become involved in Yorkshire County Cricket Club,
becoming its Chairman in 2012, and was instrumental in taking the county
from serious financial and governance problems into the thriving concern it
is today. Despite living on the Chart, Yorkshire still exerts a strong
emotional pull.
He joined the ECB Board in 2010, becoming Deputy Chairman in 2013 and
took over the Chairmanship in 2015, with a term of office running for five
years. Running our national game in this way is a major commitment but it
is an unpaid role. What it allows Colin to do is to shape, preserve and
enhance the game for future generations, and, for someone as steeped in
cricket as he is, that is also a labour of love. Events however have a habit of
disturbing the best laid plans, and Colin’s baptism of fire in 2015 was to
deal with the fallout from Kevin Pietersen’s sacking from the England squad
and his explosive autobiography. He dealt quietly and authoritatively with
this, and was then able to embark on the much more important task of reorganising and re-defining English cricket. This is still unfinished business
but Colin’s shrewd business sense, strong negotiating skills and clear
integrity have moved the show a long way down the road. Governance
reforms have been at the heart of his radical review of all areas of English

Jenny Baird
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A bit
of London’s East End hearabouts
cricket, giving control of the game to a board independent of the first class
counties and embracing the need for diversity of personnel.
Cricket is also on a much stronger financial footing thanks to the recent
television deal around the new city-based T20 tournament set to start in
2020. Colin is also a strong supporter of four day Test matches, with a
meaningful league structure to provide essential context, and the two best
Test sides playing off in a final for a Test championship. And at last cricket
is returning, at least for some games, to terrestrial television in 2020 which
will allow a much wider audience to view it and will hopefully bring the
young back to the game.
This is perhaps the greatest challenge that our national game faces.
Although ECB initiatives like ‘Chance to Shine’ and ‘All Stars Cricket’
have introduced many children of primary school age to cricket, the game
tends to lose those between the ages of thirteen and thirty, as it competes
for space in a much busier world and bids to be relevant to the Facebook
generation. Cricket in state secondary schools has virtually ceased to exist
and clubs have had to take up the challenge of providing competitive
cricket for those outside the independent sector. Clubs and leagues need to
look at their own structures to provide matches at weekends for these
youngsters, and in an accessible and convenient form with shorter playing
hours. In this respect Colin, who has been close to club cricket all his life,
is very encouraged by the youth programmes developed by our two local
clubs, Oxted and Limpsfield CC, which he has already visited, and
Limpsfield Chart CC which he is hoping to visit next summer.
He loves living in this area. His homes have been in Brassey Road and
Merle Common, and he now lives on the Chart. He enjoys the chance to
walk the woods and hills with his black labrador, and help his family look
after their horses and compete in eventing. The proximity of Gatwick and
the train links to London (when they operate on time) allow him to move
easily from relaxation to work, although the coming Ashes series in
Australia will keep him away for part of the winter. He is clearly a man
with huge energy and an ability to cut through to the essence of any issue, a
straight-talking no-nonsense Yorkshire exile who brings distinction to our
small southern community.
David Walsh
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LANGDALE
LANDSCAPES
Ltd
Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS
SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS
TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779
OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN
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St Andrew’s Church

Wendy Harvey

723153

Bell Ringers

Ian Day

01959 561691

BriDsh Legion

Colin Foley

722105

Carpenters Arms

Joal Tauri/Vicky Jordan 722209

Chart News

Neil Mackay

723231

David Wickham

01883 652113

Chart Singers

Alison Cooper

01732 669447

Cricket Club

Sue O’Rourke

734587

Golf Club

Keith Johnson

723405

Limpsﬁeld School

Jenny Baird

723183

Memorial Stores

Kerry Daniels

713306

NaDonal Trust Warden Mark Richards

07770 887679

St Andrew’s Fairs

Brenda Poale

715980

St Andrew’s Hall

Debi Pryke

07768 413519

The Chapel

Jonathan Avery

382492

Toddler Group

Catherine Kinnear

723659

If you have any suggesDons or correcDons for the NoDceboard
Please contact Neil Mackay on 723231 or mackay717@bDnternet.com
Our cover picture for this edition was taken by Ken Donegan,
for which many thanks. If you have any suitable photographs
for the magazine, we would be delighted to see them.
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Chart Advertising
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to
cover its costs. Please support our advertisers, and let
them know about Chart News when ever you use them or
buy their services.
We are always seeking new advertisers and our rates are
very reasonable.
Please help by encouraging new
enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

Happy Christmas from your local Community Shop
(established in 2000 by local residents)
• Post Oﬃce
• Fresh Produce
• Groceries
• Newsagent
• StaDonery
• Household supplies
Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming
a volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. Don't
forget to order your locally sourced Turkey for Christmas. Bred at
Stockenden Farm so low carbon footprint!
Monday to Friday: 7.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday: 8.00am – 12.30pm
Sunday: 8.00 am - 12.00 pm (Post Oﬃce closed)
Drop in, Call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsﬁeld stores.co.uk
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A rare letter….
Dear Editors,
This is a note to thank all those involved in producing the Chart News. Writers,
contributors, collators, publishers, distributers, et al. It is such a good little magazine
with interesting articles, notification of events and adverts for reliable trade services.
It is much appreciated by all who receive it and as a local resident I look forward to
the next one coming.
As a distributer, however, there is one thing I would like to say. Please will all those
with electric gates kindly fit letter boxes into them! I don’t know how the postmen
manage when having to cope with these tricky things on a daily basis!
Anon

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have anything
you want to write about, boast about, complain about, comment about,
or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay, on 01883 723231 or by email:
mackay717@btinternet.com or David Wickham on 01883 652113 or
dwickham@indimage.com

62

OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 16th May to 26th Sept 2018.
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm
every Wed and Sat. Also end of May and
Aug bank holidays. Guided tours of the
house at 1.30, 2.30 and 3.30pm.
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:
20 May, 17 June, 22 July, 19 Aug

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org
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