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Editorial
Our Village
The Chart was once described as “a desirable commuter dormitory attached
to Oxted Station”. So what is the difference between a dormitory and a
village ? It is you, your neighbours, and the people who lives on the Chart?
We all know we are lucky to live on the Chart. We have the common, the
woods of the High Chart and the unbelievable view looking out over the
Weald to Ashdown Forest. We have a church, a chapel, and a very
reasonable pub. We have a very successful cricket club and a golf club
which is gearing up to changing times. But a village is more than a list; it is
families, loyalties and friendships. We all enjoy village happenings, like the
Spring Fair with the bouncy castle, beer tent and dog show ‘every dog a
winner’. We like watching the cricket, having splendid slices of cake from
the August teas, and walking through Ridlands Grove when the bluebells
are out. But none of these things would happen if people did not make
them happen. The Spring Fair needs a long team list to organise and man it.
You would not be sitting in your deck chair watching cricket if someone
had not made sure that eleven players and two umpires were present and
correct half an hour before the game starts. And those August teas with
lovely cakes, someone had to bake them.
You might say the bluebells always come up. Well, no, not if the Task Force
had not cleared the holly and birch from the area now covered by bluebells,
which have since increased by 300%. It is the contribution all these people
make that is the difference between living in a village and living in a
dormitory. We should be grateful for all that they have done and continue
to do. Perhaps the best way of thanking them is to venture beyond our front
doors and see if we can help?
Just for instance, on a Sunday in mid-December, St Andrew’s has a Carol
Service.
The choir needs more singers, so if you have a nodding
acquaintance with music please ring Shanie Kirkwood 722107. You might
even enjoy it.
An Editor
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How to make a Show Garden
One of the finest gardens on show at this year’s Open
Gardens, run by the Oxted One World Group, was Kathy
Thomas’s at Yew Tree Cottage. She is obviously a very
hard working lady, but we persuaded her to put down
for us what her garden means to her, and how she gets
her garden to look the way it does. Read and marvel!
One of the pleasures I get from our garden is spending time in it over the
summer months with friends and family so to have hundreds of people visit it
in one afternoon, all of whom had an interest in gardens, was a real treat. The
two plants I was asked about most were Euphorbia x pasteurii and Cornus
alternifolia ‘Argentea’. The first is an enormous, beautiful shrub, about 1.5m
wide and high, tolerant of very dry conditions with fresh green lanceolate
leaves and yellow flowers yielding to orangey fruits. The Cornus is a small,
slow growing, layered ornamental tree which, when we planted it in the
middle of the lawn about ten years ago, was only 30cms tall. It is now about
1.7m tall and has green leaves with creamy white edges, very pretty.
There are 5 different areas to our garden: the paddock which we encourage as
a wildflower meadow; the front garden which has a parterre structure,
formerly of Box but, because of Box Blight, now Ilex crenata, with three
fastigiate Yew trees (in honour of Yew Tree Cottage) and infilled with
snowdrops, alliums and tulips in the Spring, replaced for the Summer with
Alchemilla mollis, yellow oregano, mauve nemesia and, this year, a mix of
5

Cosmos ‘Lemonade’ and Antirrhinum ‘Royal Bride’; the vegetable garden
which includes the chicken run for my four Australorp hens; the formal
flower garden; and, lastly, the prairie garden. Every year I like to have a new
project in the garden. This year it was getting ready for the Open Gardens
and last year it was the installation of a second greenhouse. As yet I have no
plans for next year although a couple of long term wishes I have are to dig a
wildlife pond in the paddock and to plant a laburnum walkway somewhere!
I am extremely lucky to have an amazingly hard-working and enthusiastic
Toadstools
gardener,
Justin.abound
As the autumn approaches we will start to get the garden
ready for winter. We have already trimmed back hard the lavender hedge in
the front garden. Dead heading of all the annuals in the borders and
numerous pots is a continual job in order to prolong the flowering season. We
cut the meadow by the end of August and then a few days later, when the
seeds should have fallen out, we collect up all the grass clippings. I also take
as many cuttings as possible by mid-September with the aim of using the
rooted cuttings to replace the larger tender plants so that there is more room
in the greenhouse but I usually end up with both as it always feels wrong to
just throw plants away! By the end of October, earlier if we have a cold snap,
we lift all the succulents and tender plants which fill two borders by the
summerhouse and over-winter them in the greenhouse. We also lift salvias
and argyranthemums which are dotted through the borders and, after the first
frost, we lift all the dahlias. We ensure that the latter are all labelled and then
wash them and allow them to air dry before storing them away. I have two
sets of window boxes. In September I plant up the winter troughs with a
mixture of bulbs and small ornamental plants so I can replace the summer
ones when the time comes. The other pots are also emptied, saving any
healthy pelargoniums for next year, and a few are planted up with bulbs for
the spring. To protect them from squirrels and mice I stick pieces of holly in
the pots which works very well. Once the borders are clear of all the summer
plants we squeeze in more bulbs (mainly tulips) and divide and move any
plants that we noted during the summer are in the wrong position or are too
large for their current position.
The garden is constantly changing and one of the joys of gardening for me is
the opportunity to be creative which such changes generate. Happy
gardening!
Kathy Thomas
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You should have seen it before…
And talking of gardens, we sent our
gardening expert, Emily Tawse, to have a
look at the garden at St. Andrew’s House,
and she clearly has plans for the future.
There's an old joke about gardening that happens to mention a vicar and his
garden.....… a vicar had just moved to a new parish and taken on a
neglected garden. He worked hard at it, weeding and pruning, taking out
overgrown plants, adding new plants and had made considerable progress a
year later when the Bishop paid him a visit. The Bishop surveyed his work
and was clearly impressed. What a marvellous result can be achieved with
God's guidance, he pronounced. The vicar responded: You should have
seen it when only God was in charge!

The great flying adventure!
It is amazing how quickly gardens lose the managed look that we all strive
to achieve in varying degrees. A week or two of wild and wet weather just
as we had this summer in July, and it looks like God's hand opted for the
bad hair/dragged through a hedge backwards look....That's certainly how
things seemed in my own garden! And it was a bit similar when I was
invited to visit the garden of St Andrew's House this summer. The newish
vicar, Wendy Harvey, showed me round, and she has clearly been busy in
her garden, but there are plenty of things to do there.
We entered the garden via a utility room door that faces toward the church,
turning right past a large bed of hydrangeas and camellias and into a shaded
dell where the luminous heads of paniculate hydrangeas lit up an area
surrounded by tall Beech trees. These are underplanted with foxgloves and
bluebells in spring. A wooden pergola strung with small tea lights leads us
towards the garden, flanked by shrubs, azaleas and summer flowering
shrubs.
As we reach the end of the pergola covered in a rambling rose that might be
Dorothy Perkins, but might not because she'd be mildewed by now(!), a
hedge of Lavender continues to our right marking the edge of a generous
patio which has a two seater wicker seat and a large weathered table on it.
There are several large planters with shrubs and summer colour in them.
Reflected in the glass sliding doors in the centre of that long wall, I see then
a reflection of the marvellous view south towards Forest Row, and as I look
at that view, my eyes move stage left to a small weeping Silver Birch and a
8

flat sheet of something next to it at chest height that is surrounded by gently
screening grasses and tall perennials – I recognise the glaucous foliage of
Thalictrum with its dainty lilac mauve flowers that seem to float on the breeze,
borne on delicate stems. I almost don't notice the wooden panelling, and then
realise I am looking at a protective cover gently moving on a hot tub.

Well! I didn't expect that in a church garden, but how lovely to luxuriate in
there and look out at that view.......horses grazing in the field next to it.....the
nodding bluey purple heads of Verbena mingling with the exotic flowers of
Monbretia next to the fence....the church bells ringing, a close by reminder of
duties awaiting......and this week's sermon to consider.
A neighbouring property is screened by Hydrangeas and rhododendrons. What
a great spot this is for these two plants, coping as they do with the dappled
shade and the open situation/potentially cold winters.
When
the
Rhododendrons have finished flowering, the Hydrangeas extend the seasonal
colour well into the autumn and their flower heads must be useful for church
decoration.
Next I take in the majestic Silver Birch on the west side of the garden that is
more mature than the one next to the hot tub. The deep plum coloured foliage
of the large Smoke bush close by contrasts beautifully with the white bark of
9

the tree. The setting sun illuminates the veins of this plant making them
stand out like something iridescent and the flowers appear as little clouds of
smoke in the air. Here there is a secret woodland walk through a carpet of
periwinkle winding between dark and mysterious shrubs, making me think
of Tolkien and expecting any moment to encounter Treebeard and perhaps a
hobbit. Actually a mixture of evergreen and deciduous shrubs that provides
a secluded area without casting too much shade over the main garden.
We emerge into sunshine by a smaller clearing and another paved area with
what I think must be the cosy area, with Philadelphus and star jasmine to
scent the evening air, while the main patio is for sharing, this side is for
private enjoyment, albeit near the side gate that leads to the front driveway.
It is also where fruit bushes are growing along with a small area of raised
beds with some vegetables.
Forgive if you will the digression into the fanciful which probably bears no
resemblance at all to what Wendy would like in the Church garden. We did
both mourn the lack of good access into the garden from the south side of
the house. The presence of statuesque trees on both sides of the garden,
creating more shade than is entirely desirable is something that, if a free
hand was an option, would be top of my list for attention.
Much as I love plants that grow in the shade (I wonder if there are more
plants for shade than there are for full sun?), I do appreciate that most of us
do want light in the garden. It is arguably one of the hardest things to get
right in a garden – the proportion of light and shade. What trees where?
Could a large shrub do the job of a tree? I think that it can. One has only to
look at how large Philadelphus can get and certain Viburnums. What is
more, they are not so difficult to reduce when they do get too big, compared
with trees. The view west contains trees that have done just that. A Silver
Birch, a conifer and a Bay tree dominate this side of the garden and leave
only a spell in the middle of the day when it is sunny.
“The garden that is finished is dead”. So said H. E. Bates. The church
garden is, as all our gardens are, evolving. So with the kind permission of
Wendy and her indulgence of my extravagances.....watch this space for
future development.
Emily Tawse
gardeneye@outlook.com
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From Limpsfield Chart to Val d’Isère
By the time you read this, the snow will have started creeping down from the
mountain peaks towards the village of Val d’Isère in the French Alps, currently
in its sleepy, autumnal state. Hoteliers and restauranteurs prepare for the
coming ski season, which will see numbers swell from around 1,600 permanent
residents to close to 30,000 visitors. It is at this time that I pack my bags and
head back to the peaceful haven of Limpsfield Chart, to catch up with friends
and family before the onslaught of the winter. While I swap cheese fondues for
The Carpenters Arms’ fish and chips, my trusty hound exchanges marmots for
squirrels and we both feel surprisingly energetic, until the effects of a 1500m
drop in altitude wear off a couple of weeks after our arrival.
As autumn passes, we all hope that the snow will start to fall thick and fast in
Val d’Isère. After a 12 hour drive, however, it’s always a challenge to clear half
a metre of snow from the drive to get the car in the garage, so I don’t mind if
the snow holds off a little. On the last Friday of November the cranes are
dismantled and all external building works must be halted. The next day the
ski lifts start humming and at Chalet Geneviève my new winter helper and I get
up to speed with the winter routine and a smattering of guests. Once we are up
and running, it’s a 7am start to prepare breakfast, which we serve from 8am,
while my helper mixes a cake for afternoon tea. The morning passes in a flash
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as we clean the ten bed chalet. If there has been overnight snow, we shall
be tied up for an extra hour or two, excavating the hot tub and clearing the
terrace and driveway. This can be a gruelling ordeal but these days the
winter snowfall rarely exceeds five metres, whereas 20 years ago when I
started running Chalet Geneviève, it was nearer 20 metres. Later, if time
and paperwork permit, I shall get changed and nip 100 yards down the road
to put on my skis. Whether sunshine or heavy snowfall, you always return
home feeling refreshed and invigorated. At 5pm we set to work to produce
an apéritif, canapés and a four-course dinner, while the guests relax in front
of the fire or in the hot tub. With any luck we’ll be ready to serve up at
7.30pm and definitely ready for bed by 11pm.
Once Christmas, New Year and the Russian New Year are out the way, the
pressure eases a little before half-term coincides with the French school
holidays in February. The French staggered holiday system spreads the
load but even the French dread the Parisian influx during their two week
slot. I have to say that some of my most delightful guests are Parisians (as
were some of the least delightful).
It is always a real pleasure when guests return to Chalet Geneviève for
another holiday but when French guests do so I feel a sense of triumph that
we have overcome their prejudices against British cuisine. Perhaps it is just
that the convenience of skiing back to the door and the views from the
chalet make it worth enduring a week of British cooking. At least my
French visitors haven’t yet reached the same point as last year’s charming
guests from all corners of China. On arrival they inquired whether I might
from time to time be able to cook noodles, their customary breakfast fare.
Slightly taken aback, I assured them I would do my best. By day three the
British/continental breakfast (and even the home-made muesli) had
evidently palled, so they produced their packets of instant noodles and
tinned spam, which I was to slice and fry.
In March the ski lift opening hours are extended and the après-ski tipple
changes from a warming glass of vin chaud to a cool glass of rosé. Val
d’Isère’s lifts stay open until the first days of May and after the final hurdle
of the busy Easter holidays, the end of season ambience is an almost festive
mixture of happy relief and regret that another winter has come to an end.
After the “fermeture”, hoteliers dash off to their havens in the south of
France and, leaving the snow to melt, I head Chartwards once again, hoping
to catch the tail end of the bluebells.
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In July and August Val d’Isère is very much a family holiday destination
offering numerous activities. Cyclists come to conquer the Col de l’Iséran at
2,760m and the walking possibilities are endless amid an abundance of wildlife
and alpine flowers of every colour. Chalet Geneviève will have a handful of
summer visitors but it is also a time for carrying out repairs and renovations.
As September rolls around so does the search for a new winter helper and a
dusting of snow reappears on the mountain peaks.
Please don’t hesitate to visit www.skisavoiefayre.com or, even better, come and
see for yourselves.
Jenny Payne
Jenny Payne has been letting out Chalet
Genevive at Val d’Isère for 20 years now
- and it clearly suits her.

My philosophy on snow skiing is
that there are less expensive ways
to fall down a mountain. Yet every
couple of years, I go on a ski trip
for the same reason that women
will have multiple children - they
simply forget how much it hurts.
W. Bruce Cameron (Author)
Snow skiing is like cooking: If you
don't fall at least 10 times, then
you're not skiing hard enough.
Guy Fieri (Restauranteur and TV
personality)
Skiing combines outdoor fun with
knocking down trees with your
face.
Dave Berry (Journalist)
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The National Trust - and your vote
If you are a member of the National Trust, you will have received a note in
the last few weeks about their Annual General Meeting, to be held on 21
October. In it are two resolutions which you might want to vote on. One is
about the A303 road past Stonehenge, and the other about a cessation of trail
hunting on all NT land. Hunting is a subject which divides half the population
absolutely, and leaves the other half completely unconcerned.
Many readers will know that I hunt (I am a pariah in my family!) so you may
think that what I say will be biased. What I am aiming to do is to give the
facts, and let you make up your own minds. First of all, the National Trust
does not want to change their rules, but it is bound by its legislation to accept
a rightly formed resolution by 50 of its members.
Since hunting became illegal ten years ago, the National Trust has allowed
trail hunting over its land. One of its core purposes, it says, is to promote and
provide access to the widest spectrum of users. As it happens, much of the
land given to the National Trust was given with the intention of allowing
hunting, but since it became illegal, the NT is obliged to obey the law. The
Trust says that it monitors the activities that it has licensed to ensure that it
remains compatible with its conservation and access purposes. They have
changed some of their access rules over the years: they now won’t allow fox
based scents and now they will not allow terrier men (who used to dig out
foxes which had gone to ground).The
resolution
forextraordinary
the cessation of trail
Peter Wade
- builder
hunting argues that trail hunting- with
is simply
some ahelpers
cover for
forGeorge!
old fashioned ‘real’
hunting, and that we, the hunters, are damaging fauna and flora. The Trust

Eldridge family is King+!
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says there is no evidence that trail hunts are any more or less damaging to
conservation than the many other outdoor pursuits which they license. T h e
Trust further argues that they have, over the last five years, taken action
against trail hunts on six occasions. In the same period, they issued 79 licences
to 67 hunts and therefore it is “hard to agree that singling this legal activity out
for blanket prohibition represents a proportionate response.”
I would not argue that I like trail hunting, but it is the law now, and probably
will be for ever. I fear we lost the chance of a vote in parliament (with a huge
majority in favour) when Teresa May lost her majority in the House of
Commons. But to deny us access to NT land now would seem to be churlish.
If your are members, I hope you will vote, and naturally I hope you will vote
against the resolution. And if you are not going to the AGM, it is very easy simply fill in the voting form and send it off (no stamp required). But do make
sure it arrives by 13 October.
David Wickham

Chart News
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September
and December. 550 copies are distributed free of charge to every
household on the Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters
Arms and the bookshop in Limpsfield. We are always on the look out
for news and articles. Please email them to the Editor, Neil Mackay, at
mackay717@btinternet.com or ring 01883 723231.
Publishing Dates 2017/18
Copy Date
Autumn
4th September
Winter
20th November
Spring
3rd March
Summer
27th May

Publishing Date
25th September
4th December
16th March
24th June

Advertising costs for 4 issues:
Page £110; Inside covers £125; Back cover £125; ½ page £60; ¼ page
£35
Enquiries to Melanie Calver - melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883
714196
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.
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A Walking Potpourri
With over 80 group walks every 3 months, East Surrey Walkers'
programme has walks designed for most abilities. There are now 2
Ambles in Limpsfield each quarter, one from the National Trust car park
opposite Limpsfield Chart Golf Club, the other from near The Carpenters
Arms. This one is a 3 mile route around the High Chart at a gentle pace
with coffee afterwards at the pub, next date is Tuesday 10 October,
10.00am start.
If you are looking for something a little brisker, then there is a 1 hour
Fast Fitness Workout Walk, again from near The Carpenters Arms, on 31
October starting at 10.00am. This follows a 3.5 mile route on the High
Chart and is aimed at those who want an aerobic workout. Other walks
in the programme include Wednesday and Thursday morning walks of 5
– 6 miles, a weekend full day walk of 10 – 12 miles as well as another
weekend morning walk. You can view the full programme of walks for
October – December on the Group's website at http://
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk/walks-programme/esw-programme-static.
This group of The Ramblers is not just about organising led walks,
members are active in maintaining the local rights of way network. Due
to budget cuts of Surrey County Council, you may have noticed that
many paths have become overgrown this past summer; previously the
Council had used contractors for vegetation cuts but this work has been
severely curtailed. So Ramblers volunteers have been clearing
overgrown vegetation in Lingfield, Outwood, Nutfield, Godstone and
Tandridge. Should you come across a local path that needs attention,
please contact me at tony2.pearson@btinternet.com.
Tony Pearson
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A Season to Savour
As the Limpsfield Chart cricketers, with wives and partners, met up for
their annual dinner in September they had good reason to celebrate a
successful and enjoyable season. Putting out two sides in the Kent County
Village League every Saturday, fulfilling 14 Sunday friendly fixtures and
running Colts teams at U13 and U9 age groups all adds up to a vibrant
schedule.
The Saturday 1st XI plays in Division 3 of the league (there are 7 divisions
and 70 teams in the league) and for much of this season they led the
division. With one or two results going against them, they missed out on
promotion by one point! The 2nd XI also had an excellent season and went
one better. Recovering from trouble on several occasions, they won 10 out
of 16 matches and were promoted from Division 5 to Division 4. The
Sunday friendly fixtures enable those who might not wish for the
competitive element of league cricket to have a game. It is an opportunity
for players of mixed ability to enjoy playing together. The club, with
essential support from parents, is proud of its youth development activities
which this year saw U13 and U9 age groups representing The Chart in local
leagues. The U13s were 5th out of 15 in their league whilst the U9s, in their
first year of competition, finished 3rd – all very encouraging. It is also
rewarding to see the youngsters of previous years coming through into
senior cricket.
A highlight of this season was the 20/20 Festival day on The Chart in early
July. Teams from LCCC, Titsey Estate and “Chubs” (the Church and Pub
team) took part in a round-robin day of cricket, with “Chubs” the eventual
winners. A deal of skill was demonstrated by some of the “occasional”
players! Blessed by fine weather (the previous year’s event had been
washed out without a ball bowled!), it was a wonderful occasion and great
to see so many people making a day of it and watching cricket on The
Chart. We’ll repeat that next year, so keep an eye open for the date! With so
many village clubs struggling, we are determined to survive and thrive
because we know that our club adds a lot to community life in Limpsfield
Chart. If you’d like to come and join us (perhaps you’ve just moved here or
need a nudge to find your kit?) we’d love to hear from you. You could
contact Nigel Bland, our Chairman, by e-mail at nbland@deloitte.co.uk or
07802 415304.
Bill House
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National Trust – Lead Ranger’s Report
Where has the summer gone? It only seems like last week that I was
writing my last article, talking about the amazing display of bluebells and
now here we are with the nights drawing in and considering lighting the
fire.
We have been busy, though, on the Common this summer. The volunteers
have continued to do excellent work, with the last few months seeing them
focusing on opening up the woodland next to the third fairway on the golf
course. It’s amazing where they find golf balls. In one of the holly trees
that were cut down, a ball was found right in the middle of it. The tree, as
it had grown, had engulfed the ball.
As well as our weekly Thursday volunteers, a new group has started up on
Tuesday. Being smaller in number this group has been focusing on more
property maintenance jobs like installing new stump posts to stop vehicles
being able to access the common and fly tip. They have also installed new
steps on the steep part of the footpath that runs from Wolfs Hill to Pollards
Wood Hill making it much safer to use in wetter conditions.

Gone Fishing

As part of our aim to preserve the small areas of remaining heathland on
Limpsfield Common we have been working hard this summer to reduce
the amount of bracken that has been engulfing these areas. Previous years
we have just cut the bracken, but the problem with this is that the cut
bracken material creates a thick layer of mulch over time which stops
heather from thriving. So this year we rolled the bracken during the
summer which leads to the bracken plant having to use extra energy stored
in the plant to regrow. This means next year the plant will have less energy
to put in to new spring growth. As well as the rolling we will be cutting all
the heathland areas in the autumn; the difference though with this cutting is
that we will be collecting the cut material so stopping the creation of the
deep litter layer. Hopefully over time this method will reduce the amount
of bracken and we will see a thriving return of heather and acid grasses
back to these areas.
Mark Richards
07770 887 679
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Your local
one stop
car repairers

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE
CENTRE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

DAYSGARAGE
Serving the community since 1957
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058

www.daysgarage.co.uk

alex jones

funeral directors & monumental masons
Renowned Caring Service
Offering Day & Night Attention
Home Visits Available
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Masonry

OXTED 01883 730383
92 Station Road East | Oxted
Surrey | RH8 0QA

LINGFIELD 01342 832534
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield
Surrey | RH7 6EP

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047

FOREST ROW 01342 822399
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row
East Sussex | RH18 5EZ

29-31 High Street | Edenbridge
Kent | TN8 5AD

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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The Local Plan
In its new Local Plan, Tandridge proposes to build 9,400 homes including a
Garden Village of at least 4,000 homes at either South Godstone, Blindley
Heath, land between Lingfield and Edenbridge (part of which is in Limpsfield
Parish) or Redhill Aerodrome. It also proposes building on Green Belt land
around all the main settlements, which include Limpsfield and Oxted, to
enable it to meet the yearly figure of 470 that would be required immediately if
the Plan was adopted. If you have any views on this then you should let the
Council know by 9th October.
There has been an exceptionally high rate of housing development in the
District because a number of redundant public sector sites such as former
hospitals and industrial sites were built on in quick succession. While
Tandridge was building, other areas such as Croydon, Mid-Sussex and
Guildford were under-delivering so Tandridge soaked up the unmet housing
need leading to a high rate of inward migration into the District. The figure of
470 is a standard population projection from a computer model which projects
what has happened in the past into the future. The model assumes that the past
very high levels of inward migration will continue into the future. The
consequence is that around 90% of the population increase is comprised of
inward migration from other districts outside of Tandridge rather than to meet
local housing need. Past experience of high inward migration has shown that
it has not made housing affordable for local people because those moving into
the area with higher salaries push up house prices. The Council is relying on
jobs outside Tandridge District so residents will commute out to work, putting
heavy strain on transport systems. Other infrastructure such as health and
education services which are already under pressure from the large amount of
building that has taken place, will not be able to cope with the amount of
future building being proposed.
After this current consultation, the next stage is the publication of the final
Plan which will include the sites proposed for development. There will be
another public consultation on the final Plan but it will not be changed and this
will be the version submitted to a Planning Inspector for Examination. At the
Local plan Examination only those who are invited to do so by the Inspector
can take part in the hearings. The Inspector makes the final decision on
whether the Plan is “sound” or whether it should be rewritten.
Phil Davies, Oxted and Limpsfield Residents group
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The day the rain gauge overflowed
I have written before about our misconceptions, or to put it more bluntly,
our poor memories, where weather is concerned. But this summer, on the
8th August, I knew without checking, that an unprecedented amount of rain
had fallen – my rain gauge overflowed! That had never happened before.
The gauge is calibrated to 50mm; my best estimate is that its capacity is
about 58mm and still it was overflowing. To put that into context, that is
more than the monthly average for every month from February to July and
only just shy of the August average. With above average rainfall since
May, that does indeed make it a rather wet summer. Last time I suggested
that in spite of our perception that we might then be heading for drought
orders, we should not make bold assumptions about longer term trends.

Perhaps we should conclude that forecasting likely rainfall, at least for a
small area, is best left to the experts – or may be best left alone by
everyone!
PJO
FREE
THOROUGHBRED HORSE MANURE
with virtually no straw, sawdust or shavings etc
Collect from Limpsfield Chart, by wheel barrow or trailer, and take it home.
It’s the best food available for your plants and flowers.
0777 178 4322 .
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Chart Childhood
We arrived on the Chart on January 1st 1960, via Sandy Lane in Old Oxted, a
stint in Liverpool and finally Leigh, Kent. My father found Leigh too
enervating so an advertisement in The Sunday Times caught my parents’ eye
and thus began our time on the Chart. We are still here after almost sixty
years.
My brother and I attended Miss Hulbert’s nursery behind The Barn Theatre.
I remain close to one of my school friends from that time, especially as we
both went on to Dunrobin in Detillens lane. It is now a house next to the
tennis club. Sports Day was in the Glebe Fields and there was a marvellous
mulberry tree near the vicarage. Saturday mornings were always an
excursion to Oxted with my father. “Meet you two in Brockes in half an
hour!” was the order and he went off to do some errand and Andrew and I
were left to our own devices. Boots did not exist, it was a garage. Cook and
Jonathan Kerr was where a terrific hardware shop called Blades sold
practically everything and the staff all wore brown coats. Time was spent in
Woolworths of course, but we always finished in the upstairs toy department
of Brockes. My mother shopped at Mr Beale’s for fruit and vegetables, where
the nail bar is outside the station. Fish was Mr Atkinson’s; it is now the
planning shop opposite the cinema. The anchor is still in place (plaice?)
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though. The Plaza was the last privately owned cinema in Britain I believe.
Cullen’s in Limpsfield, now the fancy dress shop, provided pretty much
everything else. If we had a good report at the end of term we were allowed
to choose a book each, so a visit was made to the Limpsfield Book Shop run
by a rather stern Commander and Mrs Johnson. Both my brother and I
learnt riding with the marvellous Miss Rodgers in Crockham Hill. She was
very strict, we had to do everything including mucking out, and she had a
groom called Eldridge, not Mr Eldridge, just Eldridge, who was also tough
on us. For a treat we would ride up on the Chart, however it was mostly
further down the lane in a field going round and round being shouted at.
Miss Rodgers grew roses outside her cottage and she used to be furious if
we let the ponies eat the blooms, whilst my mother stood by sneezing all the
time being allergic to horse hair. Christmas, Tatters, Meg, I am amazed I
can remember their names and I suspect I can lay my hands on my hard hat
and crop somewhere in the house.
Manor House School was the next step for me, The Hill near Westerham for
my brother. Both of us boarding elsewhere later. We had a good deal of
local friends through these schools and also great family friends who lived
at Greenflags on the common. Lots of cycling to and fro and on the
common itself, coming back to Greenflags for tea (closer) and Mrs Tate had
tin boxes of every biscuit under the sun. However, it was always savoury
first and then possibly sticky iced buns from the Horney’s bakery in
Limpsfield. Tate birthday parties were a big treat as Mr Tate had a cinema
and he would rent a film for the occasion, Christmas gatherings too,
accompanied by the drinks trolley as we got older!
The Limpsfield Tennis Club was hugely social for the young in those days,
offering tournaments in the summer that involved courts around the area as
the club did not have enough for those who signed up to play. Not for me,
however, as Mollie Couldrey advised me never to play tennis again ….. Not
my best sport it has to be said but a grudge I have borne ever since and have
now gone public! The season finished with dances at the club for all the
teenagers and were incredibly popular.
One of the many chores my brother and I had to do was church cleaning.
Armed with a duster in one hand and sitting on another, we would slide up
and down the pews at St Andrew’s finishing with a quick imitation of the
vicar from the pulpit. My mother was not amused … or maybe she was but
didn’t dare show it? She was very involved with the Evergreen Club, which
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Chartfords Trees Ltd
Tree Removal & Felling

Hedge Trimming

Pruning Work

Shrub Pruning
Stump Grinding

Safety Work
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Tree Planting
Logs & Woodchip
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met at the church hall every two weeks for tea and cards. Always fresh
cakes, sandwiches and a general gossip and get together plus several outings
a year made this club enormously popular then. My mother was a very keen
and talented gardener. She redesigned the entire garden and there were
always jobs for us to do, like raking and weeding. We had a gardener,
Charlie of Chartlands, who had done his apprenticeship at St Michael’s
School (now flats). He mentioned that St Michael’s was based on the year:
365 windows, 4 staircases, 52 rooms and 12 chimneys but I am not sure if
this was true or not. My parents had a housekeeper too, who lived in the
next door cottage. Mrs Penfold and her family came with us when we
moved from Leigh. Mr Penfold had a very marked Kentish accent, which
for us children was quite hard to follow. He worked for the Baltic Saw
Mills in Tonbridge and reversed his huge lorry down Caxton Lane every
evening. It was a treat to be allowed to sit in the cabin with him.
There have been many changes in and around Limpsfield, The Chart and
Oxted: the widening of the A25, more traffic lights, new supermarkets and
shops changing hands, but it still remains a comparatively rural area and a
very special one.
Cathy Wardlaw
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The Building Professional
Mark Elliott FCIOB

30 Years Construction Experience
Roofing – Extensions – Repair / Refurbishment – Alterations / Conversions
Property Maintenance – Decorating – Kitchens – Bathrooms
Call Mark f or a Fast Friendly Service
Telephone: 01883 348579

Mobile: 07966 588985

t h e b u i l d i n gp r o f e s s i o n a l @ g m a i l . c o m

Tel No.
01883 722283

Custom Interiors

Handmade curtains and blinds to
the highest quality finish
Designer cushions and throws to
compliment and lift your existing
scheme
Help with your fabric selection and
a full interior design service to
give you the look you’ll love
Full decorating service
Full and part project management
for house renovations, extensions
and room updates
Full and part

by

Morag
Tel No.
01883
722283
Mobile
0777 394
0422
www.mora
ginteriors.
co.uk

Chardleigh Cottage, Paines Hill, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0RG
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Ingledale Natural Health Centre
Osteopathy

l

Chiropody

l

Aromatherapy

l

Physiotherapy

Reflexology

l

Homeopathy

Alexander Technique

l

l

Hydrotherapy

Acupuncture
l

Nutrition

l

Massage

Hypnotherapy

Beauty Therapy
l

l

‘Hear Here’

l

l

Counselling

Yoga & Pilates

Ingledale, 1 Tanhouse Road, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9PE
Telephone (01883) 717277
www.ingledale-centre.co.uk

Gardening Notes

Male

Female
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH DIARY
September 25th to December 4th 2017
St Andrew’s is here as a centre of Spiritual Christian worship and to serve our
locality. Please do contact the Minister in Charge, Revd Wendy Harvey, or
Revd Ruth Rainbird about baptisms, weddings, funerals or other matters.
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday
8am Said Eucharist
10am Sung Eucharist with hymns
Children and families are welcome every Sunday but on the first Sunday in the
month the service is especially child friendly. There are always activities at the
back of the Church for the children.
Monday
6 - 6.45pm Meditation Group
Wednesday
9am Morning Prayer
CHILDREN’S CHURCH Monday 3.30 - 4.30
There are activities, fun, games and refreshments in the hall, stories and songs
in the Church. This is for children and toddlers up to 10 years with their
parents.
30th October: Preparation for Harvest Festival
27th November: Making cribs for the Nativity crib Festival
EVENTS
Coffee Morning The Carpenters Arms 10.30 - 12 noon
Tuesday 3rd October, 7th November, 5th December
Christmas Bazaar Saturday 11th November 12 noon to 2pm
SERVICES
Sunday October 11am Harvest Festival
Sunday 5th November 4pm All Souls Service followed by tea
Sunday 12th November 10am Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 3rd December 10am Patronal Festival
Sunday 10th December 6.30pm Carol Service
1st

25th June
25th July
12th August

REGISTER
Baptism of Max Garry
Wedding of Toby Miller and Angela Brown
Wedding of Henry Nelson and Susannah Upton
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WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S
Minister in Charge
Team Rector
Vicar

Revd Wendy Harvey
Revd James Percival
Revd Vincent Short

01883 723153
01883 712512
01959 577289

Honorary Curate
Reader
Team Communications
Administrator
Church Wardens

Revd Ruth Rainbird
Dr Sue Compton
Caroline Campbell

01883 713683
01883 730522
comms@lltm.org.uk

Diana Davy
Michael Rainbird

01883 714282
01883 713683

Treasurer
PCC Secretary
Captain of Bells
Choir
Church Cleaning
Church Flowers
Church Garden

Melanie Calver
Brenda Pottle
Ian Day
Shanie Kirkwood
Brenda Pottle
Shanie Kirkwood
Bruce Buckingham

01883 714196
01883 715980
01959 561691
01883 722107
01883 715980
01883 722107
01732 864276

Electoral Roll Officer
Good Neighbours
Organisers
Health and Safety Officer
Organists

Brenda Pottle
Elizabeth Roberts
Ann Fletcher
Bruce Buckingham
Jim Cessford
Mary McGregor
Brenda Pottle
Tony Wiltshire
Sacristan
Ann Fletcher
Safeguarding Officers
Clare Carr-Locke
Brenda Pottle
St Andrew’s Hall Bookings Debi Pryke
debijackson@live.co.uk
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01883 715980
01883 722369
01883 713888
01732 864276
01883 717100
01883 723257
01883 715980
01959 524887
01883 713888
01883 723289
01883 715980
07768 413519

Priests’s Letter
Autumn is one of the most interesting times of the year. A time to reflect.
A time to enjoy the fruits of our labours, to notice the changes in the
countryside. A time to get back to normal, to let go of those summer
expectation that the days will be hot and sunny, and to let go of the
disappointment when they are not. A time too to think about the planet we
call home, this precious blue orb with its myriad of forests, rivers, creatures
of every kind. It is a lovely time in the church too, starting with
Creationtide and here at St Andrew’s with our Pet Service when we gave
thanks for the dearly loved animals with whom we share our lives. We
celebrated this year with twelve
dogs, one silky soft rabbit and a
surprisingly speedy tortoise. They all behaved impeccably, no one ate
anyone else. Creationtide culminates in Harvest Festival which we all
celebrate here in traditional fashion, followed by Harvest lunch together in
the Hall and to which you are all very welcome.
Later on in the autumn we remember those who have died, with a special
All Souls’ Service and tea on Sunday afternoon 5 November.
We
commemorate too those who lost their lives fighting for their country, on
Remembrance Sunday.
Sometimes we seem to take it for granted that we are surrounded by such
beauty and loveliness, and forget how much it contributes to our spiritual
well-being; I remember a visitor to my garden saying, ‘I find real healing
just sitting looking at this wonderful view’. We can all sit and look at the
view, or walk in the shady woods, or watch the trees change colour and then
feel better as a result, a real spiritual refreshment. God created the Garden
of Eden for us and asked us to care for it and to till it. In our joy at the
abundance of His love and provision for us, we in return are pleased to
share what we have with others, to try not to damage the atmosphere, to
limit climate change if we can, to share our food and provisions with those
who are in desperate need, especially at the women’s shelter we support,
and through other charities. So I pray that the Angel of Awakening will stir
your hearts to come alive to the eternal within you, to all the invitations that
quietly surround you. And God bless you.
Wendy
Wendy Harvey 723153
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Which would
you rather
St Andrew’s Choir (Youth Section) as it was in 1959,
have?
when they were photographed at Moorhouse
School.
highland wildlife
Dophotography
you recognise yourself, or anyone else, because
there are still some who are residents of the Chart.

St Andrew’s Choir
The church choir has long been a tradition of St Andrew’s. Ever since I can
remember two photographs have hung in the choir vestry, one of an adult
choir and the other of a junior choir (circa 1951), each of about twenty
choristers with names of local families.
At present we are a small, but enthusiastic and friendly group who are
seeking to increase our numbers. We would welcome anyone who enjoys
singing and would like to be part of the contribution to the worship at St
Andrew’s. The choir meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm
in the church, and for a practice in St Andrew’s Hall for half an hour before
each Sunday 10 am service.
Leading up to Christmas and with the choir augmented by a wonderful group
of occasionals, we prepare for our Carol Service with a part-time musical
director. It would be wonderful to grow to a choir of twenty. With the
approach of Christmas and carols, come and join the choir in its augmented
state and see whether you would like to be part of the permanent choir.
For further information contact: Shanie Kirkwood 01883 722107
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Bright as a button

Continual assessment ensures that pupils stay on track and
achieve the stretching targets set for them. Our small class
sizes allow them to cotton on quickly to what is expected.
Places available for Year 3 entry in 2018
For details of school Open Mornings contact Nick Tappin on
01883 733841 or visit www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
Hazelwood School, Wolfs Hill, Oxted RH8 0QU
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The Barman’s Choice
Many of us are mourning the recent loss of two very popular Oxted shops Bishops and Mortons The Padlock. With no similar replacements in sight it
maybe that the competition from super stores is too great and the area cannot
support small specialist shops. But there is good news with the welcome
arrival of Hop Stop in the Approach to Oxted station. Hop Stop is a specialist
beer shop stocking a huge range of real ale and craft beers, the vast majority
of which do not
appear on the
super market
shelves . It
would have
involved many
enjoyable hours
to have tasted
their varied
stock but three
I have chosen
are popular
and all are
brewed by local
breweries.
The Hopfather
from the Oxted
Brewery which
is family owned
and has been
based since 2015 at Flower Farm. A small team only, say their primary
objective is to deliver outstanding beer and have fun in doing it. Hop Stops
sales rather indicate that they are achieving their aims. Hopfather is pale straw
coloured, light and fresh and distinctly hoppy. Pondtail is my choice from the
Godstone Brewery which is also based at Flower Farm. The two founders
have been brewing enthusiasts for over 30 years but have only recently set up
in business together and sold their first pint two years ago. Pondtail is
described as refreshing with a tangy hop explosion to be enjoyed overlooking
the Pondtail in Godstone! My next choice is from the Westerham Brewery
Company which was established in 2004 and situated in Beggars Lane. The
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owners set out to revive the popular flavours of the previous Westerham
brewery which closed in the 1960s. They do this by using water from the
same aquifer, the same yeast strain and of course Kent hops -nine different
varieties. I particularly like their Viceroy, named, I believe after a
Westerham resident who, it is said, explored parts of India with Lord
Curzon. Gold honey colour with nutty citrus and hoppy flavours - well
worth a try.
Nowadays one often witnesses both men and women drinking from the
bottle in and outside bars. Not to be recommended for the beers I have
discussed which should be poured carefully into a glass and savoured. The
Thursday Task Force after their morning exertions should probably slake
their thirst before trying a bottle! As usual a discount will be given by Hop
Stop on production of the Chart News.
Brian Harris

The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an editorial
board of five, numerous helpers, professional proof readers who do
the most valuable job of all, and a first rate and very helpful printer.
Many thanks to all of them.

PENTLAND PROPERTIES
All building works, including
Extensions
Refurbishment
Orangeries
Loft conversions
Landscaping
References from satisfied customers available
01883 819 617
07958 590 426
5 Broadlands Drive, Warlingham, CR6 5HX
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Play on the Chart
Has anyone noticed the new signs for the
Limpsfield Chart Golf Club? The simple message
they promote is ‘visitors are welcome’ but it goes
much deeper than that. For too long the Club has
hidden behind ever growing bushes and now it
wants to send out the news to the surrounding
community that the Club has opened its doors and
is actively welcoming all those who fancy a game.
The club is now using ‘Play on the Chart’ as a
motto!
The Community Cup between various local
companies and organisations proved a great
success again this year.
The final between
Westerham footballers and Hazelwood School
went all the way to a sudden death play-off with Westerham footballers
winning. The 99 Club initiative which offers evening golf at a very
attractive annual rate of under £300 is gathering pace with a Stableford
league in place. In Beaufort Financial, Limpsfield now has a very
supportive sponsor and also Aqualisa, the leading shower people, have
taken up corporate membership with some upgrading of the club’s
facilities. The Ladies of Limpsfield Chart Golf Club are known as a
friendly group. Their main playing day is Thursday and they also have a
roll-up on Tuesday afternoons. On Thursday afternoons everyone meets up
for tea to hear the results from the day’s play, have presentations of prizes,
and have a chat.
The Ladies do not just play at Limpsfield. They take part in a County
Competition in which they have played clubs such as Tyrrells Wood, St
Georges Hill and Walton Heath in recent years. Open Days at larger clubs
are also very popular and this year the ladies have done extremely well. At
Guildford with a field of 80 players they secured two of the seven prizes,
and at Bramley with a field of 84 ladies, one of our teams won 4th prize,
with a Limpsfield lady also winning the prize for ‘nearest the pin’. There is
no doubt that the excellent and challenging course at Limpsfield Chart
stands the members in good stead when they visit other Clubs, some of
which have daunting reputations. Look out for the new website, online
booking system and signage.
Pete Masters and Ruth Smith
limpsfieldchartgolfclub.co.uk
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READY FOR HOLIDAYS?
SPANISH and FRENCH language tuition

GARDENERS/CLEANERS

One to one £10.00 an hour, small groups ( 3 or less ) £25.00/3h
Including free lunch for small groups

Experienced Handy Man
Small jobs, gardening, cleaning Local Limpsfield Village

Spanish Football lessons for kids too ! £7 hour

£10.00 an hour

Eduardo/Christopher

Eduardo/Christopher

07814439947

07814439947

Email address: georgieboy12@ymail.com

Email address: Georgieboy12@ymail.com

HAVE FUN LEARNING!

723153

St Andrew's Church

Wendy Harvey

Bell Ringers

Ian Day

Chart Singers

Annie Blanchard

722049

Toddler Group

Catherine Kinnear

723659

Wednesday Group

Maureen Heasman

722285

Cricket Club

Sue O'Rourke

734587

Golf Club

Keith Johnson

723405

Carpenters Arms

Dale Harris

722209

Memorial Stores

Kerry Daniels

713306

Limpsfield School

Jenny Baird

723183

National Trust Warden

Mark Richards

St Andrew's Fairs

Brenda Pottle

715980

St Andrew's Hall

Lorna Tooth

730310

The Chapel

Jonathan Avery

382492

British Legion

Colin Foley

722105

Chart News

Neil Mackay

723231

01959 561691

07770 887679

If you have any suggestions or corrections for the Noticeboard
please contact Neil Mackay on 723231 or mackay717@btinternet.com
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Magnum to
Manila
We are an independent insurance broker with offices across the UK.
Your local office in Caterham has professional and friendly
staff waiting to hear from you and help with your
Insurance requirements.
Please call 01883 333368 for a quotation
or why not pop in for a chat.
• Quadrant House • Croydon Road • Caterham • CR3 6TR

Private Client Insurance • Health Insurance
Small Business Insurance • Corporate Insurance
Meet the team at www.astonscott.com/caterham
Please mention ‘Chart News’ so we know where you saw
our details.

Aston Scott Ltd is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority (FRN No.308048).
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DOG WALKING
Reliable and friendly sports ﬁt local
lady who loves dogs: I take canine
friends for an hour to an hour and a
half brisk walks, or for energeEc
younger dogs, runs of 7 or 8 miles –
any day by mutual arrangement.
Overnight stays – with a secure
walled garden, this is a more
homely and friendly environment
than tradiEonal kennels.

Call 07880 632184 Email:
edgies6@yahoo.co.uk

'ALL TRADES' HANDYMAN
Prices per hour, half day, full day or longer
No obligation quotations
Fully insured, local references available

Please contact;
A F Bundle & Sons, Caterham, Surrey
07831-779497, 01883-349721
chris.bundle30@gmail.com
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CONFIDENTIAL
COUNSELLING

Chiropodist

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP
Integrative and Bereavement
Counsellor

Kim Sullivan
SRN RMN

Professional friendly service
in your home

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders,
low Self-Esteem, Isolation,
Loneliness, Infertility,
Miscarriage, Stress

01883 723412

For further information
without commitment
07507 602744

Are your feet complaining?
Give them a treat,
they deserve it!

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre
01883 717277
Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com
www.carolwickhamcounselling.co.uk

ARNOLD HEIJMER

CLOCKMAKER
B.H.I. Qualified horologist,est. 27 yrs
REPAIR & RESTORATION OF

Clocks and Barometers
Wheel and pinions made
Dials restored
All work guaranteed
Free estimates

LIMPSFIELD CHART
01883 722257
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St. Thomas-a-Becket
Church at Fairfield, in the
middle of Romney Marsh

Ringing other churches’ bells
Earlier this year a group of bell-ringers from St Andrew’s, St Mary’s
Westerham and St Mary-the-Virgin at Sundridge spent a fascinating day
ringing the bells of some of the historic and extraordinarily interesting
churches that adorn Romney Marsh. If you do not know Romney Marsh it is
well worth a visit simply to experience the wide open spaces in a way
impossible in our local undulating countryside, though in place of the fields
full of sheep and careening Lapwings, both now sadly almost vanished, are
acres of cereals and other arable crops. And if you pick a warm sunny day,
as we managed to do, even better. If you know even just a few of the
churches, you will appreciate how interesting they are. Nearly all medieval,
some with, to us, unfamiliar box pews, others with murals full of history or
unique architecture, they are worth a visit in their own right. But with all
that, why would you bother to ring their bells as well? Surely one ring of
bells is much like another? Not so fast! Every ring is unique. True, there
are nearly always six, eight or less often ten or twelve bells to a ring, but
why would one six-bell ring differ from another? Well the weight of the
bells can vary markedly. All range, in sequence from the ‘Treble’ (the
lightest) to the ‘Tenor’ (the heaviest), but the progression of weights varies
from tower to tower as does the length of the bell rope. For in some
churches, as at Westerham, you ring from ground level, while at others you
ring from a separate ringing-chamber on the first floor. Longer ropes tend to
be more difficult to control than shorter ones and of course they are also
heavier. So the difference between ringing at St. Andrew’s (light bells, first
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Cameron
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd
All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including:
kitchens ▪ bathrooms ▪ plumbing ▪ tiling ▪ joinery
▪ plastering ▪ flooring ▪ patios ▪ driveways ▪
brickwork ▪ fencing ▪ turfing ▪ paving ▪ property
maintenance ▪ renovation ▪ and much more.

Registered and fully Insured ~ Tidy, friendly and reliable service
Free quotations and advice ~ Portfolio and references available

07855 894426 / 01883 715856
www.cameronservices.co.uk
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ACRABWOOD
touch of Folklore?
www.crabwood.co.uk

13 BLUEHOUSE LANE, OXTED, SURREY RH8 0AA

Small self- contained flats for independent senior citizens
Affordable rents
Unfurnished
Resident part-time manager
Attractive gardens
Close to Oxted town centre, station and shops
Interested now or for the future?
If so please contact: The Manager 0796 3669 452 manager@crabwood.co.uk
Oxted, Limpsfield & District Housing Association Ltd

www.crabwood.co.uk
A charitable Registered Social Landlord – Homes & Communities Agency. Reg. No. L0691

PLATINUM PLUMBING
Your friendly and reliable local plumber
- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms
- Free estimates
- City & Guilds qualified
- Fully insured
- DIY jobs rescued
- No call out charge
- Clean & tidy work

Andrew Barter B.Sc.
01959 562784 07891 782727
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floor) and Westerham (ground floor, very much heavier bells) is pretty
marked. If you have only ever rung at your own church it can be a bit of a
shock to encounter a completely different set of characteristics at another
church. A further challenge can be some individual bells which seem to
possess an independent character all their own. If you don’t treat them nicely
they can get you into all sorts of trouble! So to ring at several new churches
is not only very interesting, but a challenge and very good training as well.
We started first at St. Augustine, Brookland. This has six very light bells,
much lighter than any of us normally ring on a Sunday and also you ring
from the ground floor, so there is a long draft. Ringing there was thus
interesting for us all, including your correspondent, something of a challenge
at first! But for everyone, ringer and non-ringer alike, there is much more to
Brookland. Notably the tower, detached from the church itself, timber framed
and clad with wooden shingles is unique and of an extraordinary design.
What’s more, the massive timber frames are almost all original, those on the
ground floor having been dated as early as around 1270 and the top
‘pyramid’ to the early 1400’s. It has been suggested that this later addition
was to accommodate what, at the time, was a new method of bellringing.
How a prominent wooden structure like this has survived the invasions,
bombardments, fire and flood that characterise the history of the marshes is
nothing short of a miracle. The interior of the church is full of interest too,
the most famous item being a late 12th Century lead font, beautifully
decorated. It is one of just thirty lead fonts known still to exist in this
country. All too soon it was time to drive the short distance to New Romney
and ring the eight bells of St. Nicholas. This is an even older 12th Century
church, more conventional to our eyes, though unusually you have to step
down at the entrance; the reason for this seems still to be a matter of debate.
The bells here are different again – heavier than St Andrew’s, but lighter than
Westerham’s, so again, a different experience for all. And whereas the bells
at St Augustine were undoubtedly difficult, here they were a real pleasure to
ring.
But we had to fit in another visit before lunch, so on we went to tiny St.
Thomas-a-Becket at Fairfield, built to serve a hamlet no longer in existence
and isolated in the midst of the wide open grazing marshes once so
characteristic of Romney Marsh. This time we came not to ring (there are
just three unusually light bells), but to admire the unique church in its
isolated landscape as we approached and its the lovely interior. For the nave
has a low ceiling and the timbers supporting the roof seem to have remained
almost unaltered since they were parts of living tree. Dominating the interior
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is an extraordinary three-decker box pulpit, the upper level for the priest and
the two lower ones for underlings.
This and the box pews for the
congregation were all painted in white, with black lines picking out the
edges. It is, as they say, definitely worth the journey to visit Fairfield church,
especially if it is as fine a sunny day as we enjoyed.
Lunch at a hostelry in Appledore by the Royal Military Canal was next and
apart from producing a nice meal it was strategically placed next door to St
Peter and Paul. What’s more we only had a very short flight of stairs to the
ringing chamber (unlike St Nicholas, where it is a long steep climb up a
narrow spiral staircase). But once you were there it was what could be called
snug, that it is to say it was extremely cramped ringing its eight fairly light
bells. The church itself was not quite so old as the others we had visited and
perhaps had rather less of interest to detain us, but the ringing made a nice
contrast to our experiences in the morning and was different again to those
we are used to in our home churches. Everyone enjoyed the day, not just for
the ringing, but for the other features of the churches and their surroundings
and confirmed our belief that there is a lot more to ringing than just turning
up on a Sunday morning to St Andrew’s, St Mary’s or St Mary-the-Virgin,
much as all of us always greatly enjoy doing that!
Peter Oliver

THE CARPENTERS ARMS
LIMPSFIELD CHART
Dale and his team welcome you to
our friendly village pub and
restaurant serving delicious home
cooked food.
Please send us your views if you
think we could do better or join our
friends mailing list by emailing:
carpenters@westerham
brewery.co.uk

http:carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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SERIOUS ABOUT SPORT: GREAT FOR FAMILIES & FRIENDS

15 Tennis Courts (7 Floodlit) & 5 Mini Tennis Court & Wall.
6 Squash & Racketball Courts (Heated & Cooled).
Badminton Hall & separate Sports Hall for Table Tennis.
Gym with the latest machine with ‘Virtual Reality’ programmes.
Comprehensive Professional Coaching for all sports.
Adults & Juniors welcome at competitive rates.
Web: www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk Email: manager@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk
Limpsfield LTC Detillens Lane, Limpsfield, Surrey RH8 0DH
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Tel. 01883 714079

Sylvia Morgan - 1923 - 2017
Sylvia Morgan was born in
1923 near Hurst Green and in
August this year died in her
sleep a few hundred metres
away. She was 94, and had
lived a full and varied life and
had travelled the world from
Hong Kong to Canada, from
Africa to Cyprus. It was a long
and fabulous life.
She was a keen and gifted
student, and then joined the
WAAF as a Sergeant during the
war. She served with 139
Bomber Command Squadron and 156 Pathfinder Squadron and finally
147 squadron as part of the Code and Ciphers unit. After the war she
joined the newly formed BEA airline (later part of BA) and there she
met a handsome, decorated pilot, Lloyd Morgan. They married in 1949
and were together for the next 64 years. She always said how lucky she
was to have had such an interesting life, and been married to – in her
own words – a perfect man.
Lloyd and Sylvia had two sons. Julian tragically died aged just five,
tearing a huge hole in both their lives from which they never really
recovered. But their second son, Jason, who arrived in 1963 as a hairy,
red-faced, 9 pound ball of noise helped to bring some of their life back to
normal, and he grew up in a family full of love. Sylvia and Lloyd built
their own house in Trevereux Hill, where Sylvia’s first love (after her
family) was her garden. But not long after Lloyd died, Sylvia’s memory
faded, and she moved to a care home in Hurst Green.
Sylvia had a wonderful life travelling and living in far off places, but she
always thought her four years in Malawi were some of the happiest of
her life. She struck up a lasting friendship with one of her servants there,
and continued with charitable work in his village for years after she left.
She will be much missed by her family and friends, and especially by
Jason. Sylvia didn’t believe in Heaven, but those who knew her thought
that if it really does exist, it is about to get a lot more organised!
David Wickham
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John Davies - 1930 - 2017
John Davies passed away on 6th July 2017,
aged 87. He had lived in this area since 1961
when he moved here together with his wife,
Angie, and their 6 year old son Charlie, to
Crabbett Wood Farm. There they had three
more children, Alex, Ed and Frankie. John was
a dairy farmer and delivered milk here for over
30 years. Farming was his business throughout
his working life until he retired nearly 30 years
ago, eventually moving to St Michaels. But it
was away from farming that he made his
biggest impact on the neighbourhood. His
passion and sport was cricket and when he
joined Limpsfield Cricket Club in the early
1960s he really put his mark down. He was
captain almost as soon as he joined and over several decades made it into one
that far exceeded any expectations a small village like Limpsfield might have.
He attracted prominent cricketers - the likes of Richard Gracey, Nick Heroys
and Colin Smith, all of whom had illustrious cricketing careers. He had the
ability to lead people in a way that set him apart - he was a ‘one off’ and it was
not long before Teddy Rose, himself a talented cricketer, nicknamed him
‘Gaffer’, a name that stuck throughout his life! He made his biggest impact in
running the juniors at Limpsfield. After a day on the farm he would be seen
rolling the wicket, painting the lines and the boundary, knowing that a good
wicket was essential but also that people wanted to enjoy their time and have
fun. Limpsfield CC became a club of stature. It joined the Surrey Championship
in Division One and played with the likes of Wimbledon (who in one match had
ten cricketers with 1st class experience), and other big clubs. His eventual
retirement from active participation sadly resulted in its demise as a club in its
own right, but he saw the merger with Oxted CC and left his mark as the
combined club’s President for some years. Away from cricket, he was a
prominent figure at Limpsfield Chart Golf Club where he was both Captain and
President and, as the years slipped away, he directed his efforts to raising money
for the Poppy Appeal. For nearly 20 years he ran a military style operation with
vast numbers of helpers and raised money for a charity close to his heart. He
was definitely a ‘one off’- a family man, a farmer, a cricketer, a golfer, a leader,
an inspirer and someone who made a difference in the community. He will be
remembered with the fondest of memories by many generations.
Charlie Davies
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Come and spend a happy and worthwhile morning at
THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
Charity No 262608
Hoskins Road, Oxted
Learn new skills or perfect old ones under expert guidance,
free of charge, in bright, friendly and informal surrpoundings.
We specialise in
Chair reseating in cane, seagrass or upholstery,
Needlecrafts, Sewing, Knitting,
Packaging, Remembrance Day Poppies, etc
Come as often as you like.
We may be able to arrange transport form you.
Do pop in - you can be sure of a friendly welcome.
Contact Dee Graham (01883 715189) for more information.

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd
(formerly Godstone Glass)

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6
8RF
Tel 01342 893351

07807699781
knowles-stainedglassworks@hotmail.co.uk

www.knowlesstainedglassworks.co.uk
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CHIROPODIST
Julie A. Reynolds MSSCh, MBChA.
Health Professions Council Registered
Registered Member of The British Chiropody and Podiatry Association

Ingledale Therapy Centre
1 Tanhouse Road, Old Oxted RH8 9PE
Appointments 07766 141179

Gu,ers

Cleaned
Unblocked
Repaired
References available
Call John Mulley
Tel: 01883 716245
Mob: 07711 747640
51

The Chart Interview

Andrew Dick
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Skills and experience gained over a lifetime of business and professional life
are much valued in the local voluntary sector. Andrew Dick, who lives in
Itchingwood Common, is one such volunteer. After an Economics degree at
Exeter University, he trained as a chartered accountant, but moved fairly
quickly into industry. He spent six years with EMI in UK and Belgium, and
then moved to Dun and Bradstreet, a business services company with its
base in the USA. He started as a financial controller but later became UK
Managing Director before retiring from the business in 1996.
Too young to retire fully, and aware that his financial skills could be useful
in completely different environments, he moved into a paid role in the
charity sector as Company Secretary of the Children’s Trust at Tadworth – a
school, hospice and rehabilitation unit for severely disabled children. He
complemented this with voluntary work as a trustee of the Abbeyfield care
home in Hurst Green, David Gresham House, where he has been on the
committee for twenty-one years and is still Chairman after fourteen years.
He regards it as a very special place for around thirty-five residents,
providing a high standard of care. When he retired from Tadworth in 2004,
and finally from paid employment, he took two further steps into the
voluntary sector. Firstly he joined the finance committee of Amnesty UK,
later becoming a trustee of Amnesty International. Then, in the same year,
he joined the trustees of Moor House School and College in Mill Lane,
Hurst Green, an involvement which continues after thirteen years.
Moor House was founded in 1947 to cater for the special educational needs
of children with severe speech and language difficulties, usually described
as ‘specific language impairment’ (SLI). Andrew was Chairman from 2009
until early in 2017, and remains a trustee and Chair of the Finance
Committee. Moor House remains a hidden gem of the local educational
scene, but it makes a huge difference to the lives of those who attend. SLI is
far more common than autism and at least as common as dyslexia, but its
effect on a child’s communication skills can severely affect learning,
building of friendships and self-esteem. The roll has now increased to 140
pupils aged from 7-19, and recent initiatives have included recruitment of
day pupils, £2 million spent on new residential facilities and the extension
of education beyond the age of sixteen. It has been graded as outstanding by
Ofsted in both educational and residential inspections.

Jenny Baird

Andrew’s involvement at Moor House has not only allowed him to put his
professional skills to good use, but also shown him later in life how much of
a bubble many of us live in, protected from the distressing problems with
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London’s East End hearabouts
many others have to deal. He has always been humbled by the
resilience of all those parents he comes across whose children have special
needs. The rigorous assessment process at Moor House determines whether a
child can be helped by coming to the school, but, even with need proved,
many parents have to battle through tribunals to force local authorities to pay
for the place. Andrew wants to prove the value of what Moor House delivers
and has commissioned research on what happens to their alumni five years on
in terms of their social and career development and the value of what the
school can add. The question always needs to be asked of any institution:
‘what more could we have done to make outcomes better?’
Andrew was awarded a much deserved MBE in the 2017 Queen’s Birthday
Honours for ‘services to special education needs and disabilities’. He regards
this as an award for Moor House but his own measured, conscientious and
committed approach deserves its reward. Reflecting on his twenty-one year
involvement in the charitable sector, he hopes that more people put forward
their names for trustee roles; retirees have important skills and experience
that they may not realise would be of huge benefit to places like Moor House,
and so many other charities and voluntary organisations whilst also giving
great personal satisfaction to the retiree.
The Chart is a good place to reflect on these important things in life. Andrew
and his family moved to the local area in 1973, and to their present house in
1980. When he moved to the Chart, you were defined as a Chart resident by
‘72’ being the first two digits on your phone number. He loves roaming the
Chart woods on dog walks and enjoying the fabulous long distance views
across the Weald or to the escarpment of the Downs to the north, especially
on those clear frosty January days. It is easy in such beautiful spots to be
insulated from the unrelenting problems of a harsher world, but there are
some special places right here trying to address those problems, and perhaps
the rewards brought by contributing to the success of Moor House and David
Gresham House have brought Andrew greater satisfaction than he
experienced in his earlier working life.
David Walsh

This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you have
anything you want to write about, boast about, complain
about, comment about, or simply say! Contact Neil Mackay,
on 01883 723231 or by email: mackay717@btinternet.com
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LANGDALE
LANDSCAPES
Ltd
Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818
V.A.T Reg. No. 724747126

41 YEARS OF CARING FOR YOUR CARS
SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS
TYRES
MOTS - PETROL AND DIESEL
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
01883 715779
OLD OXTED SERVICE STATION, HIGH STREET, OLD OXTED, SURREY RH8 9LN
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Chart Events

Cancer Research UK Bridge Drive, Crockham Hill Village Hall, 6th
October. Contact Val Stringer on valerierstringer@gmail.com
Task Force Log Sale. 9.30-11.30, Saturday, 14th October, Little Heath. If
wet forecast contact Martin Edser on 01883 732229.
Chart Ladies Dinner Wednesday, 8th November at Limpsfield Chart Golf
Club 7.30 pm. Contact Eileen Perryer 712086 or Daphne Mackay 723231
for tickets.
Cancer Research UK Christmas Fair. Wednesday 8th November 10am –
3pm at The Grasshopper, Moorhouse – 50 stalls, shopping made easy.
St Andrew’s Christmas Bazaar. Saturday, 11th November 12 noon to 2
pm in St Andrew’s Hall. Cakes, Christmas ideas, raffle, tombola, toys and
much more.
Bulk Rubbish Collection – Stoneleigh Road Saturday, 2nd December,
12-2.15.
St Andrew’s Carol Service Sunday, 10th December 6.30 pm
Chart Men’s Dinner. Still under negotiation. Announcement shortly.
August Teas at St Andrew’s. Sunday teas at St Andrew’s have by now
become part of the Chart summer schedule. In the four afternoons of
August, every one a fine day, the ladies of St Andrew’s served 325 visitors
and raised £800 for the church. It was a tremendous effort to bake all those
scones and cakes, fix the tea trays and take the money. It needed hard work
and determination, so thank you ladies.
‘Limps’ conquer ‘Crocks’. The golfers of Limpsfield Chart at last beat
their rivals from Crockham Hill in their annual match – this year with 18 a
side. Led by their captain Tim Wardlaw, the Limps triumphed by 5 to 4.
Our youngest and probably best player was l5 year old Benjamin Eldridge
from Caxton Lane. At the end of the day a glass was raised to John Wilson
who conceived this fixture. The winners take home a handsome map
covering the two villages, for the losers a walking stick engraved “Also
Rans”.
Church Tower Fund Raising. Under the captaincy of Ian Day and Duncan
Ferguson the St Andrews ‘Striders and Riders’ raised £350 for the Surrey
Church Tower Fund. The fund has supported St Andrews generously.
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AUTUMN FAIR
THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE
OPPOSITE TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189)

Thursday, 9th November 2017
10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. at the Centre

CAKES - COLLECTABLES - JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE
BOOKS - FANCY GOODS - TEA AND COFFEE

We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of
chairs, Upholstery and seagrassing. We also carry out a variety of repairs as
well as being very handy with a needle and thread. Our Men-in-Sheds club is
ideal if you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of
woodwork. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m.
to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas. We are
delighted to have visitors and we are always looking for new members, young
and old alike. Why not come and see what we have to offer – if transport is a
problem call our Manager on the number above and we will try to help.
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Chart Advertising
The Chart News is entirely dependent on advertising to cover its costs. Please
support our advertisers, and let them know where you saw their ad. We are
always seeking new advertisers and our rates are very reasonable. Please help
by encouraging new enquiries to melaniecalver@ntlworld.com.

PILATES CLASSES
at St. Andrew’s Church Hall

Exercise to change your life!

Improve your posture, strength and
flexibility, increase energy and vitality,
all while having fun.
Suitable for all ages and abilities.

SALLY GARDNER
01883 723345
Come and give it a try.
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OXTED, SURREY

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden,
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen
garden and park offering panoramic views,
enchants visitors. Enjoy the fine family
portraits, furniture, a beautiful collection
of porcelain and a marvellous set of
four Canaletto pictures of Venice. After
visiting the mansion house and grounds,
why not relax in our tea room where light
refreshments are available.

Open season: 17th May to 27th Sept 2017.
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm
every Wed and Sat. Also end of May and
Aug bank holidays. Guided tours of the
house at 1.30, 2.30 and 3.30pm.
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days:
21 May, 18 June, 23 July, 20 Aug

Information Line: 07889 052461 www.titsey.org
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