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Editorial
Probably the most important event on the Chart this quarter is the danger to
the animal houses in Ridlands Grove. The National Trust has already
destroyed one - illustrated on our cover - and is apparently thinking of
taking others down, because of the numbers of people, mostly children, who
are visiting. That would be an outrage! (See page 6). Our common and
woods should be for everyone to enjoy, and the National Trust holds them in
trust for the general public. We sincerely hope the justifiable complaints of
some of the residents of Ridlands Lane can be accommodated without
restricting access to anyone.
Then, of course, there is the exams muddle. Two students give their views
on page 24, and the row looks like continuing for some time to come.
Education problems will be a recurring feature this coming year. Before that
we had lots of differing advice and mind-changing about Corvid-19, which,
with winter coming, will also be with us again and again!
All of us can remember when the virus arrived. It was rough. The
telephone call to say that a very old friend had died suddenly from a Covid
related heart attack. Apart from taking the dog for a walk we were supposed
to stay at home. In the village everything shut down; the pub, the church,
the school, the golf club, the cricket club. The National Trust shut all their
car parks on the common, which didn’t help much. There were stories of
long queues outside Morrisons and Waitrose (remember loo rolls?).
Then something remarkable happened. Three Chart women, Emma Tinker,
Joanne Menichinelli and Hazel Graham, all of whom were having to work at
home, immediately set up the Chart Community Help Group, to help those
most in need, and we heard about their brilliant actions in the last issue.
Another woman, Gretta Schifano, has set up a Facebook group with the aim
of helping those who can’t get to the shops, doctors etc, and she writes in the
magazine in this issue (see page 10). And lots of other people on the Chart
have just mucked in to help their neighbours and others they know who have
to remain housebound. Our lovely neighbour cooked us hot cross buns and
Easter Sunday lunch. When you went for a walk everyone stopped to have a
talk – at a suitable distance. In a crisis, the village has become a friendlier
Cover: Fox Villa, one of the houses built on the Chart by Peter
Wade, which the National Trust has already pulled down.
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place, and we sincerely hope it will continue long after Covid-19 has
disappeared. Gradually things got better. Eloise and her boyfriend Andrew
at The Carpenters sold beer, takeaways and even milk from a kiosk at the
back of the pub. Customers were to be seen sitting across the common.
The Golf Club operated from a camper van in the car park and signed on 40
new members. Limpsfield School re-opened in July to finish the children’s
year. The Cricket Club had its first home match, and St Andrew’s its first
Sunday Service on 9th August. When lockdown began the roads were empty
but by August the queues were back and speeding became a problem. At
the weekend every car park was full and overflowing (including St
Andrew’s).
We are very lucky on the Chart that we can walk out of our front doors on
to the common and into the woods. So when the whole country is suffering
from the virus, it is surely reasonable that we should share our good fortune
with outsiders. Our village has hardly been touched by the virus, and
ironically the changes that the lockdown has forced on us all has made The
Chart a more helpful and friendly place.
The Editors

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and
December. 600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the
Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church and
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01883 723231 or 01883 652113.
Publishing Dates 2020/21
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Advertising costs for 4 issues:
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colour £70; ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196
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No way to the
animal houses
The National Trust is clearly in a bit of a bind. A number of residents in
Ridlands Lane have complained about the traffic from people going to
see Peter Wade’s wonderful animal houses, and are wanting them
destroyed. The rest of the Ridlands Lane residents rather welcome the
children, and probably the entire National Trust Task Force in this area
would revolt if the worst happens. Surrey County Council have put up
signs and ribboned off the entire road down from Kent Hatch Road to
where the houses stop with rather alarming temporary ribbons.
The National Trust have, helpfully or
otherwise, put up signs at the other
end of Ridlands Lane showing the
public where they can go. I suppose if
they parked where the signs are and
walked, that would achieve the object,
but it is quite a long way for small
children to walk. A solution would be
a bigger National Trust car park.
There are already signs all over the
existing park in Ridlands Lane that
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this car park is small, and if there is no room to come at another time.
At time of writing, it is unclear what will happen in the future. The
complaining residents have apparently turned down the bigger car park
and a yellow line on the road.
The recently promoted Mark Richards no longer has anything to do
with the management of the Chart; his purview is much more universal.
But believe it or not, Peter Wade has been banned from the Chart by the
National Trust, (how can that be?) and a campaign of vandalism is
being waged on the houses. It is unclear who is masterminding that
campaign but the destruction is so organised it is difficult to believe it is
merely children. Peter has also been photographed on the Chart, and is
presently trying to discover by whom. He has asked The National Trust
if they have any information and is currently waiting to hear. Covid-19
has intervened again!
It is no exaggeration to say that hundreds of people have visited the
animal houses, heavily encouraged by their children. They have come
from far beyond the Chart. That can only be good news for the National
Trust: ‘their’ land is being so heavily used, and opened to new groups of
people. All they have to do is manage the crowds!
David Wickham.
One of the animal houses
built by Peter Wade, which
attract hundreds of visitors
to Ridlands Grove.
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Keeping the Chart open to everyone!
Peter Wade, helping a
colony of Beaver Scouts to
make a bug hotel in
Ridlands Grove.
The
children are learning about
the different materials that
will attract bugs. After this
photograph was taken the
bug hotel was deliberately
destroyed.
Peter Wade had the idea for
an ‘animal house’ when the
Task Force was working in
Ridlands Grove and he noticed that the log stacks could well be an animal’s
den. So after Badger Barracks came Peter Rabbit’s Post Office, complete
with post box, followed by Owl House high up in a tall beech tree and
Hedgehog Hall, and many others. Children were delighted and Peter Rabbit
was getting 15 letters every week (all of which Peter would answer). Since
then hundreds and hundreds of children have visited Peter Rabbit’s wood –
together with their parents and grandparents. Many of them have made
their own camps. “It was marvellous” said one lady golfer “to hear children
running around having fun”. Peter Rabbit’s Wood is now on Facebook with
1,000 followers, and it was mentioned as a good place to take children in
The Daily Telegraph and on the radio on BBC Surrey.
With lockdown the National Trust shut all their car parks and, as a result,
the parking piled up in Ridlands Lane. For the people living in Ridlands
Lane their quiet wood had turned into a noisy playground and a parking
nightmare. However, recent surveys have shown that at the weekends while
all the National Trust car parks on Limpsfield Common have been full and
overflowing on to the roads, an average of only three cars have been parked
in Ridlands Lane.
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Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
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scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look ou ll lo e
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
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by
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Tel No.
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722283
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ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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The residents complained to the National Trust, the Council, the Police
and our MP, Claire Coutinho. The Council has offered to put a solid
yellow line down Ridlands Lane, the Trust has offered to open an
ancillary car park and, surprisingly, to restrict the animal houses to two.
All these offers have apparently been turned down by the residents. And
as our editorial suggests, it would be an outrage to take down the animal
houses!
Of late the dispute has taken a sad turn. Unidentified notices have been
placed on the National Trust noticeboard, and in the dens, warning of
broken glass and used needles. The dens have been carefully checked on
a number of occasions and no needles or broken glass have been found.
The notices were removed but replaced again three times. After a pause a
new notice was put in the animal houses warning children to beware of
adders. (Peter Oliver, the magazine’s naturalist writer, has never heard of
adders in the Grove).
We understand the National Trust, buffeted by a financial crisis and staff
cuts, are hoping the dispute will go away. Surely with goodwill on both
sides it should be possible to find a sensible solution? After all, this is a
time when we should all be doing everything we can to encourage
children to go out and play in the countryside. Taking away Peter Rabbit
and his Post Office would make hundreds and hundreds of children, their
parents and their grandparents, very, very disappointed. This is a letter
posted on Peter Rabbit’s Facebook page which sums up their feelings:
“Please please please keep the animal houses. The National Trust and
their team of paid and voluntary workers have created an accessible
engaging woodland adventure for everyone. This is a piece of woodland
that my disabled son who uses a wheelchair can access”.
Neil Mackay
Peter Wade is a long-serving member of the National Trust Task Force, a
carpenter, an allotment holder, and a former fireman and scoutmaster.
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People Property Places

A winning match

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today
T: 01883 712 375
E: oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W: jackson-stops.co.uk
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Limpsfield Chart Facebook group
Another help group set up by a resident in the face of Covid 19! When the
virus is long past, hopefully we are all as thoughtful!- Eds
All Limpsfield Chart residents are invited to join the Limpsfield Chart private
Facebook group. I created the group in April, after searching Facebook and
discovering that there was no existing group for the village. I often use
Facebook groups for work, and I thought that a village group would be a
useful resource during lockdown. In case you’re not familiar with the
platform, please note that Facebook groups and Facebook pages are different
things. Facebook pages are a bit like online shop windows, and are visible to
everyone on the internet. There are various Facebook pages for Limpsfield
Chart organisations. Facebook groups are the place for small group
communication, and are designed for members. The idea of the group is for
members to share useful information with and to support each other, and to
ask for help from, or offer help to, others in the village. The settings for The
Limpsfield Chart Facebook group are ‘private’. This means that the only
people who can see who’s in the group and what is posted are the members.
The group ‘admins’ are me and my husband, Sal. We live in Ridlands Lane.
So far there are 142 members, and posts have included offers of excess garden
produce, as well as appeals to look out for lost dogs and even a tortoise.
There have been discussions about daytime bonfires, the one-time post office
on Stoneleigh Road and (inevitably) the parking around Ridlands Grove car
park. There have been requests for gardeners and flooring suppliers, as well as
posts from Limpsfield Chart businesses about their services. We’ve had
appeals for donations of fabric for PPE, and for donations of pet food for a
local animal rescue centre. During lockdown our local cookery school offered
freshly baked cakes and bread, and shared some very helpful online baking
videos. We’ve had updates from the cricket club and the golf club, and one
member regularly shares her free online craft tutorials. Soon after setting up
the group, upon finding a pile of old garden toys in our shed, I knew just what
to do. I put the toys in a wheelbarrow at the end of our drive and posted in the
group, inviting people to help themselves. Everything was gone within an
hour or so. So, if you live in Limpsfield Chart, please do join the group and
get involved. If you’re already a member, please invite your friends and
neighbours who live on the Chart to join the group. And if you’re involved in
a local organisation, please do share your news in the group. The link to join
the group is:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LimpsfieldChart
Hopefully see you there.
Gretta Schifano
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PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Organeries
Loft Conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied customers available
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX

Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
ki chen
ba h m
l mbing
iling
j ine
la e ing
fl ing
a i
d i e a
b ick
k
fencing
fing
a ing
e
main enance
en a i n
and m ch m e.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk
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Lawyer in Lockdown
Who knew? Who knew that the vast majority of jobs outside the service
industry could all be undertaken from home on such a large scale? A
thought I have often had over the last few months. Certainly not everyone
in the City. As a commercial litigator working 'part time' (4 days) with
children I have spent the last 10 years working 1 or 2 days a week from
home, juggling meetings, arbitrations, Court hearings and mediations
around the home days, sharing the school run and generally having the
flexibility to attend all sports days, school plays and school church
services since reception days. There was already a belief in the advantages
and possibility of homeworking that many of us have been advocating for
years despite the underlying disapproval of those that believed that
homeworking should be discouraged. But it was a double life which
alternated with time in the office, camaraderie at the coffee machine,
prolonged client lunches and drinks in the City, indeed a life of contrasts.
Covid-19 crept up quickly and without warning. In February I was
sympathising with my colleague in our Shanghai office; awed by the fact
that she had not set foot on the pavement for weeks, was having meals
delivered by van to her apartment and a daughter being home schooled by
her teacher on a screen in her living room. Crazy and futuristic something that would never happen here. Or so I thought at the time. In
early March at the Governors' meeting there was talk of putting a learning
pack in the children’s book bags. Just in case schools closed. A wonderful
sensible British back up but surely one that would never be needed?
Monday 16 March: I had worked from home. Around 9pm we all received
the email: The London office is now closed until further notice,. Disbelief
tinged with joy, no more commutes – random thoughts like did I wash up
my coffee cup or is it still on my desk? I still don't know. That week was
the easiest. Working from home, children at school. The biggest concern
was whether we could buy toilet paper. But then schools closed on 20
March sending the millions of working (and non-working) parents into
shock and disbelief with all the makings of a sci-fi movie. How could we
be teachers as well? When are we supposed to do our work?
I am lucky. I work for a large international law firm with over 500
lawyers and specialise in shipping / marine litigation. Shipping did not
stop, current cases continued and new disputes arose, very many due to
Covid-19 and complications never seen before. Years of dealing with
14
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Learning with bounce

Our curriculum is well-balanced, free-ranging and innovative.
It embraces new learning opportunities like Robotics, Forensic
Science and Forest Skills. That’s why our children arrive at school
with a spring in their step.
Jump for joy at our next Open Morning
For dates and details, please see the school website

The alphabest of Ha-zelwood
www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk or contact Nick Tappin 01883 733841
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@HazelwoodSchoolOxted l @hazelwoodschooloxted

t @HazelwoodOxted

STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD.
Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs,
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements

FREE ESTIMATES
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED
TEL: 01732 863183
MOBILE: 07980 607491

disputes as diverse as car carrier fires, main engine breakdowns, cargo
loss, unsafe port, vessel hijacks and piracy disputes, including the large
containership MSC Napoli beached on Branscombe beach in Devon
(remember the motorbikes taken from the beach?), were replaced with
questions and disputes over whether a port was unsafe due to Covid-19,
whether contracts were frustrated by events arising from the pandemic and
whether a worldwide pandemic qualified as force majeure (akin to an act
of God). Not to mention the problems for ship owners and humanitarian
crisis which has arisen in the marine industry with numerous crew
members stranded on ships and at ports around the world without the
usual relief due to tightened regulations on crew changes and vessel
quarantine restrictions.
The above interspersed with shared home
schooling for a 10 and 12 year old meant for a busy life and some late
nights. But on the plus side I never thought I would witness my son's live
English or History secondary school lesson.
We all had to find a new way of working. Zoom meetings/quizzes to stay
in touch, videos from management, team and client zooms and, for some
with less busy lives, virtual drinks with clients.
The Courts and
Arbitrations have had to find new ways to adapt: remote hearings taking
place withNo,
Judges,
witnesses
on skype
– Whowalked
knew ? Justice
I’m barristers,
not coming
down!
I’ve been
continuesby
in this
brave
new
world.
Mountains
of
paper
in
lever arch files
every member of this damn family today!
replaced by electronic portals holding documents, scribbled notes handed
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to barristers replaced by electronic messages, witnesses live on video link
instead of travelling thousands of miles in some cases, all have jolted the
justice system into the 21st Century.
Yes there is no doubt Covid-19 will change us and the way we work for
good. Managers all over London and the UK are counting the floor space,
assessing productivity, considering open plan, desk hopping, and reviewing
staff questionnaires. I may not see my office again if we join the world in
open plan (not something I relish). There are advantages and disadvantages
– partly dependent on generation and lifestyle. The middle aged population
with children like myself may generally be fine – I have hugely enjoyed the
additional time with my family, the walks on the Chart to break up the day,
the time we have had for chats, games and lunches together during
Monday-Friday, a special time despite the uncertainty. But I feel for the
younger people, the trainee lawyers fresh from law school and eager to
make their mark, even on the photocopier. They need mentors, and a lively
environment and everyone working from home will not work for them. So
fingers crossed we go back to even a semi-normality soon, and people can
have more choice about where they want to be based – in my case I choose
the Chart!
Jo Menichinelli

Gu#ers
Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mully
Te: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711747640
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Children in Lockdown
My lockdown experience I guess has been okay. Some people have
been locked in their flat with nothing to do so I am lucky. I had
football in the garden, and I would occasionally play tennis against the
wall in my garden. At least there was stuff to do. I would wake up,
have breakfast, play football, have lunch, etc. At the start of lockdown,
a man near us said that we could use his tennis court to practice tennis
on it and have some matches. We occasionally played against our other
neighbours, but we would obviously have to work with lockdown rules.
I played at his court for a long time because I was in school holidays.
We were then told that we were allowed to mix with one of our friends
so I went down with my friend Ollie and would play basically every
day. I would deliver food that my mum had made for neighbours near
us. I would have long chats and would enjoy seeing them. At Easter
my family cooked hot cross buns and we all delivered them to our
neighbours who wanted them. Lockdown gave me a chance to see
neighbours I don’t really chat to and I know everyone down my street
much better. People appreciated the food being delivered and I hope it
helped all of them through lockdown.
Rupert Eldridge, aged 14
Lockdown has been fun and I've done lots of activities with my family.
This includes our new large paddling pool and going on runs / walks
and cycle rides with my family. Though I miss my friends I have still
kept in touch via technology. Homeschool has been fun because I
choose how and when I do things but at times I feel like I have had too
many assignments, sometimes with little explanation as to when they
needed to be handed in. Subjects like PE and Drama have been hard to
do from home (although assignments were given) which is a shame as
they are two of my favourite subjects.
Luca Menichinelli, aged 12
I like lockdown because you don't have to go to school and you have
homeschool so I can pick the order of my subjects. Also sometimes I
choose not to have a break so that I can finish earlier (before school
would have ended!) But I have missed playing games with my friends
in the playground.
Matteo Menichinelli, age 10
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What is Happening at The Grasshopper?
If you drive past The Grasshopper the obvious answer is not much.
Part of the building has been knocked down, there are great piles of
building rubble and everything is fenced off.
Chris Langton and Claire Blackwell from the Residents Association
Group managed to get an answer from ‘Kicking Horse 3’ the owners
of The Grasshopper – in simple terms they have run out of money.
They issued a statement:
“This has been a very difficult time for the sector and for the
development of The Grasshopper. We seem to have been plagued by
delays and unexpected costs since the beginning of this project. Now
the pandemic and subsequent contractors’ cost inflation, and the
opening uncertainty that this has all caused, has led to a suspension
of funding for the continued development of this property from the
current lenders. We are trying to gather support from PE/Banks to
support the recommencement of works”.
Some of us will remember going to dinner dances and dancing the
night away to the Dark Blues (yes, that is a long time ago), and later
bands. It is too good a site to be left derelict and hopefully it has a
future.
Neil Mackay
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The Siege of The Carpenters
It is safe to say that on the 20th of March at 5pm the majority of pub
landlords, managers and owners were watching the television to see if the
rumours of pubs and restaurants shutting would be true. Sure enough,
Boris Johnson announced that as of that evening, all pubs and restaurants
were to close their doors. We shut our doors at 10pm that evening, with no
clue when we would be able to open them up again or what the future of
the pub would be.
The following day we decided to set up a small stall in order to try and
shift stock and it was then that it dawned on my boyfriend, Andrew, and I
that we could do this on a more permanent basis as our licence covered
both on and off premise sales. On the 23rd of March a full lockdown was
announced. Andy and I sat ourselves down to decide what our next steps
would be. We decided there was no harm in trying. The first few days we
sat at our hatch with sleet covering our faces thinking we were mad.
Fortunately Britain’s weather was on our side and we were blessed with
great weather for several weeks. We kept our offerings simple; eggs, flour,
milk, frozen meals and drinks. Our reason being that the nearest shop for
basics is a 5-minute drive away and people might prefer to collect such
essentials whilst out for their daily exercise rather than having to drive into
town and face a half an hour queue. We were incredibly lucky, our locals
supported us on mass and word got around. Time flew and VE Day was
upon us, a day where pubs would usually join forces with their local
community to put on a street party. So instead we decided to dress up,
decorate the takeaway hatch and the pub externally and hopefully put a
smile on the faces of passers-by. It was a definite highlight of lockdown as
local houses chatted to each other over their fences and the sound of Vera
Lynn blasted through kitchen speakers everywhere.
The pub’s takeaway service was a complete family affair. My father, Tim,
was on strimming, hedge-trimming and barman duty. My brother, Freddie,
was in charge of the mowing and my mother, Cathy, helped everywhere.
My boyfriend, Andy, dedicated every day of the lockdown period to
helping me out in every way possible and I would like to take this
opportunity to show my thanks to them and to the community for
supporting us. What a great community to be a part of!
Eloise Wardlaw, Manager The Carpenters Arms
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Registered Charity No. 262608
www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk
OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL
CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE BOOKS - FANCY GOODS
TEA AND COFFEE
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of chairs,
upholstery and seagrassing. We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as
being very handy with a needle and thread. Our Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if
you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of woodwork. The
Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with
breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas. We are delighted to have visitors and
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike. Why not come
and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our Manager below
and we will try to help.

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)
With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

Your local
one stop
car repairers
UNIPART
CAR CARE
CENTRE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

DAYSGARAGE
Serving the community since 1957
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk
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Protecting the Carpenters
The Carpenters Arms has been the beating heart of Limpsfield Chart since the
1800s when it served as a coaching inn. It has stood the test of time and
continues to develop along with the needs of the locals.
However, with
Joyce’s and the Post Office long gone, The Carpenters and St Andrew’s
Church/Hall are now the only permanent public meeting places on the Chart.
We are, therefore, very happy to say that this well-loved local pub has just
been officially listed by Tandridge District Council as an Asset of Community
Value, following an application by Limpsfield Parish Council. Over the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Carpenters has more than proved its popularity and
value with both local residents and visitors alike, providing takeaways and a
familiar face to all those in desperate need of some social interaction and a
change of dinner options!
As a Parish Council, we are responsible for protecting the character and
community of Limpsfield, and have been taking steps to register important
land and buildings as Assets of Community Value to ensure they play a part in
our community for as long as possible. We have now successfully listed The
Glebe Field, The Bull Inn and The Carpenter’s Arms. Memorial Stores should
be listed any day now.Under the Localism Act 2011, Assets of Community
Value (ACV) form a part of the Community Right to Bid. This acts as the first
stage in identifying and nominating buildings or other assets, such as land, that
have a main use or purpose of furthering the social wellbeing or social interests
of the local community, and could do so into the future. Community assets can
be nominated by parish councils or by groups (not individuals) with a
connection with the community. If the nomination is accepted, local groups
will be given time to come up with a bid for the asset when it is sold. The
listing lasts for five years and the right to bid only applies when an asset’s
owner decides to dispose of it. There is no obligation for the owner to sell it,
and in England, the scheme does not give first refusal to the community group.
It is not a community right to buy the asset, just to bid on it. This means that
the local community bid may not be the successful one, but it does go some
way to preventing the quick purchase of an asset for development before the
community has a say.
We must all play a part in ensuring Limpsfield assets continue to thrive in the
community and we hope that with its new status as an Asset of Community
Value, The Carpenters will remain at the heart of the Limpsfield Chart
community for future generations.
Sophie Martin, Parish Clerk,
Limpsfield Parish Council.
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Exam Results - a Fiasco?
Two 18 year olds describe the turmoil they felt at
the mis-handling off their A level results.
I needed three A’s to secure a place at Exeter to study
geography. On results day, I had been given A*AB.
Despite being pleased, I hadn't got the grades required and
it took two stressful hours while the system continually crashed and phones
weren’t answered before learning that Exeter were still willing to offer me a
place. At this point I just felt relieved, but became angry later that day when
my school informed me that my Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs), awarded by
teachers, were in fact A*A*A*. I was shocked and could see no logic in how
three A*s had been changed to A*AB. If anyone had taken the time to look at
my previous work, they would have realised that I’d never received these
grades in any previous assessment.Many of my friends were in the same
situation, and some a lot less fortunate. Most had had their grades lowered by
at least one, often more, and one went down 6 grades over 3 subjects. As a
result, several missed out on university places they clearly deserved. When
the government finally announced they were going to be using the CAGs, I
did feel better. After months of disappointment and uncertainty, we were at
least being recognised for our true ability. Sadly, this U-turn was too late for
some of my friends – a number still missed out on their preferred universities.
I think we’re all just looking forward to being able to put this behind us and
moving on to the next stage in our lives.
Hannah Williams (student at Caterham School)
My OFQUAL calculated A-level grades were A (Maths) B (Physics) and B
(Chemistry). I was very disappointed with this as my Centre Assessed Grades
from school were A*A A and felt I was more than capable of achieving this.
The required grades from my first choice of university (Bristol) were either A
A A or A* A B, so Bristol declined. I was, however, accepted by Bath. On the
following Monday the government U-turned which meant I would be awarded
my Centre Assessed Grades. Bristol very quickly told me that I would receive
an offer but that it would be the following Monday before they could process
the new UCAS grades and that I may have to defer a year. Eleven days after
first receiving A-level grades, my application to Bristol is still progressing
through the system. Sadly, I am not the only one with this sort of experience>
Quite a few of my friends have similar and worse stories to tell. At least I had
the offer from Bath to fall back on if all else failed.
Thomas (student at Oxted School, and A levels at Trinity.
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H20 PLUMBING
General Plumbing Services
Alterations
Bathroom Installations
No Job too small
Free Quotes
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard
Tel: 01883 712523
Mobile 07876 450420
Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road,
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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Post-Brexit, post-Covid
Tandridge District Council has spent some £3million or so on a local plan
which is already out of date in many respects before it has been “made”
i.e. put in place legally. In the plan is a lot of backward looking data and
statistics regarding housing requirements which reflect a set of historic
circumstances that we have lived with for years. Looking ahead it's all
change and none of it is factored in! It will dramatically influence import
and export patterns of goods and services as well as immigration,
emigration and foreign working, particularly after Brexit.
Covid-19 has catalysed extraordinarily fast adjustments to home working,
on line shopping, commuting patterns, and changed air travel significantly.
We have all learned that we can change the way we do things
dramatically. Despite the obvious problems, the forces that Covid and
Brexit have released could have a long term beneficial effect to our quality
of life.
In London there is now a huge amount of recently unused office space in
London and a significant increase in homelessness. Sounds like one
problem can solve the other. Towns and cities are likely to become places
to live in rather than work in and quality of the environment in those will
benefit hugely from the reduction in the daily two way commuter travel in
terms of noise and pollution. They will become more pleasant, human and
less stressful places.
It seems clear that Covid 19 has accelerated change and the office block,
as we knew it earlier this year, is now a bit of a dinosaur. It will change,
reducing in value until alternative uses become viable. One of the uses will
no doubt be homes, but others, if the price is right, could include
warehousing, small manufacturing and assembly businesses, local services
and hydroponic farming. At play, home or local working are powerful
commercial forces as well as personal and communal health advantages.
The understanding and acceptance of this has had time to sink in and
overcome inherent resistance to change. The savings to the employer are
office space and a higher productivity. The advantages for many workers
are the considerable time and travel cost savings of commuting. As far as
our environment goes it’s a big win, and although it comes out as a
reduction of GNP it is in fact an improvement in efficiency and quality of
life. An aside here: Clearly GNP needs to be recognised for what it
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http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

WE’RE OPEN!
Our restaurant is fully operational, and the garden is there for
everyone to enjoy. Carpenters Arms food focusses on locallyproduced ingredients with a selection of favourite British dishes
and a modern European twist. They also make a great cup of
coffee which is available at any time of the day.
Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events!
Whether it's an intimate gathering for a handful of people or an
extra-special party for up to 140 guests in our Garden Room,
give us a call on 01883 722209 to find out what we can do for
you. Or request a table online.
Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!
We’re looking forward to it
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actually is. Bhutan uses an index called GNH (Gross National Happiness)
and is a well thought out and it really works! I have visited Bhutan to
check!
Childcare issues become more manageable with flexible home or local
working. The single employer workplace as a social platform will suffer
and likely be superseded by multi employer workplaces close to the place
that the workers live in. It will require a rebalance of property values and
would suit young and single people in particular. It could even play a
major part in the revival of the high street.
Property values! Always dangerous to try and predict. In the home
counties, which have commuter income as a major influence regarding
house prices, the balance has changed, I feel, quite significantly. Currently
there is a post lockdown reaction and city people just want some
environmental space, this is having a tendency to push up prices locally. I
expect this a short term phenomenon. However, as working from home or
locally start to influence house purchase locations I see people exercising
the possibilities of purchasing away further away from their employer base
and being influenced much more towards quality of life issues. This will
tend to push purchasers away from the costly areas of Tandridge into
lower cost areas, and could in time be a great price leveller, reducing
property prices in the commuter belt and increasing them in newly more
attractive locations.
Back to the Local Plan. Latest is that the Government Inspector has just
asked Tandridge District Council for further input re data and rational
which forms the basis of the number of homes to be built per year in
Tandridge. This data is taken from the Governments Household
projections. The draft plan used the 2016 data which indicated 332 homes/
annum. There is now the just published 2018 Data with lower figures of
222 homes/annum,. This may or may not be used in the final plan, and it is
up to the Government inspector. The cynic might say that considering the
donations the government receives from the building industry the higher
figure will be retained, time will tell. However, these figures are all
historic and backward looking and no account will be taken of the post
-Brexit and post-Covid-19 influences. So it is a near certainty that the
local Plan will not match the needs of Tandridge despite spending some
£3million of our Council Tax on it. What a cracking system!
Phil Davies, Oxted and Limpsfield Residents Group
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A Walk
Without A
Crowd
Any local resident who has
been out walking on the
Chart in recent months will
have noticed how busy some
of the paths have been. It is
great to see so many people
have got the walking bug but
are there some quieter routes
nearby? An answer is to head
south, walking down off the
Greensand Ridge but beware
of the sting in the tail - you
have to walk back up to the
Chart at the end! Here is a 2.5 mile walk that I enjoy following regularly. Walk
down Caxton Lane for 250 metres and take the track that goes round to the
right and continue past the drive on left and then Tenchleys Cottage on left. Go
through the field gate and take the bridleway on left, down towards Tenchleys
Manor. (the path goes past the spring line, so can be damp in places). After
passing the pond at Tenchleys Manor, look for a path going off to the left
which takes you over a stile and then go down the field with the hedge on your
right to another stile at Itchingwood Common Road.
Cross over the road and take the footpath opposite that takes you across a field,
then into the next field, with a hedge on your left. This takes you to Guidables
Lane, where you turn left along the road for about 250 metres until the junction
with Swaynesland. Go straight ahead through a gate into a field and continue
with hedge on right. Go through a kissing gate and head up the next field with
hedge on your left to another kissing gate at what is shown on the map as
Roundmead Shaw. Here you turn right along the top of the field to a smart
wooden kissing gate recently provided by Limpsfield Parish Council, then
through a small wood and into a field that takes you up to Trevereux Hill. Turn
left and walk steadily up the hill to Kent Hatch Road, whilst admiring the
wonderful views over to your left. The Carpenters Arms awaits you nearby!
Tony Pearson
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alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF
01293 278326
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Fair cancelled - but back next year!
You will recall that the original date planned for the annual Chart Fair was
the 27th June. Given the restrictions in relation to the COVID 19 epidemic
in place in early June, rather than cancel it outright, we re-scheduled the
Fair for September. Our sponsors stood by us, as did most of the
entertainers and many of those who had agreed to take stalls or organise
games and events. Claire Coutinho, our local MP, who had kindly agreed to
open the Fair, agreed to hold the date in in her diary.
Sadly, while the earlier lockdown restrictions have been partially lifted, the
ban on large social gatherings and the social distancing rules make a
Community event such as the Chart Fair, by its very nature, impossible.
Therefore, members of the Planning Group have reluctantly agreed to
cancel the 2020 Fair. We will be back in 2021, so please watch this space!
Diana Davy, Convenor, Chart Fair Planning Group

SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall.
6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).
Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis.
Gym with the latest machine ith Virtual Realit programmes
Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports.
Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates.
Newly Refurbished Bar & Changing Rooms.
Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk
Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH
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Tel. 01883 714079

CONTENTS
4

Editorial

6

No way to the animal houses

8

Keeping the Chart open to everyone!

12

Limpsfield Chart Facebook Group

14

Lawyer in Lockdown

19

Children in Lockdown

20

What is Happening at the Grasshopper?

21

The Siege of The Carpenters

23

Protecting The Carpenters

24

Exam results - a Fiasco?

26

Post Brexit, Post Corvid

29

A Walk Without A Crowd

31

Fair cancelled - but back next year!

32

Contents

33

Index of Advertisers

34

St Andrew’s Church Diary

34

What’s the Outlook for Bell-ringing at St Andrew’s

35

Who’s Who at St Andrew’s

36

Priest’s Letter

38

The Chart Wine Trail

42

Highway Shrubbery

47

Golf: Seize the Day!

50

Cricket: Weathering the Storm

52

Slaves in Limpsfield Chart?

53

Money for four African projects

55

Book Review” Noble Savages: The Olivier Sisters

60

Chart Interview - Professor Colin Goding
32

Index of Advertisers
Alex Jones
Antique Furniture Restoration
Brewers
Cameron Building
Carpenters Arms
Chartford Trees
Confidential Counselling
Computer Problem
Country Hire and Go
County Blinds & Awnings
Custom Interiors
Days Garage
Drain Detectives
Electrician
Envirowell
Euronics
Footworks
French and Spanish lessons
Green Bean Catering
Green Leaves Fencing
Gutters
Hazelwood School
H20 Plumbing
Hills Sparkling Pools
Horse Manure
Ingledale Natural Health Centre
Jackson-Stopes
James Millard
Kingsmead Physiotherapy
Knowles Stained Glass Ltd
Langdale Landscapes
Limpsfield Club
Memorial Stores
M&M Walker
Oxted Lawn Company
Pentland Properties
Platform Property
Platinum Plumbing
Steven Hawkins Plumbing and Heating
Ready for Holidays?
RS Geal
The Building Professional
Titsey Place
Woodhouse Centre
Yogatone
Yoga (M Davies)

33

30
43
54
13
27
59
48
3
39
2
9
22
40
47
46
40
52
43
15
43
18
16
25
45
24
15
11
60
46
30
56
31
45
43
54
13
49
56
17
43
49
9
59
22
35
43

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
19th September to 5th December 2020
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian Worship and to
serve our community. Please do contact the Reverend Paul Perkin
about baptisms, weddings, funerals and other matters.
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday 10am Sung Eucharist - with hymns when nationally
allowed
Children’s Church
Details when restarting will be in the pew sheet and a copy in the
porch
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Date to be arranged
Services
Harvest, Advent, Patronal
Details will be in the pew sheet
Information accurate at time of going to press

What’s the Outlook for Bell-ringing at St Andrew’s?
The short answer is ‘somewhat bleak!’ Curiously, while most people would
assume that the ringing of church bells comes under the jurisdiction of the
church – and they would be correct – it is also subject to the rules and
regulations of The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers and between
them they have come up with guidance which, sadly, prevents any ringing at
St. Andrew’s (apart from tolling a single bell) for the foreseeable future.
The critical requirement is that ringers should abide by a 2m distancing rule.
That is simply impossible in St Andrew’s ringing chamber, where almost all
the ropes are well below that threshold. Even with a one metre requirement
it would not be possible to ring more than three of the bells. And wearing
face masks apparently does not help. There are other requirements too and
the only one that is easy to meet is for a separate entrance to that used by
anyone going into the church. No-one other than bell ringers cares to climb
the external ladder which gives access only to the ringing chamber. So,
sadly, we just have to be patient, certainly at least for the remainder of this
year, and hope that the wider problems eventually abate.
Peter Oliver
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Revd Paul Perkin
01883 723153
Revd Vincent Short
01959 577289
Revd Ruth Rainbird
01883 713683
Dr Sue Compton
01883 730522
Diana Davy
01883 714282
Gareth Morgan
01883 712984
Treasurer
Melanie Calver
01883 714196
PCC Secretary
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Captain of Bells
Ian Day
01959 561691
Choir
Shanie Kirkwood
01883 722107
Church Cleaning
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Church flowers
Shanie Kirkwood
01883 722107
Church Garden
Bruce Buckingham
01732 864276
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Good Neighbours
Elizabeth Roberts
01883 722369
Organisers
Ann Fletcher
01883 713888
Health & Safety
John Davy
01883 714282
Organists
Melanie Calver
01883 714196
Jim Cessford
01883 717100
Mary McGregor
01883 723257
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Tony Wiltshire
01959 524887
Sacristan
Ann Fletcher
01883 713999
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke
01883 723289
Brenda Pottle
01883 715980
Team Communications Caroline Campbell
01883 712512
Administrator
comms@lltm.org.uk
Minister in charge
Vicar
Honorary Curate
Reader
Church wardens

Team

The Chart News is a
combined effort by two
editors, an editorial board of
four, proof readers and
numerous helpers who do the
most valuable job of all by
delivering
the copies to
everyone. We also have a
first rate and very helpful
printer. Many thanks to all of
them.
For advertising, please
contact Melanie Calver:
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.
Please mention Chart News
when contacting any of the
advertisers.
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Priest’s Letter
Welcome to the new Vicar, the Reverend Paul Perkin, and his
wife Christine, who have now moved into St.Andrew’s house.
Paul has just taken his first services at the church. - Ed.

Christine and I are thrilled to have been appointed to St Andrew’s and
are looking forward eagerly to getting to know the village and
congregation at Limpsfield Chart as soon as possible after our move to
St Andrew’s House next month.
I grew up at the other end of Surrey from Limpsfield Chart, but feel I
know every bend and landmark along the A25 from numerous trips to
my mother’s family in Kent! She met my father when she was in the
Women’s Royal Air Force and he a Spitfire pilot at Hawkinge. He
survived active service flying throughout all six years of the war, and I
am conscious of our move to the Chart on the 80th anniversary of the
height of the Battle of Britain, in which he learned to use a parachute.
I read theoretical physics at Oxford, and wondered about a career in
physics research, but veered away, first to become a school teacher of
both physics and R.E. through my twenties, which I thoroughly
enjoyed, coaching rowing alongside - and then to offer myself for
ordination in the Church of England. But I’ve kept a keen interest both
reading and speaking on the relationship between faith and science.
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Christine was brought up in a Devon and Dorset farming family, and can’t
wait to return to fields and hills after 36 years in inner London! She
graduated from the Royal College of Music performer’s course in violin
before we married and completed a Certificate of Theology course at St
John’s College in Nottingham. She has been fully involved with me, both
his raising in raising a family and in parish ministry. We have three grownup and married children with, so far, five grandchildren between 0 and 4
years old, and we are both so glad that all of them live within reach of our
new parish’. Christine and I have loved the variety of the places where we
have ministered together – from a Medway dockyard to Knightsbridge,
and then for over 30 years to multicultural Battersea. Vicar to a parish
largely consisting of railway lines - Chaplain to the busiest railway station
in Europe! was a throwaway quip - until it took on a stark reality on 12th
December 1988, when the Clapham Rail crash happened a few yards from
our home. The crash also precipitated Christine’s labour and the birth of
our son on the 13th, though she protests he was coming anyway!
We come to join you with years of experience of ministry in the Anglican
Communion abroad as well as in the UK, but at the same time conscious
of how much we have to listen and learn from you. Both of us love hill
and mountain hiking (as long as it doesn’t involve climbing equipment!),
gardening (we’re keen supporters of the National Trust), skiing and tennis.
We’re longing to explore the trails around the Chart, so if you spot us from
the photo, do please accost us and introduce yourselves.
We have loved our first experiences of Limpsfield Chart. Having moved in
to St Andrew’s House with time to get settled, we have explored the
footpaths, getting lost on our walks, meeting local residents, enjoying The
Carpenter’s Arms, and joining with the church congregation for our first
Sunday, on the Bank Holiday weekend.
It’s been delightful that members of the community have felt able to just
knock on the front door and introduce themselves – suitably distanced of
course! And we welcome any to do that!
Paul Perkin 01883 412454 / 07725 333221 (Christine) 07894 992144
(paul.perkin6@gmail.com
christine.perkin2@gmail.com
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The Chart Wine Trail
‘Ah, Colin’, said the silver tongued Editor on the phone. ‘I wonder if you
would write about wine for the Chart News. It’s only four times a year and
I’m sure that you would enjoy doing it’. We met later for an editorial
conference/tasting. ‘You bring some wine and I’ll do lunch’, he suggested.
‘Red or white?’ I asked. ‘Red.’ ‘Claret or Burgundy?’ ‘Burgundy.’ And
so we held our conference / tasting in the Editor’s garden one sunny day in
July.
Noting the Editor’s preference for red Burgundy I surprised him with a
screwcap, still rarely seen in Burgundy land - 2013 Felton Road
Bannockburn Pinot Noir from Central Otago in New Zealand. Naomi and
I last visited in 2011 when we were in NZ for the Rugby World Cup. It’s
not cheap but it’s very good and a bargain compared with most
38

Country Hire and Go
PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES
NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS
Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions
Female Drivers Available
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability)
●

WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

UK designed and built
Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph
Up to 40 miles on one charge
Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire
Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
E-Bike sales

Call: 07723 054863

|

1
Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
www.countryhireandgo.com

Burgundies. (The Editor found Felton Road in the top 2% of world
wines, so at least he wasn’t insulted!)
Apart from New Zealand, my wife Naomi and I have walked many wine
trails in Portugal, Spain, France and Italy over the last twenty years.
Then, we saw some very doubtful cellar practices. Now what strikes you
are the ubiquitous refrigerated stainless steel tanks to ferment and mature
the wine, their uniformity contrasting with the variety of countryside and
grapes.
I hope to use some of our wine trail experience to give you a feel for
where the wines come from and to steer you towards some great value
wines that you might not otherwise try. Many are made with unfamiliar
indigenous grapes, and they’re all wines that you can buy locally – that is
until they’ve all succumbed to Amazon!
As I write this it’s one of those really hot summer days, and I’m hoping
that it’s still warm when you read it. All wines were in stock, both retail
and on-line, when we went to press. Jane McQuitty of ‘The Times’ and
‘Decanter’ provided the basic recommendations and I’ve added a bit. We
tried them all!
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GREAT
SAVINGS
IN-STORE
TODAY

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

THIS AUTUMN
YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE

SUPER SERVICE

COMPETITIVE PRICES

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE

LOCAL DELIVERY*
*T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs
Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation

Call Dean on 01883 842 365.
www.draindetectives.co.uk
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1. 2019 Cuvée Pêcheur, 11.5% ABV at £5.45 from Waitrose. From
Gascony, with two heavy cropping ‘lesser’ grapes, Colombard and Ugni
Blanc. Machine harvesting and no oak help keep the costs down. A grape
-fruit zesty aperitif with a soft and rounded palate. (Very juicy.)
2. 2019 Terre di Madre Cataratto, 12%, £6.50, Co-op. Cataratto is one
of Sicily’s many native grapes. This organic wine is sunny, bright and
citrusy. Sicily pioneered night harvesting to bring the grapes in cool and
keep the wine fresh. (A steal! Don’t let the label put you off.)
3. 2016 Montagny VV, 13%, £10.99 mix six at Majestic. At the
southern end of Burgundy, this 4yo Montagny picks up the typical
Chardonnay buttery and nutty taste. It’s a big step up from the Vignerons
de Buxy who make lots of reliable own label wines. (More substance,
big tanks!)
Moving onto reds, I’m again looking at different grapes but also looking
ahead to some more meaty autumnal wines.
1. 2019 Cuvée Chasseur, Pays d’Hérault, 12.5%, £ 5.49, Waitrose.
Unoaked plummy red from southern grapes, carignan and grenache.
Great value from the Languedoc. (Intense nose of red fruit followed by
round and smooth taste.)
2. 2019 Co-op Irresistible Pinot Noir, Casablanca Valley, Chile, 14%,
£8.00. ‘Decanter’ says, ‘lightly spiced raspberry and blueberry aromas,
then a black cherry and red fruit palate with fresh acidity and good
persistence. Impressive quality for the price.’ (Fruity and spicy, not
Burgundy.)
3. 2018 No.1 Douro Valley Reserva, 14%, Waitrose, £11.49. As port
sales declined, the Portuguese had to turn their Aragonez, Touriga
Nacional and Touriga Franca grapes into table wines, and it took 20 years
practice to tame them. Quinta da Rosa is on the Douro at Pinhao and
their Reserva is spicy, big, deep, with coffee and floral notes. (It needs a
steak or cheese to drink well now, and it will certainly keep.)
I wonder what you like? Have you come across any real bargains locally
yourself? Do please write to the editors at Chart News and tell us your
price range for every day and special treat wines, what styles and
countries you like, and where you buy your wines. Who knows, the
Editors and I may then have to have another conference/tasting.
Colin Hall
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Highway Shrubbery
We are very privileged to live in such a beautiful place up along the Surrey
Hills, surrounded by mature woodland. The environment is kept beautiful
by the careful management for and by us all. The National Trust along
with the volunteers help to keep the woodland free of encroachment by
undergrowth, fallen trees and branches, keeping footpaths and bridleways
open for walkers of all types. The local Council Highways Department cut
the grass along most of the verges under their control; sweeping the roads
with their large machinery and undertake weed control where the large
machines cannot reach. The Cricket Club keep the Cricket Pitch grass in
great condition, and a lot of homeowners have taken responsibility for
cutting the grass verges in front of their houses. Together they all enhance
the local environment.
During the lockdown period I have seen great efforts and pride being taken
by homeowners on their front gardens, which in my opinion have never
looked better. The practice of
walking does allow you to
chat with a neighbour and
observe things that would
otherwise go unnoticed.
These could be road signs
buried in hedges, street lights
hidden in trees, grass verges
that have over grown the
footpath or roadway, tree
branches that are too low and
have to be ducked under and
hedges that encroach over the
footpath, forcing walkers into
single file, or in places into
t h e r o a d w a y. I t s e e m s
incumbent upon us all to
keep the roads and footpaths
as accessible and as safe as
possible.
Interestingly enough most
A hedge too far!
footpaths in built up areas are
2 m wide, making it just possible for walkers to pass in opposite directions
and maintain
a 1 mtoo
social
A hedge
far!distance., but where the footpath is encroached
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READY FOR HOLIDAYS?
SPANISH and FRENCH language tui;on
One to one £10.00 an hour, small groups
(3 or less ) £25.00/3h. Including free lunch
for small groups.
Spanish Football lessons for kids too ! £7
hour.
Eduardo / Christopher - 07814439947
Email address: georgieboy12@ymail.com

HAVE FUN LEARNING!
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upon by hedges, trees and grass verges this often forces walkers onto
verges or into the road.
How can we help? The most obvious action is to park cars sensibly, so as
not to force pedestrians off the footpaths and into the road when they need
to pass each other, or push a buggy/pushchair, or wheelchair along a
narrow footpath. Next is to cut all front hedges back to the edge of the
footpath, which is often the front boundary line. They should be cut back
to the boundary line at least once a year. The recommendation which is put
out by the government is that this should be done after the first of
September, when all nesting birds should have vacated the hedge. There is
another requirement where safety is paramount, such as blind corners, and
road signs. The sight lines must be maintained at all times, which means
that only that part of the hedge or tree branch that obscures the sign, or
dangerous corner of the road, needs to be cut back. This requirement is
often forgotten by farmers and landowners during the summer months. The
next action is to trim tree branches up to a height of 2.3 M (7 feet 6 inches)
over a footpath and 5.2 m (17 feet) above a roadway. This especially helps
all blind people on the footpath and public access vehicles such as
ambulances, fire engines, dust carts and busses using the roadway. Finally,
there is the cutting back of the grass on the verges to the edge of the
footpath or kerb line. This is probably the lowest priority, but left
unchecked the visible width of the footpath can halve, encouraging weeds
to prosper along the margin, especially if they are stinging nettles or
thistles.
If we all do our bit, we can not only maintain the appearance of the
environment we live in, but also make it safer and better for all of us.
Naturally, there are people who do not have the tools, skill, energy, or
knowledge to do any of the things I have suggested, and that is where good
neighbours can help. With ever decreasing budgets, the local authority
should not be expected to do any more than they are legally responsible
for. Often the authorities do have powers of enforcement, which they can
use as a last resort; I am not suggesting that is imminent. The more things
we can do in our local community the better our lives will be.
A BIG thank you should also go out to all the litter pickers who keep the
Chart looking smart. There is nothing worse than litter for making a place
look untidy.
Chris Thomas
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Golf: Seize the day!
How many times have we read or been told we should be carrying out the
equivalent of 30 minutes exercise 5-times a week? Our partners, Doctors,
Wellness advisors have consistently tried to educate us…often to no avail.
It has literally taken a pandemic, where we found ourselves ‘confined to
barracks’ for want of better words, to crave the outdoors and exercise.
When the government announced the guidelines of the daily exercise, The
Chart welcomed new walkers; when the government announced that we
could play golf again, our Club welcomed back its members and so many
more! Quickly we dispatched a ‘MotorVilla’ parked up in the car park to
ensure that we followed the ‘Stay Safe, Play Safe’ guidelines from
England Golf; Club houses had to remain closed but we soon set up our
mobile operation. Before we knew it, the community engaged, walkers
stopped to chat, cyclists stopped for a well-earned rest, happy golfers
inspired reluctant golfers to return to the course; interest had been
reignited for ‘Golf on the Chart’.
In early June the Club felt it should open its door and demonstrate so
many benefits of joining a Golf Club to those that were unaware; we held
an Open Day. For many it was an opportunity to discover the merits of
something that had existed under their noses for years. Combine that with
the strict social distancing rules that have been a frustrating reality of
lockdown, the Open Day at Limpsfield Chart was always going to be a
success. During the lockdown, our Greenkeepers, led by Rob Purll
worked tirelessly to ensure the course work was completed. The bunkers
were full, 60 tonnes of sand was spread, the fairways were ready for
action and our greens were in tip top condition and fast; something we
have become renowned for.
The Chart Club has taken on a staggering 80 new members this year as
people turn to golf as a means to get out, take exercise and enjoy a
sporting activity that is currently dormant elsewhere. But while the
opportunity is there for golf, Limpsfield has also stepped up to the plate
by making access to the course organised and safe. Tee intervals are 10
minutes, signage reminders to stay metres apart are plentiful and there are
even rake heads that fit to clubs which can be disinfected after use.
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club has been called the fastest growing club in
this area and the membership have been proactive in making that happen.
They exude a pride in their club that was demonstrated on the Open Day
47

with members volunteering to assist on every tee, and with every group.
Yellow or pink bibbed individuals were spotted in the car park and you
will still see these Marshals wandering the course today.
When you sign up to join the community that exists in the club, then
there is a feeling that you will be looked after and introduced to the sport
in a way that suits every standard and every ambition. Whether you play
off 2, 54 or are complete beginner, you are welcome! Feel free to come
and see what all the fuss is about. We are all enjoying the course, the bar,
the organised golf and all the social aspects of our Club. In the meantime
why not keep an eye on us by following us on Instagram or Facebook
‘Limpsfield Chart Golf Club’. We hope to see you soon.
Berni Rusby/Peter Masters, Limpsfield Chart Golf Club

CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING

R S Geal

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Pain;ng & Decora;ng

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and Loss,
Depression, Eating Disorders, low SelfEsteem, Isolation, Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress

Interior & Exterior
38 yrs Experience

For further information
without commitment
07507 602744

Fully Insured
Free Es;mates

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277

Tel; 01883 626802

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

Mobile; 07860 140311
48

Does your local estate
agent do all of this?

Type to enter text

We include the BEST

0.89% (+Vat)

Nothing to pay until the

professional photography

Standard fee

sale completes

Open 8am-8pm

We advertise on 35+ websites

We accompany

7 days a week

including Rightmove, Prime

EVERY viewing

Location & Zoopla

Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell

OXTED & CATERHAM

SEVENOAKS

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01883 460373

01732 617212

01892 300945

platformproperty.co.uk

enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk

49

Cricket: Weathering the Storm
It is safe to say it has not been the cricket season we were looking
forward to when we started winter nets back in February. Whilst the
political flip-flopping on cricket throughout June and early July was
frustrating it was ultimately understandable. Collectively as a Club we
decided it was important to see a lack of cricket in the context of the
bereavement and hardship many families have faced / are facing.
Sadly the Club has lost a long-time member Pete Williams to Covid-19.
By his own admission Pete was never a particularly good cricketer
mostly making up the numbers when the team were short. He was for
many years the 1st XI Scorer and always happy to help with the jobs
around the Club, the kind of person all clubs need to be successful. The
Club held a minute silence for Pete when the season finally got
underway on 10 July.
Since we got underway in July availability of our membership has been
outstanding and we have recruited a handful of new players who have
further helped to bolster our numbers.
Whilst junior cricket
competitions were cancelled we have re-started junior training getting
the kids all back playing again and we have organised a small number of
friendly matches for them.
The adults are playing in the aptly named Corona Cup following the full
league season being cancelled. At the time of writing both teams are
doing pretty well and in the mix for the play-off stages of the
competition.
Financially the Club will take a bit of a hit this year to our operating
revenue. We decided against totally battening down the hatches as we
felt it was the right thing to keep going with things like cutting the
common for all residents to enjoy and it was very important to keep the
maintenance of the pitch going regardless of whether any cricket was
played or not. Like wider society a number of our members have faced
furloughing or worse so we also made a decision to dramatically reduce
our membership fees for the year. We have still looked to move forward
with some small scale low-cost projects to keep improving the Club. We
have invested in a new rope and rope trolley to make it easier to put up
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and dismantle the cordoning around the cricket square on match days.
We have purchased a new pegged cricket net to aid our junior training
and we have now installed card payment technology within the Club
with the aim of making our operations fully cashless in 2021. We have
also just started to recruit for a third junior team that will start next
season meaning we can offer even more coaching and playing
opportunities to local children.
As ever we are always on the look-out for new members and we are
also desperately seeking a local business / benefactor who would be
open to sponsoring the Club to help us move some of our longer-term
projects forward.
If you wish to get in touch we can be contacted at
limpsfieldchartcricketclub@gmail.com or via @chartcricket
Pete O’Rourke,Chairman
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Slaves in
Limpsfield
Chart?
Given the recent publicity that ‘Black Lives Matter’, (they obviously do)
and the resentment of many about the statues of people throughout the
country who have benefitted from the slave trade, I thought it would be
interesting to check who, in this area, had made millions out of owning
slaves. After all, we the British public, have only just finished paying them
back!
Thousands of people were involved in the slave trade, which began in the
mid sixteenth century and was not abolished in Britain until 1832. The LBS
- Legacies of British Slave-Ownership - set up by University College,
London (UCL) already has 61,000 people named as owners or associates
of the slavery business. I thought we should find out which statues and
which of the famous, or infamous, buildings owed their existence to slaves
toiling in the sugar plantations of the Caribbean. I started with the best
known families of this area - the Wardes, the Sackvilles, the Bowes-Lyons,
the Wolfes, the Leveson Gowers, the Greshams, the Churchills. The nearest
to here that I could get, via the LBS data base (founded in 2009 but still
gathering new names) were only David Baillee of Hill Park, Westerham,
Alderman John Atkins of Halstead Place, Sevenoaks, and further away, the
Rev. Richard Warde of Yalding, who was the executor of an unsuccessful
claimant for slaves in St. Vincent. And without much more detailed
investigation how could I say that Messrs Baiilee, Atkins and Warde were
the antecedents of the any of the Bailees, Atkins and Wardes currently
living around here!
Clearly a lot more research needs to be done. As a nation and as a society
we need to accept the ramifications of the slave trade. As Mathew Smith,
the current director of the Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British
Slave Ownership at University College said recently: ‘The shadows of the
history of slavery follow us all.’ The brutal killing of George Floyd in
America has brought black lives to the forefront all over the world.
Covid-19 has perhaps made us realise that we are all global citizens amid
the obvious unfairness of colour prejudice and the uneven distribution of
resources among countries and global groups.
David Wickham.
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Money for four African projects
The Oxted One World Group is a local charity,
founded in 1983, which distributes relatively
small amounts of money to projects they know
something about. So the money goes directly
to those who need it most, rather than to lots of
people higher up the chain. The charity is
organised by volunteers and its small
overheads are covered by subscriptions from
its 400 members. It usually raises around
£40,000 a year for projects in the developing
world and is well supported by local churches
and schools. The charity has just approved
donations for the following four 4 projects:
1. £2000 to Joint Efforts Orphans for duck breeding in Democratic
Republic of Congo. The project will enable the purchase of 400 ducks, to
be housed initially as a breeding centre and then over two years the thirty
five members of the group will have 100 ducks each. Training will be
provided by the Mutwanga Veterinary Officers with skills in duck rearing
and animal husbandry. Ducks don’t get yellow fever and Coccidiosis and
provide meat and eggs.
2. £2116 to the Tanzanian Women’s Alliance to train young people in
computer and tailoring skills. This project will train 144 poor youngsters
in tailoring skills and 72 poor young people in computer skills. This
training will make it much easier for these young people to subsequently
find employment.
3. £2000 to Agape Hope in Uganda to train 40 women in vegetable and
fruit growing. They will also be trained in marketing and processing.
Subsequently it is intended to extend these skills to 400 women over time
with the original 40 women providing training and seeds to others. There
is a high demand for fruit and vegetables locally.
4. £1550 to Project Le Monde in Mpigi in Uganda. This project will
provide some employment locally to provide a well for a school project in
Mpigi.
Donations to the Oxted One World Group may be made online via
JustGiving.
Stuart Paterson
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Book Review: Noble
Savages: The Olivier
Sisters by Sarah Watling
When I walk along Caxton Lane
and look up towards Quince
House Cookery School, I find
myself thinking of one of the last
activities I enjoyed just before
‘lockdown’, namely a super
Hands On Pastry morning.
Quince House, formerly known
as The Champions, immediately
strikes any passer-by as an idyllic
spot for family life, perfect for
any child at play in the rural
environment we are all so
fortunate to live in.
This was once home to the Olivier family – yes, Sir Laurence was a
cousin - and the four ‘noble savages’ pictured on the cover of Sarah
Watling’s book. This thoughtful piece of writing demonstrates the
importance to these four sisters of their home on Caxton Lane. In the
opening chapter, the author observes: ‘Whichever Limpsfield
household one peers into, the wives and mothers were women to be
reckoned with, with their own work, interests and commitments…’
The four daughters of Sydney and Margaret Olivier, proud parents and
fervent Fabians, were Margery, Brynhild, Daphne and Noel. Born
between 1886 and 1892, the girls grew up with The Champions as
home and enjoyed their surroundings to the full, climbing trees at
every opportunity, playing in and around streams, building huts and
making fires. The house was a constant for them, the place they would
return to during some of the most difficult periods in their lives.
Another constant was one of their childhood playmates and friend into
adulthood, David ‘Bunny’ Garnett, son of Constance and Edward
Garnett at The Cearne.
Sir Sydney’s work for the British government took him away a great
deal, including to Jamaica, where he became governor. His wife joined
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him for much of the time, leaving their daughters in varying stages of
secondary and higher education, free to enjoy life without parental
restriction. There was a fair bit of naked bathing and sleeping under the
stars, and later a charming pact among their wider set of friends to stage
a reunion at Basel railway station on 1 May 1933.
The youngest of the four sisters, Noel, studied and worked her way to
becoming a qualified medical doctor, a particular achievement in that
era. She married a fellow doctor, neither ‘noble’ nor a ‘savage’, but a
thoroughly decent Welshman from outside her world. In her teens there
had been a prolonged infatuation between her and Rupert Brooke, again
played out largely around The Champions and Limpsfield Chart, but
later also the meadows of Grantchester where Rupert’s mother had taken
the now famous vicarage as home.
The eldest, Margery, is for me an intriguing and yet also tragic figure,
plagued by mental illness and given treatment with varying degrees of
success in a number of different institutions. She would often escape by
climbing a wall and be found wandering the streets in her dressinggown. But Watling wryly remarks that Margery once appeared able to
modify her behaviour before a particularly drastic form of new
treatment. In the end she outlived her three sisters.
The lives of Brynhild and Daphne also took difficult turns as the girls
sought to find rewarding occupations but also wondered which adoring
man to spend their lives with. Bryn had always been considered the
greatest beauty and struggled to find work that satisfied her, although she
did have some success in design. She enjoyed a marriage and children
but found it difficult to be faithful, sending the hotel bill to her husband
after she had spent two nights away with her lover, Raymond. Bryn’s
health fails and Watling describes her physical decline with touching
empathy.
Daphne had also been questing for an absorbing occupation, and while
travelling in Europe heard Rudolf Steiner speak on the subject of the
education of young children. Absolutely inspired, she dedicated her
working years to Steiner principles, opening a school in partnership with
her husband but falling into near financial ruin as a result.
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Watling often refers to the widely held belief of the day that education
was not something for women and girls, that it actually damaged their
ability to reproduce and affected their mental well-being. Thanks to
their progressive parents, these four girls had all the educational
opportunities but struggled at times with how to channel the benefits
into something that could help them live independent and fulfilling
professional lives. Noel was the exception in that respect.
They bounce between various friendships and relationships, often
needing to return home to The Champions be with this sister or that
sister, or to go away with their mother and their collective brood of
children – all gave birth apart from the oldest, Margery – and assume a
rural existence whether in Italy or Wiltshire, enjoying the outdoors and
aspects of domesticity just as they had at The Champions on Caxton
Lane.
Simply focus on the lives of these four extraordinary women and you
cannot fail to admire their courage and independence at a time of great
change but also to feel a little sad at the way things did not always go as
they would have liked. The recent pandemic must have left many other
young folk feeling like this too
If you choose to read ‘Noble Savages’ because you admire historical
and literary research, then you will find it a joy. But if you feel you
want to read the book because you just love our area and might enjoy a
bit of a daydream as you walk past Quince House, then known as The
Champions, then take a good fast run at it. (The book, not the walk). I
say this because it is stuffed with many other characters and can be a
little confusing at times, but be assured of some amusing anecdotes too!
Enjoy the walk.
Deborah Langton
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Your LOCAL Community Shop
(established in 2000 by local residents)
• Post Oﬃce
• Fresh Produce
• Groceries
• Newsagent
• Sta;onery
Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a
volunteer or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and
support us.
Monday to Friday: 7.30am – 5.30pm
Saturday: 8.00am – 12.30pm
Sunday: 8.00 am - 12.00 pm (Post Oﬃce closed)
Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsﬁeld stores.co.uk
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The Chart Interview

Professor Colin Goding
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Meeting Colin Goding for the Chart Interview was a reminder of the
area’s past importance in the wider world of medical care and research.
The setting was the garden of Caxton House, the imposing mansion at
the end of Caxton Lane built in the late nineteenth century as a
convalescent home for workers from the printing, bookbinding,
stationery and kindred trades, but now divided into flats with sweeping
south-facing views.
Colin Goding first came to the Chart in 1984 to work at Marie Curie’s
cancer research institute. He bought one of the flats in Caxton House in
1997, kept it as his home when his work moved to Oxford in 2008 and
has been directing ground-breaking cancer research from there all
through the current lockdown. Caxton House’s original role was to serve
workers in the printing trades, while the original Marie Curie building on
Trevereux Hill started life as a convalescent home for Charing Cross
Hospital, became an auxiliary military hospital in the 1914-18 war, and
then changed back after the war to a convalescent home for merchant
seamen until Marie Curie bought it in 1967. It now has a new life as a
luxury housing development.
Colin is one of the foremost researchers into cancer. Born in London,
educated in Ashford (Kent) and at Leeds University, he developed an
early scientific interest in microbiology which was shaped into a career at
the National Institute for Medical Research where his PhD focused on
viruses and particularly adenovirus replication. Two further post-doctoral
years followed in Strasbourg before he was recruited to work on gene
regulation at Marie Curie on the Chart in 1984. Marie Curie is now
known for cancer care but at this time this building was a major cancer
research hub, funded partly by the Medical Research Council, with eight
laboratories working on different elements of the disease and up to one
hundred scientists employed there. Colin, whose specialised field of
research became melanoma, arrived soon after a new director who
moved research into new areas of the molecular and cellular biology of
cancer. His twenty-four happy and productive years there ended in 2008
when he was head-hunted to become head of a melanoma research
laboratory at the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research at Oxford, a role
accompanied by his appointment as Professor of Oncology at Oxford
University and in 2015 as Director of the Oxford Stem Cell Institute.
Here, he has continued to develop his research into the biology of how
cancer progresses, particularly in melanoma.
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Through all this time Caxton House has remained his place of refuge at
weekends and a base for him to pursue leisure interests as well as his
work. He has recently become the chair of the residents’ association. The
area’s easy access to London and Gatwick facilitate his enjoyment of city
life and travelling, while he can relax there with his love of walking and
reading, his bookshelves full not only of scientific treatises but the classic
works of literature, new fiction, history and biography. He is an
accomplished linguist in Italian and French and has developed skills in
painting and life drawing. If you are drawn into conversation with him
while walking around Itchingwood Common or Trevereux Hill, do not be
worried about your lack of knowledge of the biology of cancer, but engage
him on any of those other areas of intellectual interest.
Caxton House has also been his place of work during the pandemic
lockdown. As with many others, he has found that he can direct the work
at the Ludwig Institute almost as easily there as in Oxford, from where he
has been prevented from going by university social distancing and
movement regulations. Covid-19 is not his area of scientific expertise but
he has a better understanding than most of its causes, and work on the
‘Oxford vaccine’ takes place very close to his own laboratory. He suggests
there should be no real surprise at what has happened, and governments
should have been much better prepared, particularly in building up test and
trace facilities. He is optimistic that a vaccine may be found within eight
months or so, but there still many unknowns, including how long a
protection it might give us. The chances of a second wave depend much on
our own common sense, or stupidity, in the way we behave, but there are
still so many unknowns, with Covid-19 as with cancer. Governments can
say they are ‘following the science’ but scientific advice can only be based
on what is known and, as understanding evolves, it is for politicians to
balance issues of public safety with wider economic and healthcare
considerations.
Colin has in many ways come full circle in working for so long at the
Marie Curie Institute and now continuing with his cutting-edge research a
few hundred yards along the Chart at Caxton House. His nearly forty years
of work into the biology of melanoma, and the wider behaviour of cancer
cells, will benefit many future patients but, on a sunny afternoon in the
garden of Caxton House, it was easy to forget the critical work of cancer
research and enjoy, as Colin so obviously does, the pleasures of living on
the Chart.
David Walsh
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 15th May to 25th Sept 2019.
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30,
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 18 Aug

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org

63

64

